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ChiMat Knowledge Update

8 May 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

Updates to ChiMat data atlas 
· New!  Under 16 conception data has been added to the data atlas. This has data on conceptions, maternities and abortions and is available at SHA level.
· New!  Contraception data has been updated to include data by the following age groups:
Under 15; Aged 15; Aged 16-17; Aged 18-19; Aged 20-24; Aged 25-34; Over 35.

· New!  Maternity data has been added to the data atlas. This includes data on onset of labour and method and place of delivery. This data are available at Strategic Health Authority level
· Road casualty data in the atlas has been updated. This is the data for National Indicator 48 (The percentage change in number of children killed or seriously injured during the calendar year compared to the previous year. Figures are based on a 3 year rolling average, up to the current year.). This can be found under the young people theme
· Key stage 3 attainment data added to data atlas. This can be found under the 'school aged children' theme.
· National Indicators Updated

The enjoy and achieve national indicators have been updated with the latest available data. Indicators updated are: 
NI 73 Achievement at level 4 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 2.
NI 74 Achievement at level 5 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 3.
NI 78 Reduction in number of schools where fewer than 30% of pupils achieve 5 or more A*- C grades at GCSE and equivalent including GCSEs in English and Maths.
NI 87 Secondary school persistent absence rate DCSF.
NI 107 Key Stage 2 attainment for Black and minority ethnic groups.
· Child Health Profiles Updated to include the latest data for young people not in education employment or training (NEET).
· Data on number of stillbirths and rate per 1000 total births have been added to the data atlas. This data are available at county level and for the years 2005 to 2007.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

Ending violence against women and girls - your voice counts 
The people of Liverpool are being encouraged to take part in the largest-ever public consultation on tackling violence against women and girls. A roadshow bus offering information about the issues involved pulled into Williamsom Square in the city centre today (Saturday 2 May) as part of the Together We Can End Violence Against Women And Girls consultation, launched last month by Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68155  


Morning sickness ‘ups baby IQ’

Research suggests that “women who suffer morning sickness during pregnancy may be more likely to have a child with a high IQ”, The Daily Telegraph reported. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=68351 

Poor sleep 'causes ADHD' 
“Too little sleep 'can make children hyperactive'” according to The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper says that a new study suggests that a lack of sleep makes it more likely that children will “develop behavioural problems and become hyperactive”. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this article. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68165   

Call to increase child therapists 
Children's mental health services need an extra 1,000 therapists to help them cope with demand, an influential government adviser has warned. Lord Layard, whose advice prompted a recent £173m investment in adult therapists, said training of child specialists should start in 2010. Over a three-year period, his proposals would cost £35m, his report said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68166  

Babies to get new growth charts 
New child growth charts are being introduced to combat obesity and boost breastfeeding rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68302  

Government names swine flu 'tsar' 
The government has appointed a swine flu "tsar" for England to deal with the threat of a pandemic. Ian Dalton, currently chief executive of NHS North East, will become national director for NHS Flu Resilience. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68303  

Baby biscuits ditched over fats 
Food maker Cow & Gate is to discontinue a biscuits range for babies which was found to contain hydrogenated fat. The Children's Food Campaign discovered more than 50 products from various firms with higher-than-suggested levels of saturated fat, salt or sugar. The Food Standards Agency recommends reducing hydrogenated fat levels, amid concern it leads to raised cholesterol. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68306  

Blind boy starts China treatment 
A blind boy flown to China for stem cell therapy to try and improve his sight has started to receive treatment. Joshua Clark's grandfather said so far the 22-month-old from Caernarfon, Gwynedd, was "doing very well." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68308  

UK young lack awareness on HIV 
Too many young people are unaware of the risks of HIV, Unicef has warned. Those aged 16 to 24 account for 10% of all new diagnoses in the UK and young men who have sex with men are most at risk, a report said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68309  

Mental health nurse 'child risk' 
Children may be being put at risk because nurses carrying out assessments on mothers with mental illnesses do not have enough training, an expert says. Mental health nurses are often asked to assess the parenting capabilities of mothers with serious conditions such as schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. But Sarah Rutherford, from Manchester Metropolitan University, said they did not get enough guidance or training. She called for a thorough review of practices across the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68344  

Alan Johnson issues call to arms on children's asthma treatment - 10 years of progress on health inequalities. 
Local health agencies and schools must improve the management of childhood asthma to help children lead full and healthy lives, Alan Johnson, Secretary of State for Health urged today. The call was made during Asthma Awareness Week at a conference on Health Inequalities. Asthma affects 5 million people in this country, including 1.1 million children, and it is one of the leading causes of hospitalisation of children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68354  


Guides and Practice


Update on products free of colours associated with hyperactivity 
The Agency has updated its list of product ranges that do not contain the six food colours associated with possible hyperactivity in young children. A further 22 manufacturers producing product lines free of the colours have been added to the list. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68154  

Important information about swine flu 
Households across the UK will start to receive the Swine Flu Information leaflet from Tuesday, May 5. The leaflet includes information about what swine flu is and how it could spread, what UK governments have done to prepare for a wider outbreak of flu, how you can protect yourself against flu and what to do if you have flu symptoms. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68157  

See me, hear me: A guide to using the UN Convention on the Rights of Person with Disabilities to promote the rights of children 
The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities represents the culmination of years of advocacy by the disability community in their struggle for recognition of their rights. This new guide, published by Save the Children UK and Sweden, on behalf of the Alliance, looks at how this Convention can be used to support disabled children, alongside the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. "See Me, Hear Me: A guide to using the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to promote the rights of children" analyses the inter-relationship of the two Conventions and presents practical guidance on advocacy strategies and illustrations of good practice. The guide is intended for use by child and disability rights advocates, and civil society organisations. It will also be of use to government in interpreting and implementing the rights of children with disabilities. It does assume some knowledge or understanding of advocacy and is not written for children themselves. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68335  

It’s about ability - An explanation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities [child-friendly version of the convention] 
A child-friendly version of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This version aims to educate, empower and motivate all children, but particularly those with disabilities, to claim their rights and to actively participate in challenging discrimination as well as promoting the Convention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68336  

The engagement cycle: a new way of thinking about patient and public engagement (PPE) in world class commissioning 
The engagement cycle is a way of approaching patient engagement when commissioning services. It highlights who needs to do what to engage people at each stage of the commissioning cycle. It can be used to facilitate improvements in world class commissioning, particularly concerning Competency Three - engaging with patients and the public. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68353  

We can dream! Ways of planning for the future for young people with autistic spectrum disorders 
We know that with the right support young people with autistic spectrum disorders can express creative ideas, dreams and hopes for their future. One way of doing this is to use person centred planning. Person centred planning is a way of planning all aspects of a person’s life. The person is at the centre of the planning process and with support decides who they would like to help them and who can help them make the plans possible. This approach is particularly useful at transition because it gives young people a chance to say what their hopes and dreams for the future are. This booklet is for young people and their families, friends and supporters to read and talk about together. It is based on the stories of four young people. It aims to give you good ideas about what to do when you leave full-time education. It is not always easy to bring about changes – but with careful planning, time and the right people to help, things can happen. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68363  


Reports

Children and young people in custody 2006-2008: An analysis of the experiences of 15-18-year-olds in prison by HM Inspectorate of Prisons and the Youth Justice Board 
Over a two-year period, the Prison Inspectorate carries out surveys of a randomly-selected number of children and young people in each prison. These surveys provide a snapshot of the views and perceptions of the 2,500 young people held in our prisons. This is the fourth report, published jointly with the Youth Justice Board, which summarises those findings, and draws comparisons with previous summaries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68156  


Noticing and helping the neglected child: Literature Review. Research Brief 
This systematic review of the literature examined what is known about the ways in which children and families directly and indirectly signal their need for help, and to what extent practitioners are equipped to recognise and respond to the indications that a child’s needs are likely to be, or are being neglected. The review looked at whether the evidence suggests that professional response could be swifter. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68158  

Reporting of MMR evidence in professional publications (1988-2007) 
The objective of this report is to examine how journals and magazines disseminate research evidence and guidance on best practice to health professionals by aligning commentaries on MMR evidence in journals with key events in the MMR controversy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68340  

To devolve or not to devolve? The pros and cons of making local authorities financially responsible for children in penal custody 
England and Wales lock up more children than any other country in Western Europe. Figures from the Council of Europe (2007) put the population of children in prison in England and Wales at 2,440. It is against this background of high numbers of children in custody and at such a young age, that there is much discussion as to what can be done to reduce the use of custody and what factors might encourage its use. One factor being widely debated is the introduction of financial incentives to reduce the use of custody. This briefing paper considers the pros and cons of devolving youth custody budgets and asks a fundamental question: to what extent can altering the financial arrangements effect real change for the better or is this in reality a problem of law, policy and attitudes? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68343  

Tackling health inequalities: 10 years on 
This report reviews developments in health inequalities over the last 10 years across government - from the publication of the Acheson report on health inequalities in November 1998 to the announcement of the post-2010 strategic review of health inequalities in November 2008. It covers developments across government on the wider social determinants of health, and the role of the NHS. It provides an assessment of developments against the Acheson report, reviews a range of key data sets covering social, economic, health and environmental indicators, and considers lessons learned and challenges for the future. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68352  

National Child Measurement Programme: Detailed analysis of the 2007/08 Dataset 
This report presents detailed secondary analyses to further our understanding of the epidemiology of child height, weight and Body Mass Index (BMI) across England. It attempts to explain some of the findings presented in the NHS Information Centre for Health and Social Care 2007/08 NCMP report. The report provides analysis of PCT participation levels and investigates data quality issues in the collection of the 2007/08 NCMP dataset. Data on prevalence of underweight, healthy weight, overweight and obesity are analysed, comparing the 2007/08 data to the 2006/07, and the 1990 baseline. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68355  

Ethnicity and child poverty 
This report aims to significantly develop the evidence base on ethnicity and child poverty. The child poverty rates observed for most ethnic minority groups are higher than the national average; the report asks whether this is due to increased levels of poverty risk factors amongst families from these groups, or whether it requires further explanation. The author also examines a range of different poverty measures and related indicators for children and families from different ethnic groups – including income poverty, poverty persistence, material deprivation, worklessness, and area deprivation – and uses a variety of analytical methods and data sources to build up a detailed picture of how poverty varies across and within ethnic minority groups. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68356  



Tools and Data

Households below average income (HBAI) 1994/95-2007/08 
This is the twentieth edition of the Households Below Average Income (HBAI) series. This report presents information on potential living standards as determined by disposable income in 2007/08, changes in income patterns over time and income mobility. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68334  

National Child Measurement Programme: Detailed analysis of the 2007/08 Dataset 
This report presents detailed secondary analyses to further our understanding of the epidemiology of child height, weight and Body Mass Index (BMI) across England. It attempts to explain some of the findings presented in the NHS Information Centre for Health and Social Care 2007/08 NCMP report. The report provides analysis of PCT participation levels and investigates data quality issues in the collection of the 2007/08 NCMP dataset. Data on prevalence of underweight, healthy weight, overweight and obesity are analysed, comparing the 2007/08 data to the 2006/07, and the 1990 baseline. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68355  


Research

Necessary innovations in immunization delivery [Editorial] 
Childhood vaccination represents one of the most successful public health interventions ever. Diseases that once killed thousands of children each year have been virtually eliminated. Immunization with the basic series of childhood vaccines is widely considered one of the most cost-effective options available to medical personnel. Nevertheless, childhood vaccination in the 21st century faces multiple challenges that threaten its success... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68161  

High influenza vaccination coverage in children with high-risk conditions during a vaccine shortage 
A study to assess whether pediatric practices with a system to identify and recall children with high-risk conditions (HRCs) could maintain high influenza vaccination coverage levels among these children during a vaccine shortage year. It concluded that pediatric practices with a system to identify and recall children with HRCs can target these children for receipt of the influenza vaccine and maintain high vaccination coverage, despite a vaccine shortage that may result in decreased vaccine coverage in healthy children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68162  

Strategies for vaccination of close contacts and expectant parents of infants: The ext immunization frontier for pediatricians [Commentary] 
Considerable evidence suggests that infants are at risk for vaccine-preventable diseases from their close adult and sibling contacts. In the young vulnerable host, these pathogens lead to significantly increased morbidity and mortality. Yet, undervaccination of close contacts remains a persistent problem and contributes to pediatric infection. This article argues for greater involvement of pediatric health care workers in adult immunization. Evidence-based strategies that increased vaccination in this population are reviewed, and a multiphased approach incorporating all caregivers is outlined. Cooperation of health care providers from obstetrics, internal medicine, pediatrics, and pediatric subspecialties is required to ultimately achieve "cocoon immunity" (vaccination of all close contacts in a household to protect an unimmunized infant). Development of these strategies requires elimination of financial, medicolegal, and logistic barriers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68163  

Order of vaccine injection and infant pain response 
To determine if acute pain response after administration of the diphtheria, polio, and tetanus toxoids and acellular pertussis and Haemophilus influenzae type b (DPTaP-Hib) vaccine and the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) is affected by the order in which they are given. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68164  

Interventions for improving the psychosocial well-being of children affected by HIV and AIDS. [Systematic review] 
Many children have lost a parent or have parent living with HIV or AIDS. These children experience greater psychological and social challenges than other children their own age. While there are various programs and interventions that try to improve the psychosocial well-being of these children, no studies were found that rigorously assessed the effectiveness of such interventions. In the absence of rigorous intervention studies, the body of knowledge available consists of "lessons learned," child psychological theory and other related research in the adult population. However, such knowledge should not replace the urgent need for rigorous monitoring and evaluation of existing programs and intervention studies to ensure evidence-based practice and policy, and prevent subjecting children to interventions which show no benefit or interventions that could unintentionally lead to harm. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68341  

National malnutrition screening days in hospitalized children in the Netherlands 
Nationwide prevalence studies on malnutrition in hospitalized children have not been done. This study aimed to investigate the prevalence of malnutrition of all newly admitted children in the Netherlands during three consecutive days. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68342  

Do integrated children's services improve children's outcomes?: Evidence from England's Children's Trust Pathfinders 
Thirty-five children's trust pathfinders, local cross-sector partnerships, were introduced across England in 2003 to promote greater integration in children's services. Using administrative performance data, this paper tracks yearly trends in child service outputs and child well-being outcomes from 1997 to 2004 in these local areas, including the period before their introduction. Professional perceptions of change in child outcomes are also presented. Time series regression analysis shows there was a general improvement in England in these selected performance indicators prior to the introduction of children's trusts pathfinders. Children's trust pathfinder areas initially focusing on 'all children' in their local area, rather than selected groups of children, showed the most progress. There was no consistent quantitative evidence for better outcomes in more integrated areas, however, 25 of the 35 survey respondents provided locally specific examples of children's trust pathfinder arrangements improving outcomes for children and young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68347  

The care of children in emergency departments 
More than 30,000,000 children receive care in emergency departments each year, of which approximately 20% receive care by pediatric emergency medicine physicians (PEMPs) defined as board-certified pediatrician with fellowship training in PEM or EM board certified with PEM fellowship training. The objective of this report is to determine the clinical impact on children cared for in systems without access to PEMPs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68348  

Privileging practice: Facing the challenge of integrated working for outcomes for children 
Integrated working for outcomes is complex and challenging in theory and practice. Yet, outcomes and integrated working are central to the policy goals for children and families in Ireland. In this article, the authors present two main arguments: first, that reflective practice offers a useful general methodology for engaging with the theoretical and practical challenges of integrated working for outcomes; and second, reflective practice as a specific approach can help achieve the balance between policy and services blueprints and the realities of practice, a necessity in achieving better outcomes for children. The authors' recent involvement in policy development work in Ireland is drawn on to illustrate the arguments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68350  

Services for children: emerging as a genuine priority within health policy at last? [Editorial] 
There is currently a determined focus on improving children's early experiences and opportunities within broad social policy in the UK. Questions remain, however, regarding the extent to which health policy is contributing to this focus on children's needs, although recent developments give cautious grounds for optimism. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68357  

Breastfeeding: for the sake of the Europe and the world: European Society for Social Pediatrics and Child Health (ESSOP) Position Statement [Editorial] 
Covers breastfeeding and child health extent and effects; policy implications for child health professionals; and action points for paediatric organisations; and key messages. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68359  

Prescribing of psychotropic medication to the intellectually disabled by community paediatricians – a survey 
Children with intellectual disability are often managed by community paediatricians and have a high prevalence of mental disorder. We do not know whether community paediatricians feel adequately trained to treat this group although we know that paediatricians contribute significantly to psychotropic prescribing for children. This study concluded that community paediatricians play a substantial role in prescribing psychotropic medications for this group. A substantial minority of community paediatricians do not feel that they have enough training to prescribe for ADHD and sleep disorders, and perceived competency is more likely to inform prescribing for ADHD than for sleep disorders. This may have implications for training. Although these children pose complex difficulties, access to specialist mental health services for children and adolescents with intellectual disability remains patchy, especially in the north-west, and further development of these services is needed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68360  


Abandoned babies in the UK – a review utilizing media reports 
In the absence of national policy or comprehensive data, the phenomenon of abandoned babies is poorly understood in the UK. This study aims to use media reports as a resource to collate existing information on abandoned babies and to draw conclusions to inform future response. ... This database currently represents the most accurate and comprehensive picture of the newborn abandonment phenomenon in the UK, a phenomenon that is rare but with high media and social interest. If the future well-being of mother and baby are to be catered for, clearer evidence-based policy and provision is vital. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68361  


Consultations

Proposed Harmonised Data Standards and Definitions for the Children's and Young People's and Local Government Workforce 
This consultation seeks views on proposals for harmonised data standards and definitions for the children’s and young people’s and local government workforces. Deadline date: 20 July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67935  


Consultation on Giving Children and Young People a Right to Appeal 
This consultation seeks views on giving children and young people a right to appeal decisions regarding exclusions and special educational need statements and assessments and to make disability discrimination claims in England. Deadline date: 21 July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67977 
Consultation on European Commission Proposals to Amend the Pregnant Workers Directive 
This consultation seeks views on the European Commission's proposal to amend the Pregnant Workers Directive in order to contribute to better work-life balance through improving the protections offered to pregnant workers and workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding. Deadline date: 22 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66818  

Consultation begins on new end of life care guidance 
The General Medical Council has launched a consultation on new draft guidance, End of life treatment and care: Good practice in decision-making. The consultation runs until 13 July 2009, and is open to anyone with an interest in the issues covered by the guidance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66937  

Coordinator training for the Newly Qualified Social Worker and the Early Professional Development projects 
The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) will be providing support for social workers in their first, second and third years of employment in children's services. To ensure this support is of high quality, CWDC is offering training to employers, supervisors and programme coordinators involved within the Newly Qualified Social Worker (NQSW) and the Early Professional Development (EPD) projects. NQSW and EPD are two separate but interlinked projects. Therefore, CWDC is inviting bids from suitably experienced organisations able to support both projects which have similar activities but separate considerations. Application closing date: 22 May 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67055  

Consultation: Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity 
The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. Closing date: 19 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66324  

Consultation on Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Decontamination of reusable medical devices - Parts B, C and D 
This consultation seeks views on a best practice guide on the use of decontamination equipment used to reprocess reusable medical devices. Deadline date: 29 May 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65749  


If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


