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ChiMat Knowledge Update

3 July 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New! ChiMat will be exhibiting at the conference Advance Beyond Target Chasing & Strategically Measure Impacts & Outcomes  in Birmingham on Thursday 9 July.  Come and visit us to find out more about ChiMat and see a demonstration of how you can use the ChiMat website and data tools to support your work.  
Chimat Child Health Profiles have been updated to include the latest data for GCSE results for children in care
http://yhpho.york.ac.uk/IADataServer/Childintro.asp 
Updates to ChiMat Data Atlas 
· Gastroenteritis hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for gastroenteritis for children under the age of 5 has been added to the atlas.
This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

· Asthma hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for asthma for children under the age of 16 has been added to the atlas.This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

· Looked after children outcomes data has been added to the ChiMat Data Atlas. This data is under the school aged children theme and is available at top level Local Authority geography and includes:
· Data on the Personal Social Services staff of Social Services Departments has been added to the Data Atlas. This data is available by sex and ethnicity and is at top level local authority level. The data can be found under the workforce and spend data theme.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.
Health Workforce: Most trusts are compliant with EWTD 
Around three per cent of services have been given more time to meet the EWTD, including services delivering 24-hour immediate patient care, supra specialist services and units in rural and isolated areas. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71928  

Children kept awake by sounds of domestic violence 
One in twelve children has been kept awake at night listening to domestic violence according to a survey1 of 11 to 16 year olds by the NSPCC. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71952  

CommunityCare: Safeguarding children boards struggle with 'inadequate' funds 
Local safeguarding children boards are struggling to carry out their statutory duties due to a lack of resources, according to a government-commissioned review. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72001  

Community Care: Most serious case reviews 'of limited benefit' 
Most serious case reviews are of "limited benefit" because they fail to provide enough information about how and why children die or suffer serious injuries, according to a study published today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72006  

Healthy Care Newsletter June & July 2009 
The Healthy Care Programme is supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and developed by the National Children’s Bureau. It is a practical means of improving the health and well-being of looked after children and young people in line with the Department of Health Guidance, Promoting the Health of Looked After Children (2002) and the Change for Children Programme. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72069 

CYPN: Social workers' low morale puts children at risk 
Low morale among social workers is a threat to the safety of vulnerable children, council leaders warned today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72072  

CYPN: Young people hail healthy takeaways to tackle obesity 
East London young people are presenting good practice certificates to takeaways that add healthy eating options to their menus. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72073  

Community Care: Third of children may be living with binge-drinking parents 
Up to one-third of children in the UK live with at least one parent who binge-drinks, according to a study by charity Action on Addiction published today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72075  

NHS Choices: Early pregnancy complications 
“Two or more abortions could more than double chances of a premature birth next time,” the Daily Mail has reported. Numerous news sources have reported on new research that has linked early pregnancy complications to problems later in pregnancy or in subsequent pregnancies. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72166  

NHS Choices: Endometriosis and birth complications 
Women with a common womb condition are at risk of giving birth prematurely, The Daily Telegraph has reported. It says that research on more than 13,000 women with endometriosis shows that having the condition raised their risk of premature birth by around one-third. Endometriosis is a condition where the tissue lining the womb is found in other areas of the abdomen, often causing pain and infertility. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72167  



Policy and Government Reports

Looked-after children: Government response to the Committee's Third Report of Session 2008–09. Fourth Special Report of Session 2008–09 
The Commons children, schools and families committee publishes the government's response to a previous report on looked-after children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71995  

High quality care for all: Our journey so far 
This report examines the progress that has been made since High Quality Care for All was published a year ago. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71996  

Reports

Breast feeding and childhood asthma [Editorial] 
Asthma is the most chronic disease of childhood and the leading cause of morbidity in children globally as measured by emergency department visits, hospitalisations and days of missed school..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72003  

Research

The exclusion from school of children aged four to seven 
The number of children aged seven and under who are excluded from primary schools is very small and comprises a tiny proportion of children of this age from a very small proportion of schools. Nevertheless, some children of this age group are receiving fixed-period exclusions, occasionally leading to permanent exclusion. This survey explored the reasons for this and the ways in which some schools manage to avoid using exclusion. The school’s philosophy, a supportive and stable school environment, and strong relationships between the school and parents were found to be important factors in preventing very young children from being excluded. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71929 

Functional status scale: New pediatric outcome measure 
OBJECTIVE: The goal was to create a functional status outcome measure for large outcome studies that is well defined, quantitative, rapid, reliable, minimally dependent on subjective assessments, and applicable to hospitalized pediatric patients across a wide range of ages and inpatient environments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71934  

The Use of Internet-Based Technology to Tailor Well-Child Care Encounters 
OBJECTIVE: The goal was to evaluate the feasibility and acceptance of a new model for well-child care (WCC) in a large health maintenance organization. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71935  

Nocturnal Enuresis and Overweight Are Associated With Obstructive Sleep Apnea 
OBJECTIVE: The objective of this study was to examine the relationship of obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), body weight (BMI percentage [BMI%]), and monosymptomatic nocturnal enuresis (MNE) in children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71936  

Maternal Perception of Weight Status and Health Risks Associated With Obesity in Children 
OBJECTIVE: To examine factors associated with the maternal perception of the weight status in related and unrelated children and to examine whether associated health risks for children's physical and mental health are recognized. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71937  

Risk Factors for Persistent Fatigue With Significant School Absence in Children and Adolescents 
OBJECTIVE: To assess children and adolescents with severe fatigue who are referred to pediatricians and to examine whether factors can be identified at their first visit that predict worse outcomes at 1 year. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71938  


Paternal Depressive Symptoms During Pregnancy Are Related to Excessive Infant Crying 
OBJECTIVE: Excessive infant crying, or infantile colic, is a common and often stress-inducing problem for parents that can ultimately result in child abuse. From previous research it is known that maternal depression is related to excessive crying, but so far little is known about the influence of paternal depression. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71939  

Pediatric Specialized Transport Teams Are Associated With Improved Outcomes 
OBJECTIVE: The goal was to test the hypothesis that interfacility transport performed by a pediatric critical care specialized team, compared with nonspecialized teams, would be associated with improved survival rates and fewer unplanned events during the transport process 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71940  

Do Stimulants Protect Against Psychiatric Disorders in Youth With ADHD? A 10-Year Follow-up Study 
OBJECTIVE: Little is known about the effect of stimulant treatment in youth with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) on the subsequent development of comorbid psychiatric disorders. We tested the association between stimulant treatment and the subsequent development of psychiatric comorbidity in a longitudinal sample of patients with ADHD. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71941  

Parental Confidence in Making Overweight-Related Behavior Changes 
BACKGROUND: Confidence is an important construct for behavioral change; higher levels of confidence, or self-efficacy, increase the likelihood that a person will change a health behavior even when faced with obstacles. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71942  

Low-Income Parents' Views on the Redesign of Well-Child Care 
OBJECTIVE: To examine the perspectives of low-income parents on redesigning well-child care (WCC) for children aged 0 to 3 years, focusing on possible changes in 3 major domains: providers, locations, and formats. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71943  

Sleep-Disordered Breathing and Behaviors of Inner-City Children With Asthma 
OBJECTIVE: To explore the relationship between sleep-disordered breathing (SDB) and behavioral problems among inner-city children with asthma. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71945  

Functioning at School Age of Moderately Preterm Children Born at 32 to 36 Weeks' Gestational Age 
OBJECTIVE: To study outcome of low-risk moderately preterm birth between 32 and 36/7 weeks' gestation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71946  


Child Protection Outcomes for Infants of Substance-Using Mothers: A Matched-Cohort Study 
OBJECTIVE: Parental drug use is a critical public health issue; it is estimated to be present in up to 80% of referrals to Australian child protection agencies. However, no data regarding the child protection outcomes of infants of substance-using parents exist in Australia, and no comparisons have been made with infants of non–substance-using parents. We assessed differences in substantiated abuse between 2 groups of mothers in Brisbane to quantify this risk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71947  

Cardiovascular Medication Errors in Children 
OBJECTIVES: We sought to describe pediatric cardiovascular medication errors and to determine patients and medications with more-frequently reported and/or more-harmful errors. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71948  

Research in Practice June 2009 
Research in Practice has published its June update. It includes commentary on: research about frontline child protection in Australia; child abuse prevention in Denmark; and participation of disabled children in decision-making. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71953  

Outreach to children and families: A scoping study 
This short, qualitative scoping study forms one strand of a three-year project to take forward work on core principles and standards and support for professional development for outreach in Sure Start Children’s Centres The aim of the study was to gather information on identifying and documenting best practice in outreach in the Children’s Centres. Qualitative case studies were developed with fifteen Sure Start Children’s Centres and six schools providing access to extended services and utilised face-to-face interviews with staff, parents and local authority officers. Other service providers and stakeholders views were obtained through national and local focus groups. A literature review formed a further element of the study. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71954  

Traffic-related air pollution in relation to respiratory symptoms, allergic sensitisation and lung function in schoolchildren 
Background: Urban air pollution can trigger asthma exacerbations, but the effects of long-term exposure to traffic-related air pollution on lung function or onset of airway disease and allergic sensitisation in children is less clear. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72004  

Breast feeding, parental allergy and asthma in children followed for 8 years. The PIAMA birth cohort study 
Background: It is unclear how the association between breast feeding and asthma develops with age of the child and how this association over time is influenced by maternal or paternal allergy. These factors—the age of the child and maternal or paternal allergy—might partly explain the conflicting results observed in cross-sectional studies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72005  


Measuring abdominal adiposity in 6 to 7-year-old children 
Background/Objectives: Both intra-abdominal adipose tissue (IAAT) and subcutaneous abdominal adipose tissue (SAAT) are associated with cardiovascular risk factors, even in childhood. Currently, the gold standard in assessing IAAT and SAAT is computed tomography (CT), which is not widely applicable. The aim of this study was to estimate abdominal fat using anthropometry, dual-energy X-ray absorptiometry (DEXA) and ultrasound, and compare these estimates with the amounts of IAAT and SAAT determined by CT in 6 to 7-year-old children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72070  


Consultations

DCSF: Review of the Children, Young People and Families Grant Programme: Consultation 
This consultation seeks the views of the third sector and any other interested parties on the future approach and shape of the children, young people and families grant programme. Deadline date: 5 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71933 
Autism spectrum disorders in children and young people: draft scope consultation 
NICE have been asked to develop a clinical practice guideline on Autism spectrum disorders in children and young people for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The draft scope defines what aspects of care the guideline will cover and to whom it will apply. Consultation closes 7 July 2009.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=70961  

Sexual health and well-being for Wales 2009 – 2014 
The Welsh Assembly Government is consulting on the draft sexual health and well-being for Wales 2009 – 2014 working paper. Consultation ends: 05/10/09 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71550  


Promoting the Health and Well-being of Looked After Children: Revised statutory guidance - Consultation 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance to authorities, primary care trusts and strategic health authorities on the exercise of their functions in relation to co-operation to promote the well-being of children and young people and the making of arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Deadline date: 3 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69798  

Consultation on Handling Allegations of Abuse Made Against Adults Who Work with Children and Young People 
This consultation seeks views on draft guidance that sets out the statutory framework and underlying principles of handling allegations of abuse for those involved in dealing with allegations. It covers practical issues surrounding exercising professional judgement along with information sharing and record keeping. Deadline date: 7 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69906  

Events and Training
Advance beyond target chasing and strategically measure impacts and outcomes
Going beyond ticking the boxes and cutting through the red-tape, this conference looks at what do you actually need to be doing to measure the impact and outcomes of the services you provide for children and young people?
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72180 
Child sexual abuse: understanding, listening, responding 
London, 23 September 2009 A training course for practitioners, volunteers or other professionals working with children and young people 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71949  

Child sexual abuse: understanding, listening, responding 
Leicester, 17 November 2009
A training course for practitioners, volunteers or other professionals working with children and young people 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71951  

If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


