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ChiMat Knowledge Update

3 April 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

Updates to ChiMat data atlas
· New! Data from the Tellus3 survey has been added to the data atlas. This data are available at top level Local Authority.
· New! Data on number of stillbirths and rate per 1000 total births have been added to the data atlas. This data are available at county level and for the years 2005 to 2007
·  Key stage 2 attainment data added to ChiMat data atlas

The data is for Maths, English and Science and is available by gender, ethnicity, English as a first language, eligibility for free school meals and special educational needs. This can be found in the school aged children theme and is available at top tier Local Authority level.
· Teenage conception data for 2005-07. This is provisional data and is available at Local Authority level only. 

· GP registered population, available at PCT level

· GCSE results for 2007/08, available at Local Authority level
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
European Data Atlas 
We have added a european atlas to the ChiMat Data Atlas. The first dataset available is the Index of Child Well-being in Europe which provides a comparison of child well-being in the 27 countries of the European Union and Norway and Iceland. http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT1 
Demographic Profile added to ChiMat Needs Assessment toolkit
This new module – demographic profile – is available for PCTs and Local Authorities and includes data on population, births, infant mortality and deprivation.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 


Child Internet Safety 
Children’s Minister Delyth Morgan has announced the membership for four groups of professionals tasked with taking forward the work of the UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66794  

Regional children's commissioners to be piloted 
The deputy children's commissioner for England has announced plans to pilot regional commissioners in the south-east of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66795  

Increase in midwife staffing levels 
The number of midwives employed in the NHS has risen, according to new figures from the NHS Information Centre. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66811  

Comprehensive Area Assessment News 
This page links to the a newsletter aimed at all the inspectorates and key stakeholders involved in the creation of the comprehensive area assessment. Update: Issue 13 for March 2009 has been added. It covers CAA guidance; a farewell to CSCI and the Healthcare Commission; a new councillors' update; Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary – The changing landscape; a CAA myth buster; a CAA timeline; CAA in the news; event listings and an about CAA section. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66819  

Recruitment body expresses concern over costs of new safeguarding authority 
Problems with supplying agency staff, and the cost to staff of the new Independent Safeguarding Authority vetting and barring scheme, have been raised by the Recruitment and Employment Confederation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66820  

Girls to get morning after pill via text message 
Young women and girls will be able to request the morning after pill by text message as part of a new scheme being introduced in Oxfordshire this year. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66846  

Healthy Care Newsletter for March 2009 
The Healthy Care Programme is supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and the Care Services Improvement Partnership and developed by the National Children’s Bureau. It is a practical means of improving the health and well-being of looked after children and young people in line with the Department of Health Guidance, Promoting the Health of Looked After Children (2002) and the Change for Children Programme. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66853  

Opinion poll shows impact of Baby P case on protecting children 
A new poll commissioned by the LGA and carried out by ComRes has found that: * 42% of people say their opinion of child social workers has got worse since the tragic case of Baby P * 52% of people would recommend social work as a career for a family member or friend – compared to just 39% of people who would recommend social work as a career for their own child, from the poll in December * 78% would support more resources being given to local councils' children's social services 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66889  


Vetting and Barring Scheme contact centre now live 
The Vetting and Barring Scheme contact centre is now live. If you have any questions or queries about our Scheme please call our team on 0300 123 1111. Operators staffing this Lo-call service will be available to deal with your queries Monday to Friday between 8am and 5.30pm. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66890  

4Children launches 18-month inquiry into extended family 
Children's charity 4Children today launched an 18-month inquiry into the extended family after producing research showing families were under strain due to financial and caring pressures. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66892  

Prohibition for French teenagers as new laws approved to curb 'le binge drinking' 
The Guardian reports that the National Assembly French government has approved new laws to curb alcohol sales to young people to curb what it descriobes as 'an epidemic of teenage binge-drinking'. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66893  

Anti-smoking ad 'scares children' 
A government advert aimed at scaring parents into giving up smoking upset children, the advertising watchdog says. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66894  

Health visitor role lost 'every 30 hours' 
Numbers of health visitors are continuing to slide, NHS statistics have shown. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66908  

Merger creates largest guideline centre in UK 
The merger of four National Collaborating Centres (NCCs) that produce clinical guidelines for the NHS on a wide range of topics (chronic and acute conditions) will create the largest clinical guideline centre in the UK and one of the largest in the world. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66932  

NHS Wales to implement c-section toolkit 
The NHS Institute and the Welsh Assembly have agreed a contract to support the implementation of DQV’s ‘Pathways to Success Toolkit: Focus on normal birth and reducing Caesarean section rates’. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66933  

NCT Welcomes the SACN findings on ‘Good Night’ milk products 
The NCT, the UK's leading parenting charity welcomes the Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition's (SACN) advice to the Department of Health on the risks associated with 'Good Night' milk products for infants six months of age and above. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66934  

Care Quality Commission launches 
CQC will put the public and users of services first. Speaking this evening (1 April) to 200 people from across the worlds of health, mental health and adult social care at a reception to mark the launch of the new Care Quality Commission (CQC), CQC Chair Barbara Young will say that today marks a new stage in the drive for quality and safety in health and adult social care. "CQC will join up the regulation of health and adult social care across the public and independent sectors for the first time. The public wants good quality of care wherever it is provided and wants care that is joined up. Particularly as the population ages, the care people receive spans sectors and they should have assurance that, no matter where their care is delivered, the services are operating to the same essential common quality standards." http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66936   


Tests on recalled meningitis vaccine show no contamination 
Two batches of a meningitis C vaccine (Menjugate Kit) that were recalled as a precaution in February were safe, tests by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have proved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66938  

Children with autism face postcode lottery 
The age by which children are diagnosed with autism varies depending on where they live, according research published on World Autism Awareness Day. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66939  

Child diabetes cases on the rise 
Hospital admissions for children with a form of diabetes linked to obesity are on the rise, new figures show. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66940  

Wales teen abortions rising 
The number of abortions on under 18s in Wales passes 1,000 a year and is at a five-year high, official figures show. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67054  

Film warns Durham youngsters to butt out 
Durham stop youngsters smoking example. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67057  

Community Care monitors social work media coverage 
Community Care has launched a research project to monitor the way that the mainstream media portrays social work and social workers. "The Monitor: social work in the media" will analyse coverage in 16 newspapers between 1 January and 31 March 2009. We will highlight the best and worst examples through our Stand Up Now for Social Work campaign, which calls for balanced media coverage to boost public perceptions of the profession. Full results will be released at the Community Care LIVE conference and exhibition on 13/14 May. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67060  

Fewer than half child sex offenders jailed 
Fewer than half of adult offenders who admitted or were found guilty of sexual activity with a child in 2007 were jailed, new figures reveal. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67062  

Infection link to leukaemia 
“Scientists have shown how common infections might trigger childhood leukaemia,” BBC News reported. It said that scientists have identified a molecule that is produced in response to infection, but also appears to trigger the multiplication of pre-cancerous stem cells at the expense of healthy cells. The BBC said that this suggests that common infections may trigger childhood leukaemia. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67070  

UK teens 'binge drink' 
Widespread media coverage has been given to news that “British teenagers are the third worst binge drinkers in Europe” (BBC News). The news is based on a report of a Europe-wide survey on alcohol and drug use by teenagers. Only teenagers in Denmark and the Isle of Man fared worse out of the 35 nations that were surveyed. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this story. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67071  


Eating during labour 
Research has found that there is “no risk from eating during labour,” said BBC News. The news report said that eating light food during labour does not affect the duration of labour, or the need for assisted delivery or Caesarean rates. The article said that since the 1940s, women have been advised not to eat during labour to reduce the risk of complications if Caesarean is required, principally due to the risk of breathing food back into the lungs while under a general anaesthetic. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67073  

New IVF guidance 
“Couples having IVF treatment are to be warned for the first time that their children have a higher risk of genetic flaws and health problems,” the Daily Mail reported. The newspaper said that the UK fertility watchdog will warn that children conceived by IVF could be up to 30% more likely to suffer from certain birth defects. It said guidance on IVF will be changed to “warn generally of the risks associated with all types of the procedure”. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67074  


Guides and Practice


Learning together to safeguard children: a ‘systems’ model for case reviews 
SCIE’s At a glance summaries have been developed to help you understand as quickly and easily as possible the important messages and practice advice in SCIE’s guides. These summaries will give you an overview of the messages or help direct you to parts of the guide that you may find most useful. You can also use them as training resources in teams or with individuals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66796  

CORE-INFO 
A series of leaflets on aspects of physical child abuse 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66802  

National Survey of Child Safety and Victimisation 
This website is for all young people and parents who have been invited to take part in this study, which is run by the British Market Research Bureau on behalf of the NSPCC. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66895  

Operational policing: child trafficking 
This page of the Home Office Police website provides news, information and practice guidelines on tackling child trafficking. 
From 1 April 2009, the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against the Trafficking in Human Beings will be implemented throughout the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67065  

Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: Child weight management programme and training providers framework 
The Cross-Government Obesity Unit has developed a framework agreement with nine provider organisations, in order to support local commissioning of weight management services for children and young people. The providers all offer training in the delivery of specific approaches to weight management in at risk, overweight and obese children and young people. This guidance provides information on each of the providers, details of how PCTs and partner organisations can ‘call off’ services from these providers, and a set of template documents to support commissioners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67067  


Policy and Government Reports

Healthy Lives, Brighter Futures: the strategy for children and young people’s health: disabled children, and safeguarding for all [Letter]
Chief Nursing Officer (CNO) and David Flory give further detail on the strategy for children and young people’s health announcement on the funding for disabled children within PCT allocations, and the action required, in their letter. The Secretaries of State for Health and for Children, Schools and Families have also written to PCT chairs on these issues 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67066  
Extending the Right to Request Flexible Working to Parents of Older Children: Government response to consultation on implementing the recommendations of Imelda Walsh’s independent review 
This document sets out the Government's response to a consultation on how the Government should implement recommendations on extending flexible working rights to parents of children up to the age of 16. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66787  


Reports

Children talking to ChildLine about suicide 
Report based on a detailed analysis of calls to ChildLine between April 2007 and March 2008. Findings include: every day, on average eight children and young people talk to ChildLine specifically about suicide; in 2007/08, ChildLine counselled 2,925 children and young people about suicide; the number of children telling ChildLine that feeling suicidal is their main reason for calling has tripled in the last five years from 909 in 2003/04 to 2,925 in 2007/08;… Children and young people told ChildLine that their concerns were not taken seriously by parents or by health professionals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66790  

Teenagers at risk: the safeguarding needs of young people in gangs and violent peer groups 
Aims to open a balanced debate on 'gang culture'. Explores the prevalence of gun and knife possession and examines the risk factors that can underpin group-based offending behaviour and how these affect the safeguarding needs of the children and young people involved. Concludes that interventions should be designed to fit both the local circumstances and the particular needs of the children and young people involved. Findings are based on academic research, government statistics, media reports, and discussions with practitioners from the NSPCC Peckham Schools Team. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66791  

Young people who self-harm: implications for public health practitioners 
Deliberate self-harm has emerged as a major public health issue, this is a short research briefing and literature review looking at self-harm by children and young people. Pulls together the findings and recommendations from a national inquiry report and other research findings that are particularly relevant to public health professionals. Looks at: definitions; prevalence; risk groups; causes and risk factors; links to suicide; service responses and confidentiality issues; sources of support; practice implications and the training and supervision of professionals; and, prevention and health promotion. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66793  

Keeping our schools safe 
Sir Roger Singleton, as Chair of the Independent Safeguarding Authority, has led a review of safeguarding arrangements in independent schools, non-maintained special schools and all boarding schools in England. The purpose of the review was to examine the practical operation of the current statutory and non-statutory safeguarding arrangements that apply to these schools, and to make any recommendations where practice could usefully be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66797  

Serious case review - executive summary: relating to Sarah 
Sarah was a white British child who died aged 4 months in late 2007. She died unexpectedly whilst sleeping on a settee at home. It should be noted that Sarah is not the child’s real name, but has been used to anonymise this summary report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66799  

Serious case review - executive summary: relating to John 
John was an 11mth old White British child who was injured by his Mother in late 2007. It should be noted that John is not his real name but used to anonymise this summary report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66800  

Database State 
In October 2007 Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs lost two discs containing a copy of the entire child benefit database. Suddenly issues of privacy and data security were on the front page of most newspapers and leading the TV news bulletins. In the wake of the HMRC fiasco, and all the subsequent data losses that came to light in the months that followed, the Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust sponsored a meeting of academics and activists with an interest in privacy. These experts attempted to map Britain’s database state, identifying the many public sector databases that collect personal information about us. The task proved to be too big for one seminar, highlighting the need for a more in-depth study of the ‘Transformational Government’ programme. The Trust, therefore, commissioned the Foundation for Information Policy Research to produce this report, which provides the most comprehensive map of Britain’s database state currently available. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66801  

Nurturing parenting capability: the early years 
The DCSF has published research into nurturing parenting capacity during the early years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66803  

Supporting breastfeeding 
The RCM’s Janet Fyle, Best Beginnings' Alison Baum and Francesca Entwistle from the Department of Health discuss the range of initiatives developed to promote and support breastfeeding in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66812  

New perspectives on health disparities and obesity interventions in youth 
This article reviews intervention studies that address health disparities and the increasing rate of obesity in minority youth. The review focuses on interventions that target obesity-related behaviors (diet, physical activity, sedentary behaviors) and adiposity outcomes (body mass index) in minority children and adolescents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66848  

Diabetes in the young: what are their long term health prospects? 
The vast majority of children and adolescents diagnosed with type 1 diabetes live a fulfilling and appropriate life in modern developed society. Readily available insulin therapy, blood glucose monitoring and comprehensive education and support programmes delivered by health professionals trained in paediatric diabetes allow children to grow and develop normally and attend standard education with participation in virtually all activities of their choice..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66898  

Postpartum depression 
Postpartum depression (PPD) affects up to 15% of mothers. Recent research has identified several psychosocial and biologic risk factors for PPD. The negative short-term and long-term effects on child development are well-established. PPD is under recognized and under treated.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66901  


Screening for Down syndrome: changing practice of obstetricians 
We sought to assess the impact of American College of Obstetrician and Gynecologists (ACOG) guidelines on the practices and knowledge of obstetricians regarding screening for Down syndrome 1 year later. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66906  

Managing transitions from secure settings - Report and resources 
This resource is designed to support practice with children and young people who are moving on from, or within, the secure estate. A companion resource is available for those managing transitions from adolescent psychiatric in-patient facilities. It is based on the Managing Transitions from Secure and Psychiatric Settings Project funded by the Department of Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) from April 2007 to March 2008. The aim of that Project was to highlight the needs of young people in these specialist settings and to identify ways to improve transitional planning. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66935  

We see children as pestilent' 
Psychologist and TV presenter Tanya Byron explores what she sees as the historically nurtured and culturally damaging phenomenon of ephebiphobia - the fear of youth. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67056  

Physical education in schools 2005/08: working towards 2012 and beyond 
The report evaluates the strengths and weaknesses of physical education in a small sample of primary and secondary schools between 2005 and 2008 and reports on the impact of the Physical Education, School Sport and Club Links strategy. 
Part A focuses on physical education, and identifies good practice in achievement, provision and leadership.  Part B discusses what needs to be tackled by providers of physical education as we move towards 2012 and beyond. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67064  


Research

Long-term risk of epilepsy after traumatic brain injury in children and young adults: a population-based cohort study 
The risk of epilepsy shortly after traumatic brain injury is high, but how long this high risk lasts is unknown. We aimed to assess the risk of epilepsy up to 10 years or longer after traumatic brain injury, taking into account sex, age, severity, and family history. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66788  

Family Composition and Children's Exposure to Adult Smokers in Their Homes 
Smoking behavior is strongly influenced by the social environment. More information is needed about how the composition of households with children is associated with adult smoking behavior so that more effective interventions to reduce children's secondhand smoke exposure can be devised and implemented. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66807  

Early Exposure to Movie Smoking Predicts Established Smoking by Older Teens and Young Adults 
Movie smoking exposure is a strong predictor of smoking initiation by adolescents; however, we do not know whether it is a long-term predictor of established smoking. We conducted a prospective study to determine whether movie smoking exposure during early adolescence predicts established smoking in older teens and young adults. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66809  

Exposure to sunlight during pregnancy affects children’s bone health 
A pregnant woman’s exposure to sunlight could be essential to the bone health of her child. Writing in the Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism, Sayers and Tobias show that maternal exposure to sunlight influences subsequent bone growth in children, which affects both bone length and width. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66837  

Pediatric overweight and obesity are underdiagnosed 
Only 1 in 10 overweight children and adolescents are diagnosed as having weight problems, despite the existence of clear diagnostic criteria. the diagnosis rate for overweight and obesity in this population increased during the past decade, but it has apparently reached a plateau and remains low. “we already knew that pediatric weight problems are increasing in frequency and they are sometimes undiagnosed, but this is the first study to quantify these tendencies on a large scale and to look at the diagnosis rate over time,” said David C Kaelber, the lead investigator. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66838  

Quality-of-Life Concerns Differ Among Patients, Parents, and Medical Providers in Children and Adolescents With Congenital and Acquired Heart Disease 
Mortality rates in pediatric patients with heart disease have decreased dramatically in recent decades, resulting in an increasing number of survivors with morbidities that impact quality of life. The purpose of this study was to assess and compare how heart disease affects the quality of life of the pediatric cardiac patient from the perspectives of the patient, parent, and health care provider. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66839  

Adolescents perceived effectiveness of the proposed European graphic tobacco warning labels 
Graphical tobacco product labelling is a prominent source of health information and has an important position among tobacco control initiatives. However, little is known about its effectiveness among adolescents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66842  

Intention to change smoking in pregnant and postpartum women according to number of pregnancies 
The status of a pregnant woman might add to the motivation to stop smoking. However, little is known about whether women who are pregnant for the first time (primigravidae) show a motivation to quit smoking that is different from women who are pregnant at least the second time (multigravidae). The goal of the current study was to compare smoking status, urge to smoke and intention to change smoking behaviour of primigravidae and multigravidae. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66843  

Predictors of Metabolic Control among Adolescents with Diabetes: A 4-Year Longitudinal Study 
To employ a risk and resistance framework to examine changes in metabolic control over early to middle adolescence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66849  

Neuro-cognitive Performance in Children with Type 1 Diabetes—A Meta-analysis 
Objective To conduct meta-analyses of neuropsychological performance in young people with type 1 diabetes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66850  

Cognitive Coping Moderates the Association between Violent Victimization by Peers and Substance Use among Adolescents 
Objective This study tested whether violent victimization by peers was associated with alcohol and tobacco use among adolescents, and whether adaptive coping styles moderated associations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66851  

Increased access to emergency contraception: why it may fail 
BACKGROUND: To explore why increased access to emergency contraception (EC) failed to reduce pregnancies in a recent randomized controlled trial. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66852  

The effectiveness of exercise in the management of post-natal depression: systematic review and meta-analysis 
Post-natal depression (PND) is a serious mental health problem that may be reduced by exercise. National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence in England have recommended that health professions should consider exercise as a treatment for PND. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66854  

Association of duration of television viewing in early childhood with the subsequent development of asthma 
Objective: To investigate whether duration of television (TV) viewing in young children is associated with subsequent development of asthma. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66896  

Effect of food intake during labour on obstetric outcome: randomised controlled trial 
Objective To investigate the effect of feeding during labour on obstetric and neonatal outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66897  

Reading and communication skills after universal newborn screening for permanent childhood hearing impairment 
Background: Birth in periods with universal newborn screening (UNS) for permanent childhood hearing impairment (PCHI) and early confirmation of PCHI have been associated with superior subsequent language ability in children with PCHI. However their effects on reading and communication skills have not been addressed in a population-based study. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66899  

Sleep problems in a Down syndrome population 
Objective: To determine the prevalence of sleep problems in children with Down syndrome. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66900  

Gestational weight gain among US women who deliver twins, 2001-2006 
Current guidelines recommend a gestational weight gain of 35-45 pounds for a twin pregnancy, but actual levels of weight gain during pregnancy among US women delivering twins are currently unknown. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66902  

How reliable is the determination of cervical dilation? Comparison of vaginal examination with spatial position-tracking ruler 
The purpose of this study was to evaluate the accuracy of clinical measurement of cervical dilation with a position-tracking system during vaginal examination. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66903  

Determination of fetal head station and position during labor: a new technique that combines ultrasound and a position-tracking system 
The purpose of this study was to compare the ultrasound-based LaborPro (Trig Medical Ltd, Yokneam, Israel) system determination of fetal head station and position with routine vaginal examination. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66904  

Drug use and limited prenatal care: an examination of responsible barriers 
The purpose of this study was to determine sociodemographic, psychosocial, and health belief factors that explain the association between maternal drug use and little or no prenatal care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66905  

Infant morbidity and mortality associated with vaginal delivery in twin gestations 
To compare infant outcomes for twin gestations delivered vaginally with those with cesarean delivery by using a large national dataset containing birth certificate data. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66907  

'Junk food' diet and childhood behavioural problems: results from the ALSPAC cohort 
Background/Objectives: To determine whether a 'junk food' diet at age 4½ is associated with behavioural problems at age 7. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66913  

Spontaneous preterm birth and small for gestational age infants in women who stop smoking early in pregnancy: prospective cohort study 
The objective of this study was to compare pregnancy outcomes between women who stopped smoking in early pregnancy and those who either did not smoke in pregnancy or continued to smoke. It concluded that in women who stopped smoking before 15 weeks’ gestation, rates of spontaneous preterm birth and small for gestational age infants did not differ from those in non-smokers, indicating that these severe adverse effects of smoking may be reversible if smoking is stopped early in pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67077  

Effect of school-based physical activity interventions on body mass index in children: a meta-analysis 
School-based physical-activity interventions have little if any effect on body mass index. In their systematic review of 18 trials, Harris and colleagues found that, compared with the usual programs in schools, changing the duration, intensity or structure of the activity made little difference to body composition. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67078  

Tackling the epidemic of childhood obesity [commentary] 
Physical-activity programs in schools have other benefits, and multilevel society-wide approaches are needed to tackle obesity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67079  

Do educational materials change knowledge and behaviour about crying and shaken baby syndrome? A randomized controlled trial 
Educational material from the Period of PURPLE Crying program led to improvements in mothers’ knowledge about crying infants and in some behaviours related to preventing shaking of infants in this randomized controlled trial involving 1279 mothers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67080  

Preventing head trauma from abuse in infants [Commentary] 
Shaken baby syndrome is devastating, but rare, and educational interventions are probably effective at reducing its frequency. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67081  



Consultations

Consultation on European Commission Proposals to Amend the Pregnant Workers Directive 
This consultation seeks views on the European Commission's proposal to amend the Pregnant Workers Directive in order to contribute to better work-life balance through improving the protections offered to pregnant workers and workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding. Deadline date: 22 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66818  

Student midwives needed to take part in an RCM/RCOG survey 
Student midwives - have your say about the quality of your clinical learning experience. The Royal College of Midwives and Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists have just launched a national audit on the clinical learning environment for student midwives and medical students. Your views on the quality of your learning experience in clinical practice would be valuable so please follow the link below and complete the questionnaire.This survey will close on 30 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66929  

Expressions of interest for fieldwork on the draft guidance for ‘Preventing unintentional road injuries among under 15s: road design’ 
The Centre for Public Health Excellence (CHPE) at NICE wishes to commission fieldwork to validate the draft recommendations from the guidance on the prevention of unintentional injury among under 15’s through road design or modification. Expressions of interest should be submitted electronically no later than 4pm on 22 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66930  

Expressions of interest for fieldwork on the draft guidance for ‘Prevention of unintentional injuries among Under 15’s in the home' 
The Centre for Public Health Excellence (CHPE) at NICE wishes to commission fieldwork to validate the draft recommendations from the guidance on the prevention of unintentional injury among under 15’s in the home. This is currently under development. Expressions of interest should be submitted electronically no later than 4pm on 22nd April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66931  

Consultation begins on new end of life care guidance 
The General Medical Council has launched a consultation on new draft guidance, End of life treatment and care: Good practice in decision-making. The consultation runs until 13 July 2009, and is open to anyone with an interest in the issues covered by the guidance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66937  

Coordinator training for the Newly Qualified Social Worker and the Early Professional Development projects 
The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) will be providing support for social workers in their first, second and third years of employment in children's services. To ensure this support is of high quality, CWDC is offering training to employers, supervisors and programme coordinators involved within the Newly Qualified Social Worker (NQSW) and the Early Professional Development (EPD) projects. NQSW and EPD are two separate but interlinked projects. Therefore, CWDC is inviting bids from suitably experienced organisations able to support both projects which have similar activities but separate considerations. Application closing date: 22 May 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67055  

Consultation: Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity 
The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. The guidance is supplementary to, and should be used in conjunction with, the Government’s statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006). This supplementary guidance is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm. Closing date: 19 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66324  
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Children's environment and health strategy for the United Kingdom: a consultation document 
The Children's Environment and Health Strategy for the United Kingdom (UK) makes recommendations as to the areas that may need to be addressed in order to meet the UK's commitments to the Children's Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe (CEHAPE) and further improve children's environmental health in the UK. Feedback is currently being sought from interested parties on the Children's Environment and Health Strategy for the UK. 
Deadline for responses: 13 June 2008 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66044 
Consultation on Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Decontamination of reusable medical devices - Parts B, C and D 
This consultation seeks views on a best practice guide on the use of decontamination equipment used to reprocess reusable medical devices. Deadline date: 29 May 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65749  

Get involved in Essex 
Get involved and help improve specialist care for newborn babies in Essex Parents, local people and professionals across Essex are being asked for their views on the new proposals for improving specialist care for premature and sick babies in the county. A series of discussion events are being held across Essex between now and the end of May. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66034  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  
Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  



Events and Training

Domestic violence: children's perspectives and professional responses 
London, 12 May 2009
This conference aims to share understanding of how professionals are responding to children living with domestic violence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66804  

Examining the Role of Children’s Trusts: Working in Partnership Towards Collective Aims 
London, 24 June 2009
Following the recent announcement that every local authority will have to have in place a multi-agency Children’s Trust Board, delegates at this Westminster Briefing will have the opportunity to consider the emerging role of Children’s Trusts and whether they can develop a leadership role for children’s services. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66813  

Healthy Lives, Brighter Futures: A New Strategy for 21st Century Children’s Health 
London, 20 May 2009 
The joint strategy, Healthy lives, brighter futures: the strategy for children and young people’s health, sets out for the first time what children and their families can expect from child health services in their areas from birth through to the age of 19. Delegates at this special Westminster Briefing conference will have the opportunity to examine the content of the strategy and consider the implications for local authorities, health practitioners in primary, acute care and early years settings as well as schools and colleges. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66816  

Implementing The Laming Recommendations: Keeping Children Safe 
London, 21 May 2009 
Following the events in Haringey and subsequent investigations in a number of other authorities, the Secretary of State asked Lord Laming to prepare an “urgent report of progress made across the country to implement effective arrangements for safeguarding children”. Lord Laming was asked to identify “what specific actions should be taken by Government and national and local agencies to overcome these barriers [to progress] and accelerate systematic improvements in safeguarding practice across the country”. Delegates at this Westminster Briefing will have the opportunity to consider the impact of Lord Laming’s recommendations on child protection, bringing together all the key agencies and stakeholders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66817  

Easier said than done - 20 years of children's rights between law and practice 
London, 11 June 2009
Within the field of human rights in general, emphasis has been placed on the legal dimension and the incorporation of international conventions into domestic legislation. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its near global ratification have been seen as true accomplishments in this sense. Yet, despite this recognition and success, the range and severity of problems faced by children at the start of the twenty-first century are persisting, if not increasing. The year 2009 marks the 20th anniversary of the Convention. The occasion provides a timely opportunity to assess the value of the CRC in engaging with dilemmas on the ground, in devising multi-faceted approaches other than a purely legal or technical response, and in evolving to meet new challenges that emerge from its practical implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66888  

Rapid response after unexpected death 
London, 15 July 2009
This day will look at best practice in the rapid response following the unexpected death of a child, and will be aimed at all professionals working in this area. The rapid response and follow up to all infant deaths has been a new requirement after the introduction of new regulations in April 2008. Such an approach involves examination at the A&E department, a home visit and a post mortem examination drawing on information already provided. The aim is to answer not just “what did this baby die of?” but the broader question of “why did this baby die?” . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66891  

Delivering sustainable schools - linking children's wellbeing and the environment 
London, 20 May 2009
Every school should be a sustainable school by 2020. This seminar will help you to understand how sustainable schools can both prepare children for the future and support school improvement. It will introduce the government's National Framework and self evaluation for sustainable schools, which will help you identify ways that schools can develop sustainability practices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66928  
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If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


