[image: image1.jpg]


 
ChiMat Knowledge Update

1 May 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  Updates to ChiMat data atlas
· Road casualty data in the atlas has been updated. This is the data for National Indicator 48 (The percentage change in number of children killed or seriously injured during the calendar year compared to the previous year. Figures are based on a 3 year rolling average, up to the current year.). This can be found under the young people theme
· Key stage 3 attainment data added to data atlas. This can be found under the 'school aged children' theme.
· National Indicators Updated

The enjoy and achieve national indicators have been updated with the latest available data. Indicators updated are: 
NI 73 Achievement at level 4 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 2.
NI 74 Achievement at level 5 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 3.
NI 78 Reduction in number of schools where fewer than 30% of pupils achieve 5 or more A*- C grades at GCSE and equivalent including GCSEs in English and Maths.
NI 87 Secondary school persistent absence rate DCSF.
NI 107 Key Stage 2 attainment for Black and minority ethnic groups.
· Child Health Profiles Updated to include the latest data for young people not in education employment or training (NEET).
· Data on number of stillbirths and rate per 1000 total births have been added to the data atlas. This data are available at county level and for the years 2005 to 2007.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

Job opportunity in ChiMat – Head of Health Intelligence (ChiMat) Pay band 8a
We are looking to recruit a new member of the ChiMat core team to help deliver a challenging and exciting national work programme. In this role you’ll lead the analysis and knowledge management team, providing expert advice and guidance on child and maternal health intelligence.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_VACANCIES
News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

The Children's Society calls on Ministers to protect children from unfair treatment 
Children's charities accuse the Government of failing to protect children from discrimination. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67892  

Meningitis cases hit record low 
Cases of bacterial meningitis in children are at a record low thanks to NHS immunisation programmes, Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67893  

TB vaccine enters new trial stage 
The first new TB vaccine for 80 years is being given to infants in the next stage of trials, say Oxford University researchers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67894  

Scotland praised for mental health investment 
A leading mental health charity has called on England to follow Scotland's lead after the Scottish Government announced a £4m investment in mental health provision for young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67895  

BMA sets out plans to tackle EWTD training challenge 
Employers are still confident that they will achieve the average 48 hours working week by August 2009, according to a recent meeting of the European Working Time Directive (EWTD) reference group at NHS Employers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67908  

Compulsory sex education plan 
Lessons in health and life skills are part of a well-rounded 21st Century education, says schools secretary. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67936  

Save the Children urges government not to abandon child poverty pledge 
Save the Children urges Alistair Darling to hold fast to the Labour government’s historic commitment to halve child poverty by 2010 and eradicate it by 2020, by committing £3 billion for Britain’s poorest families on budget day. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67937  

Online joint practice tool for local services 
The Audit Commission is set to launch an online tool to improve the work of joined-up local services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67972  

Laming tells child protection managers to shield frontline 
Lord Laming has called on child protection managers to protect their own staff from criticism by shouldering the blame when mistakes are made. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67978  

Breast milk battle 
US magazine re-ignites the debate over breastfeeding 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67979  

Bed sharing 'risks babies' lives' 
Parents get a renewed warning not to risk their babies' lives by sharing a bed with them while sleeping. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67981  

Equality and Human Rights Commission calls for radical approach to parental leave that gives mothers and fathers real choice 
The Commission has launched its proposals for a fundamental change in parental leave, to give mothers and fathers greater support in bringing up children. The carefully-costed plan aims to increase the take-up of the present provision by those currently missing out – namely fathers and lower income parents. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68016  

Children’s Charity ACT launches new guide to support the development of children’s palliative care services 
Leading UK children’s palliative care charity ACT has today (30 April 2009) launched a new and updated edition of A Guide to the Development of Children’s Palliative Care Services. This new resource, now in its third edition, has been described as an invaluable tool for professionals who are concerned with developing, providing or commissioning services for children who have life-limiting or life-threatening health conditions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68021  

Bill seeks to stop parents exploiting children in media 
MPs are seeking a change in the law to halt a "terrible trend of abuse" in which parents expose children to harmful publicity purely to get money. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68023  

Call for health visitors to be based in children's centres 
Primary care trusts (PCTs) should consider placing all health visitors in children's centres, the author of a community health report has said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68024  

Campaign to stop to prevent child sexual abuse launched 
Stop it Now! Wales is a campaign which calls on the public to face the facts and start taking positive action to prevent child sexual abuse in Wales. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68077  

EWTD The Academy of Medical Royal Colleges publishes chronology of interactions and output in relation to EWTD along with a statement from the AOMRC Trainee Group and correspondence from the AOMRC Patient Lay Group. 
Together with its constituent Colleges and Faculties, its Trainee Doctors Group, and its Patient and Lay Group, the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges has a duty to safeguard the quality and safety of patient care in the NHS and a concern for the proper training of doctors....
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68091  


Centre to study health incentives 
The Centre for the Study of Incentives in Healthcare (CSI Health), a new research centre examining the ethics, economics and psychology of the use of incentives in healthcare, opens this week at King’s College London. It will be located in the Psychology Department on the Guy’s Campus. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68092  

Call for local practice examples 
C4EO are keen to hear from you about local practice that is leading to significantly improved outcomes for children, young people and their families. We will incorporate validated local practice examples into our full reviews on ‘what works’, which will be shared with other decision-makers in the children’s services field. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68094  



Guides and Practice

Guidance on planning for and responding to pandemic flu 
In the light of the swine flu outbreak, the DCSF is asking local authorities to review their current plans should a pandemic or other emergency occur. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68022  

A process for change: A practical guide to improving access to services for black and minority ethnic disabled children and their families 
A guide for practitioners to help them meet the requirements of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act 2000 and to improve their services to Black disabled children and their families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68093  



Policy and Government Reports

Guidance on planning for and responding to pandemic flu 
In the light of the swine flu outbreak, the DCSF is asking local authorities to review their current plans should a pandemic or other emergency occur. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68022  



Reports

Clinical Assessment and Management of Toddlers With Suspected Autism Spectrum Disorder: Insights From Studies of High-Risk Infants 
With increased public awareness of the early signs and recent American Academy of Pediatrics recommendations that all 18- and 24-month-olds be screened for autism spectrum disorders, there is an increasing need for diagnostic assessment of very young children. However, unique challenges exist in applying current diagnostic guidelines for autism spectrum disorders to children under the age of 2 years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67907  


Making the case: why children should be protected from age discrimination and how it can be done 
Young Equals calls on the UK Government to include the following protection for children in the Equality Bill: Protection for children from age discrimination in the provision of goods, facilities and services An integrated public sector equality duty that promotes the equal worth and human dignity of every person, including on grounds of their age. The duty must apply in relation to children in all public sector settings including schools and children’s services A requirement for reasonable adjustments to be made to enable equal access to public transport and public buildings for babies and young children. The contents of this briefing are based on the UK Government’s proposals for the Equality Bill at the time of going to print. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67973  

Children and Young People's Culture Team Prospectus 
This document provides an overview of the children and young people's culture team, which brings together for the first time a range of government-funded programmes in DCSF and DCMS offering cultural experiences for children and young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68014  

Autoimmunity: Preventing recurrent pregnancy loss: time to rethink the standard of care? 
Aspirin in combination with heparin is the accepted treatment for pregnant women with a history of recurrent pregnancy loss (RPL) who are positive for antiphospholipid antibodies (aPL). A randomized controlled trial by Carl Laskin and colleagues, however, found that the effect of this treatment on pregnancy outcomes is no different than that of treatment with aspirin alone, adding to the growing body of evidence that questions the need for thromboprophylaxis in pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68015  

Impact of occupational factors on pregnancy 
Working conditions can help healthcare professionals predict birth weight and preterm delivery a new study concludes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68026  

The Arrest and Detention of Children Subject to Immigration Control: A report following the Children’s Commissioner for England’s visit to Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal Centre 
Using the power of entry given by Parliament, the Children’s Commissioner for England, Sir Al Aynsley-Green, visited Yarl’s Wood Immigration Removal Centre (IRC) on 16 May 2008.3 The purpose of the visit was to see first hand the provision and conditions at Yarl’s Wood, and to hear from children, young people and their families about their experiences of the detention process. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68027  

Patient Advice and Liaison Services (PALS) case studies launched 
NCB has produced a collection of case studies of Patient Advice and Liaison Services (PALS) engaging children and young people in their services. This unique publication is part of the NCB programme, PALS: getting it right for children and young people, that aims to equip PALS staff with the skills, knowledge and confidence to involve children and young people in their service. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68028  


Parent/child rapport may reduce youth drinking issues 
Quality of relationship may make all the difference in reducing drinking problems for some teens. A new study found that if parents share a solid relationship with their teenage children, those children may be more likely to begin drinking at a later age than if the relationship suffered. Reported in the May issue of the 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68075  

AAP renames shaken baby syndrome 
The phrase "shaken baby syndrome" is going the way of consumption and lock jaw. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) wants the term "abusive head trauma" to be used instead, citing its more scientific basis. The new phrase takes its name from the effect (trauma to a developing brain) and not the cause (in this case, shaking a newborn with weak neck muscles.) 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68076  



Research

Controlled Clinical Trial of Zolpidem for the Treatment of Insomnia Associated With Attention-Deficit/ Hyperactivity Disorder in Children 6 to 17 Years of Age 
OBJECTIVE. The goal was to evaluate the hypnotic efficacy of zolpidem at 0.25 mg/kg per day (maximum of 10 mg/day), compared with placebo, in children 6 through 17 years of age who were experiencing insomnia associated with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67901  

Pediatricians' Perceptions of and Preferred Timing for Pediatric Palliative Care 
OBJECTIVES. This study investigates how pediatricians define palliative care and their preferences regarding the timing of referrals for children with life-limiting diseases. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67902  

Seven-Year Experience With a Surveillance Program to Reduce Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus Colonization in a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
OBJECTIVES. The objectives of this study were to determine the incidence rates of neonatal methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus colonization and infection after the implementation of a NICU methicillin-resistant S aureus surveillance and isolation program and to describe the characteristics of infants with methicillin-resistant S aureus colonization and invasive disease. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67903  

Maternal Smoking During Pregnancy and Neonatal Behavior: A Large-Scale Community Study 
OBJECTIVE. To investigate the influence of prospectively measured smoking during pregnancy on aspects of neonatal behavior in a large community sample. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67904  

Strategies for the Prevention of MP3-Induced Hearing Loss Among Adolescents: Expert Opinions From a Delphi Study 
OBJECTIVE. To identify parties involved in the prevention of MP3-induced hearing loss among adolescents and potentially effective prevention strategies and interventions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67905  


Psychological Distress, Television Viewing, and Physical Activity in Children Aged 4 to 12 Years 
OBJECTIVES. Sedentary behavior and physical activity may be independent risk factors for psychological distress in adolescents, although there is no existing information for children. We examined the cross-sectional association between psychological distress, television and screen entertainment time, and physical activity levels among a representative sample of children aged 4 to 12 years from the 2003 Scottish Health Survey. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67906  

Dietary patterns in pregnancy and respiratory and atopic outcomes in childhood 
Studies of the relation between maternal diet in pregnancy and respiratory and atopic outcomes in the offspring have focused on the effects of individual nutrients and foods rather than dietary patterns. A study was undertaken to determine whether dietary patterns in pregnancy are related to childhood asthma and related outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67980  

Role of placenta in the vertical transmission of human immunodeficiency virus 
Objective: Review the role and mechanism of in utero placental transmission of HIV-1. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68017  

A randomized clinical trial evaluating silicone earplugs for very low birth weight newborns in intensive care 
Objective: To determine whether very low birth weight (VLBW) newborns (<1500 g) wearing silicone earplugs grow larger and perform better on developmental exams than controls. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68018  

The child, the family and the GP - Tensions and conflicts of interest in safeguarding children 
This research sought to explore the nature and consequences of tensions and conflicts of interest for GPs in safeguarding children and how these are seen and responded to from a range of professional, parental and child perspectives and managed in order to promote best practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68074  

Timing of children's vaccinations in 45 low-income and middle-income countries: an analysis of survey data 
Vaccinations are often delayed until well after the recommended ages, leaving many children exposed for longer than they should be. We estimated vaccination coverage at different ages, and delays in administration, in 45 low-income and middle-income countries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68086  


Consultations

Proposed Harmonised Data Standards and Definitions for the Children's and Young People's and Local Government Workforce 
This consultation seeks views on proposals for harmonised data standards and definitions for the children’s and young people’s and local government workforces. Deadline date: 20 July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67935  


Consultation on Giving Children and Young People a Right to Appeal 
This consultation seeks views on giving children and young people a right to appeal decisions regarding exclusions and special educational need statements and assessments and to make disability discrimination claims in England. Deadline date: 21 July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67977 
Consultation on European Commission Proposals to Amend the Pregnant Workers Directive 
This consultation seeks views on the European Commission's proposal to amend the Pregnant Workers Directive in order to contribute to better work-life balance through improving the protections offered to pregnant workers and workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding. Deadline date: 22 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66818  

Consultation begins on new end of life care guidance 
The General Medical Council has launched a consultation on new draft guidance, End of life treatment and care: Good practice in decision-making. The consultation runs until 13 July 2009, and is open to anyone with an interest in the issues covered by the guidance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66937  

Coordinator training for the Newly Qualified Social Worker and the Early Professional Development projects 
The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) will be providing support for social workers in their first, second and third years of employment in children's services. To ensure this support is of high quality, CWDC is offering training to employers, supervisors and programme coordinators involved within the Newly Qualified Social Worker (NQSW) and the Early Professional Development (EPD) projects. NQSW and EPD are two separate but interlinked projects. Therefore, CWDC is inviting bids from suitably experienced organisations able to support both projects which have similar activities but separate considerations. Application closing date: 22 May 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67055  

Consultation: Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity 
The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. Closing date: 19 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66324  

Consultation on Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Decontamination of reusable medical devices - Parts B, C and D 
This consultation seeks views on a best practice guide on the use of decontamination equipment used to reprocess reusable medical devices. Deadline date: 29 May 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65749  

Get involved in Essex 
Get involved and help improve specialist care for newborn babies in Essex Parents, local people and professionals across Essex are being asked for their views on the new proposals for improving specialist care for premature and sick babies in the county. A series of discussion events are being held across Essex between now and the end of May. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66034  

Events and Training

A Practical Guide to Delivering High Quality Care for All through Quality Indicators and Metrics 
London, 10 June 2009

Implementing the recommendations from the NHS Next Stage Review Final Report 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67898  

Emotional Wellbeing in Primary Schools - Recognising difficulties and promoting positive outcomes 
Warminster, 20 June 2009

By attending this conference you will gain an understanding of mental health and emotional well-being in childhood. Well known syndromes and disorders in child and adolescent psychiatry will be covered in a practice based context. Most child professionals, teachers and social workers struggle to find the time to keep up with this area of their work and will find the day a practical update. The conference may also be useful for SENCOs and TAs working with children with emotional difficulties. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67899 

RCM Annual Conference 
Manchester, 26 November 2009

The RCM Annual Conference 2009 will be held at Manchester Central from 26-27 November 2009. The theme for this year will be "Pioneering the Mother and Baby Pathway". 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68025  

Implementing the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act 2009 
London, 4 June 2009

Local authorities will be implementing the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Act from November 2009. The legislation is lengthy and complex, and will affect all the work of local authorities’ children's and economic development services. By early June, the legislation will be half-way through its Parliamentary scrutiny. It is an opportune time for local authorities to take stock and plan to implement the Act. The Government has taken the lead on working with local government on the transfer of responsibility for funding and planning 16 to 19 education and training; however, other parts of the Bill have not received as much attention. The seminar will provide an overview of the Bill and give senior local government staff the opportunity to understand its impact and draw up implementation action plans. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68073  

Community Care Live 2009 
London, 13 May 2009

Registration for this event is free Details of the event are online, and there will be regular updates on workshops and plenary sessions as the event approaches. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68078  

Tackling Teenage Pregnancy - Capita’s 5th National Conference 
London, 14 May 2009

Capita’s 5th National Tackling Teenage Pregnancy Conference brings together expert speakers to provide a strategic update and practical guidance on effective ways to prevent teenage pregnancy. Engage with fellow stakeholders sharing your commitment to radically reduce teenage pregnancy rates in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68079  

Safety First: Working with families and children affected by alcohol misuse 
London, 18 May 2009

The focus of this conference is on alcohol, the impact it can have on children and families, and the responses required to effectively and safely meet this client group's needs. This conference examines the evidence and demonstrates the practical ways professionals can respond to and support children and families, as well as posing questions for services 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68080  

The Journey to Recovery: Safeguarding children living with trauma & family violence - assessment & intervention 
London, 21 May 2009 

This conference focuses on assessment and intervention with children and families living in a climate of trauma and family violence
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68081  

TAC (Team Around the Child) Seminar 
Birmingham, 16 June 2009

TAC is a very successful approach for babies and young children who require ongoing multiple interventions. It takes inter-agency and multi-disciplinary joined-upness beyond co-ordination of interventions into detailed collaboration over the child’s development and learning programmes. TAC’s breadth encompasses children with disabilities and children at risk and its depth extends to transdisciplinary teamwork. At this seminar there will be presentations by Peter Limbrick and by representatives of two successful TAC services. There will be space for small group discussions to explore TAC and share good practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68082  

Working together to prevent child death in the 21st century; Lessons learnt, effective practice and future challenges 
Leicester, 25 September 2009

This conference will explore findings and learning from child deaths and consider multi-agency approaches to their prevention. Topics to be covered include: self harm and suicide of children and YP; new child death overview panels;  child death through domestic violence, separation and contact issues; honour based violence; neglect and indicators of abuse .
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68083  

National Children and Adults Services Conference 2009 - rising to the challenge: brighter futures for all 
Harrogate, 21 October 2009

This conference brings together councillors, senior officers, policymakers and service managers with responsibilities for children’s and adult social care in the statutory, voluntary and private sector. Over a 3 day period, delegates will address the challenges that arise in the children and adult sector and how the outcomes can predict a brighter future in the changing political landscape. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68084 
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


