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ChiMat Knowledge Update

9 January 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!   ChiMat Data Atlas updates
· Child Health Profiles updated (8 Jan 2009)

Latest data on infant mortality and child obesity has been updated.
· National Compendium data updated(6 Jan 2009)

The following datasets have been updated:
Fertility rates; Infant mortality; Live births in NHS hospitals; Low birth weight; Terminations; 

Teenage pregnancies

http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk  
News


Warning over youth mental health 
Young unemployed adults need more help to deal with mental health problems, the Prince's Trust charity has warned... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63026  

Monitoring mental health by text 
Every morning at precisely 10 am Joe (not his real name) gets a text message from his clinician, asking how he is feeling. From the data received the medical team can plot his mood swings, monitor how his medication is working and assess when he needs his next face-to-face appointment... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63027  

Virginity pledge ineffective against teen sex despite government funding, US study finds 
US teenage virgins who pledged to abstain from sex until they were married had sexual behaviour in the next five years similar to that of teenagers who had not taken an abstinence pledge, a study has shown (Pediatrics 2009, doi:10.1542/peds.2009-0407). http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63029  

Teen sport protects bones 
“Playing ball games as a teenager can cut the chances of going on to suffer from brittle bones,” says The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper says weight-bearing sport strengthens the bones and keeps them healthy for a further 40 years. This ‘behind the headlines’ article explores the science and evidence behind this story. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63030  

Children keep weight gain 
“Childhood obesity is determined before the age of five,” says The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper says a new study has found that the majority of seriously overweight children gained much of their excess weight before they started school. This 'behind the headlines' article explores the science and evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63032  

Best practices sought to tackle child poverty 
The Government’s new Take Up Taskforce is asking local authorities and their partners to show how they are tackling child poverty by supporting parents to take up tax credits and benefits. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63053  

Foster Carers who also provide childcare 
Anyone providing childcare for children aged 0-8 which meets definition of childcare in Childcare Act 2006, and is not exempted from requirement to register, must legally be registered with Ofsted. This will run until 30 January 2009 It is the responsibility of local authorities to inform foster carers who may be in this position that they must apply for Ofsted registration. HMRC plan to amend their regulations, so that only Ofsted registered childcare and care exempt from registration, will qualify. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63054  

Changing Children's Services: working and learning together 
As children's services undergo further change this is a timely book, the third in the Working Together for Children series, writes Steve Rogowski. It is well-designed, illustrative, clear and easy to read. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63072  

Childhood trauma and ME 
“Low levels of the stress hormone cortisol marks out children at higher risk of developing chronic fatigue syndrome as adults,” reported the BBC today (6 Jan 09). It said that if children with low levels of cortisol are exposed to trauma, such as sexual abuse, they are six times more likely to develop the condition. Contrary to the impression that might be gained from parts of the news report, this study did not assess cortisol levels in childhood, but only in adults with or without CFS. This 'behind the headlines' article explores the science and evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63073  

'Third-hand smoke' danger 
“Parents who limit their smoking to the garden could still be harming their children,” warns The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper says this is because children can inhale toxins which remain on the clothes, hair and skin after smoking, which it terms as ‘third-hand smoke’. The story is based on a US study. The research behind this story did not actually assess the dangers of “third-hand” smoke, but instead surveyed people’s beliefs about these dangers, and whether this was related to the likelihood of banning smoking in their own homes. This 'behind the headlines' article explores the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63074  

Autism test 'could hit maths skills' 
The prospect of a prenatal test for autism, allowing couples to choose whether to have a baby with the condition, is coming closer. And with it also comes the possibility of a prenatal drug treatment being developed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63089  
UK pinpointed for measles figures 
The UK is named as one of the worst countries in Europe for measles, dashing global hopes to eradicate the disease by 2010. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63090  

Changes to the Children's Care, Learning and Development (CCLD) Apprenticeship Framework 
Following an evaluation and review of the Children's Care, Learning and Development Apprenticeship and Advanced Apprenticeship framework, minor changes have been made to the framework and these were approved by the Apprenticeship Approvals Group on 13 October 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63091  

Children 'desensitised' to sexual bullying and assault, survey finds 
Almost one in ten children are victims of online sexual threats and bullying, according to a survey for the BBC. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63092  

Childrens Hospices International 20th World Congress - Save the Dates and Call for Abstracts 
The congress will take place at the Cape Town International Convention Centre, situated in the heart of the city of Cape Town from 14 - 16 September 2009. CHI calls for participation of experienced professionals committed to helping others to "nurture the spirit of compassion, knowledge and understanding", by sharing insights and innovations to overcome challenges faced in providing quality pediatric palliative care. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63097  

New guidelines prioritise welfare of young asylum seekers 
Guidelines which came into force yesterday prioritise the welfare of children within the UK immigration system. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63120  

Almost £46 million for services for children, young people and families 
More than 100 voluntary sector organisations have been awarded funding as part of a £46 million fund over the next 2 years designed to improve the life chances of children and young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63128  

Fertility treatment on the NHS is still a postcode lottery: research 
Fertility treatment on the NHS is still a postcode lottery as funding criteria varies around the country and no trusts are complying with national guidance, research has found. Four years after guidance was issued saying that eligible couples should receive three full cycles of IVF treatment on the NHS, it is not being implemented as money is diverted to other patients, a conference heard.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63129  

Early Years Magazine 
Early Years is a quarterly magazine for everyone who works with children and families. It features good practice, innovation and different views from right across the sector.The winter 2008 issue has been added. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63140  

Review author defends his call for staff to be allowed to cause pain 
An expert who led a review of restraint on young offenders has defended his controversial call for staff to be permitted to inflict pain in dangerous situations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63141  
CRB: Quarter of people know nothing of safeguarding agency 
More than a quarter of people know nothing about the Criminal Records Bureau six years after its creation, a survey for the agency has found. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63222  

Date revealed for start of new vetting scheme 
The government is to hand control of vetting and barring of children's workers over to the newly created Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) from 20 January. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63223  

Westminster launches text service to help locate children's services 
Westminster City Council has introduced a texting service that allows people to locate their nearest youth club, children's centre, library or leisure centre. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63227  

Councils fail to support nurseries 
Local authorities are not supporting nurseries to meet the changing needs of parents during the economic downturn, according to a survey of nursery managers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63229  

Government will hold 'dads' summit' to launch fathers campaign 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) is to stage a "dads' summit" before March to hammer out details of its forthcoming Think Fathers campaign. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63230  

Safeguarding inspections have 'a very short shelf life' 
Local authority safeguarding can go from excellent to inadequate in three months, the programme director of the national children's centre advisory body has warned. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63269  

YJB chief John Drew outlines his plans for the future 
The new chief executive of the Youth Justice Board, John Drew, will be pressing for closer links between specialist youth justice services and children's teams. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63282  

Balls orders intensive training for children's services directors in wake of Baby P tragedy 
The government is sending council children's services chiefs on intensive training programmes to help them deal with complex child protection cases in the wake of the Baby P tragedy. The move will address concerns that children's services directors have been too focused on schools at the expense of social care. Since children's services departments were merged in 2004, most director posts have gone to managers with an education, rather than a social services background. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63283  

Continued increase in measles cases 
1, 217 cases of confirmed measles have been reported to the Health Protection Agency up to the end of November 2008. Read more in this Health Protection Agency news release. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63287  



Guides and Practice

When a parent has a mental illness .... 
Did you know that there are lots of children who have a parent who might take medicine for feeling sad, getting very angry for no reason, not wanting to join in with things or saying and doing strange things? That may be because they have a mental illness. Did you know that 1 in 12 children has a parent who is unwell in this way? No-one really knows exactly what happens in the brain when people have an illness like this. This video gives an idea of what might be going on for some ,,,, The film is aimed at young carers themselves. Young carers talk about their lives caring for a parent with mental illness. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63001  

Child and Family Training 
Child and Family Training is a non-profit organisation working to promote evidence-based assessments and interventions with children and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63051  

New hardhitting film 
FSID have teamed up with advertising agency JWT to produce the film which focuses on the pain of losing a baby. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63098  

Independent mental health advocacy: guidance for commissioners 
The Independent Mental Health Advocate (IMHA) service commissioning guide has been prepared for the introduction of IMHA services on 1 April 2009. The guide outlines the statutory IMHA role, discusses good practice for IMHA services and outlines the commissioning process required to ensure high quality IMHA services are provided for qualifying patients under the Mental Health Act 1983. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63122  

Mental Health Act 2007: briefing 
This briefing focuses on the 2007 Mental Health Act in relation to England. Most provisions of the 2007 Act came into effect in November 2008. Especially notable are extended powers of compulsion in the community – Supervised Community Treatment (SCT) – and a widening of the professional groups that can apply to fulfil new roles that exercise power under the Act – approved mental health professional (AMHP) and responsible clinician (RC). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63123  

Zero to Three 
Offers a comprehensive interactive resource for parents and early childhood education professionals on healthy development of children ages zero to three ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63130  

Local safeguarding children boards: exemplars of LSCB effective practice. 
Collection of case studies, the first set of 13 cover a range of areas, from governance and sharing policies and procedures to engaging with partners, that LSCBs had identified as requiring further information and support. The second set of eight case studies focus on: how the child protection system can intervene successfully to safeguard the siblings of gang members; and, how local services identify and safeguard sexually exploited young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63135  

Information and guidance for members of the public concerned about safeguarding and child protection 
This information sheet provides members of the public with details of the Government's commitment to safeguarding children, as well as clear guidelines on what to do and who to contact if there are concerns regarding the safety or welfare of an individual child or children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63232  


Policy and Government Reports

Transforming community services: currency and pricing options for community services 
This document is intended as a resource to be used by commissioners and providers of community services to help create transparent models of funding, through the use of new currencies and better pricing at a local level. New currencies (the units of healthcare for which a provider is funded) and better pricing are key to transforming community services, enabling commissioners to incentivise improvements in quality and value. The use of new currencies with accurate pricing should also lead to more services being available closer to home for patients. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63093  

Local Authority Measures for National Indicators Supported by the Tellus3 Survey 
These statistics are used to measure performance indicators on emotional health and well-being, percentage of children who have experienced bullying, more participation in positive activities, reducing the proportion of young people frequently using illicit drugs, alcohol or volatile substances and satisfaction with parks and play areas. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63139  

Reports


A common responsibility: The role of community-based child protection groups in protecting children from sexual abuse and exploitation 
This discussion paper shares Save the Children's experience of how community-based child protection groups can be effective in preventing and responding to sexual exploitation and abuse of children. It highlights the challenges encountered, and suggests ways in which such groups can be supported to increase their effectiveness, impact and sustainbility. A range of examples are included. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62999  

Special Commission of Inquiry into Child Protection Services in New South Wales 
A special commission of inquiry into child protection services in the Australian state of New South Wales concludes that mandatory reporting has led to the authorities being overburdened with referrals so they are unable to concentrate on the children most at risk of significant harm. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63000  

When childhood dies [Comment]
Few topics are more emotive than child maltreatment. Human societies place a high value on the richness and diversity that parents contribute to their children's upbringing, and bystanders and professionals alike will hesitate to intervene in or undermine the parent—child relationship unless there is definitive evidence that serious harm is being done. Yet the grating litany of child abuse by parents and other carers is familiar to all. The forced child labour endured by children in Victorian En ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63113  

Childhood Victimization: Violence, Crime, and Abuse in the Lives of Young People 
Last year marked the 50th anniversary of the founding of one of the original multidisciplinary child-protection teams, in the US city of Denver, by paediatrician C Henry Kempe and psychiatrist Brandt F Steele. Their experience with nine children treated on the paediatric service of Colorado General Hospital led to the publication of their landmark paper, “The Battered Child Syndrome” ( JAMA 1962; 181: 17—24). That paper estimated that there might be as many as 749 abused children in the USA annu ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63114  


Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro: giving a voice to children 
In early 2003, the then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan asked the Brazilian human rights expert Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro to lead a study into the violence perpetrated against the world's children. During the next 3 years, he worked to expose the scope of violence against children and its impact on their lives. Pinheiro's report made unhappy reading. Violence against children was widespread, he found: about 53 000 children died in 2002 as a result of homicide, while 150 million girls and 73 mill ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63115  

Desire, the link between intention and achievement: Commissioning is a parenting and child care activity 
The primary task of this paper is to start a discussion regarding the purpose and aims of commissioning in parenting and child care terms around the following question: What is the definition of quality we are using in planning placements for children and is it related to the task of caring for /parenting them? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63117  

Developing the NHS LifeCheck: A summary of the evidence base 
This publication provides an overview of the research and evidence gathered at each stage of the development of NHS LifeCheck so far. It summarises NHS LifeCheck’s policy background and how it fits with and supports the wider healthcare reform agenda. There is a chapter on each of the three LifeChecks: * NHS Early Years LifeCheck - for parents and carers of babies aged between five and eight months. * NHS Teen LifeCheck - for young people aged between 12 and 15 years. * NHS Mid-life LifeCheck – for people aged between 45 and 60 years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63121  

Violence and children's lives in the UK 
A UN study of violence against children looked at the experience of more than 175 children, aged 10-17 around the world. Academic Anna Gupta assesses the findings 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63133  

What's wrong with serious case reviews? 
Ofsted has found that nearly half of serious case reviews are inadequate. Maria Ahmed investigates what needs to change 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63134  

Mandatory reporting 
Provides an introduction to mandated reporting laws in the United States. Looks at the prevalence of under-reporting, particularly in less serious cases involving physical and emotional abuse, and the history of mandatory reporting in the US. Considers the variables which affect reporting such as reporter characteristics; knowledge of reporting laws; attitudes towards reporting; gender; and ethnicity. Variables in reporting different types of abuse are discussed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63136  

The shortfalls of IT in children's services 
As the government sets up a taskforce to examine the work of practitioners, professor Sue White and colleagues share their study on the IT challenge faced by social workers in child protection 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63137  

Monitoring poverty and social exclusion 2008
Full report analysing 56 indicators of poverty and social exclusion in the UK based on government data. The indicators measured include: low income, social cohesion, health and education. Reviews the changes in performance (improved, stayed steady or worsened) for each indicator over the ten year period since the first report was published in 1998. Chapters look at: money, children and young adults, working-age adults, older people and community. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63138  

Is neonatal circumcision clinically beneficial? Argument in favor 
The practice of circumcision has been recorded throughout history, and may be the oldest planned surgical procedure in civilization, dating back to 2200 BC. Despite the historical significance of circumcision, the procedure has been a perpetual source of controversy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63274  



Research

Supporting the participation of disabled children and young people in decision-making 
Increasing children's and young people's participation in decisions, about their own care and about service development, is a policy priority. Although in general participation is increasing, disabled children are less likely to be involved than non-disabled children and it is unclear to what extent children with complex needs or communication impairments are being included in participation activities. This article presents research exploring factors to support good practice in participation and discusses policy and practice implications. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63035  

The promotion of children's and adolescents' social participation in Italy and Scotland 
This article presents the theoretical framework, methodology and the main results of a comparative research on the promotion of children's social participation in Italy and Scotland, which was based on politicians', managers' and practitioners' representations. Promotion of participation here is considered a form of social intervention in which adults construct and treat children as citizens entitled to be involved in decision-making processes, due to their competence in self-expression and making choices. The study revealed a coexistence of different images of childhood and social intervention, as well as some interesting differences and similarities between the two socio-cultural contexts. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63036  

The value of play: Constructions of play in government policy in England 
This article reports one aspect of the findings from an assessment of the impact of national policies on children's opportunities for play in England, which was commissioned and funded by the Children's Play Council, London. Systematic analysis of policy documents and interviews with participants from local authorities and the voluntary sector revealed that the (Labour) Government does not promote a consistent conceptualisation of play in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63037  

Towards an understanding of factors influencing early years professionals' practice of consultation with young children 
Recent Government agendas in England highlight a need to involve children in policy and service design, provision and evaluation of services they use or which affect them. While consultation with older children has become more common, this is not the case for younger children. This article reports on a study exploring the current practice and experiences, perceptions and views of a sample of early years professionals with regard to consultation with young children. A theoretical model is presented which suggests that the different factors that influence whether or not practitioners consult with young children are connected and interrelated. Policy implications are also discussed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63038  

Health care use and health and functional impact of developmental disabilities among US children, 1997-2005 
This research aimed to present nationally representative estimates of health-related limitations, needs, and service use among US children with and without developmental disabilities (DDs). It concluded that developmental disabilities profoundly affect children's health and functioning. These data can inform evidence-based targeted prevention strategies for minimizing functional limitations and lifetime disability. Additional study of unmet needs and access to care is needed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63068  

Display of health risk behaviors on MySpace by adolescents: prevalence and associations 
The objective of the research was to determine the prevalence of and associations among displayed risk behavior information that suggests sexual behavior, substance use, and violence in a random sample of the self-reported 18-year-old adolescents' publicly accessible MySpace Web profiles. It concluded that adolescents frequently display risk behavior information on public Web sites. Further study is warranted to explore the validity of such information and the potential for using social networking Web sites for health promotion. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63069  

Reducing at-risk adolescents' display of risk behavior on a social networking web site: A randomized controlled pilot intervention trial 
The aim of this research was to determine whether an online intervention reduces references to sex and substance abuse on social networking Web sites among at-risk adolescents. It concluded that a brief e-mail intervention using social networking sites shows promise in reducing sexual references in the online profiles of at-risk adolescents. Further study should assess how adolescents view different risk behavior disclosures to promote safe use of the Internet. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63070  

Beliefs about the health effects of "Thirdhand" smoke and home smoking bans 
There is no safe level of exposure to tobacco smoke. Thirdhand smoke is residual tobacco smoke contamination that remains after the cigarette is extinguished. Children are uniquely susceptible to thirdhand smoke exposure. The objective of this study was to assess health beliefs of adults regarding thirdhand smoke exposure of children and whether smokers and nonsmokers differ in those beliefs. The research team hypothesized that beliefs about thirdhand smoke would be associated with household smoking bans. This study demonstrates that beliefs about the health effects of thirdhand smoke are independently associated with home smoking bans. Emphasizing that thirdhand smoke harms the health of children may be an important element in encouraging home smoking bans. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63071  

Increased immune reactivity is associated with complications in children with Crohn's disease 
Adult patients with Crohn's disease (CD) who show immune reactivity to microbial antigens are prone to developing CD complications. Dubinsky et al. evaluated a large, prospectively recruited pediatric cohort to establish whether this pattern is also seen in children with CD. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63116  

Identification of paediatric cancer patients with poor quality of life 
The primary objective was to describe predictors of physical, emotional and social quality of life (QoL) in children receiving active treatment for cancer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63118  

Incidence and survival of childhood bone cancer in northern England and the West Midlands, 1981–2002 
There is a paucity of population-based studies examining incidence and survival trends in childhood bone tumours. We used high quality data from four population-based registries in England. Incidence patterns and trends were described using Poisson regression. Survival trends were analysed using Cox regression. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63119  

Self-harm in adolescents: self-report survey in schools in Scotland 
To determine the prevalence of self-harm in adolescents in Scotland and the factors associated with it. Despite markedly different national suicide rates, the prevalence of self-harm in Scotland is similar to that in England with girls at least three times more likely to report self-harm than boys. The findings suggest a role for emotional literacy programmes in schools and highlight the importance of promoting positive mental health among adolescents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63132  

Folic acid supplementation for women with epilepsy who might become pregnant 
The risk of birth defects and fetal demise is increased in pregnant women who are taking antiepileptic medications, many of which antagonize folate action. Any woman with epilepsy who might become pregnant should receive preconceptual supplementation with folic acid, although the optimum dose remains unknown. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63216  

Predictors of early first sexual intercourse among adolescents in Cape Town, South Africa 
Early coital debut is a risk factor for HIV. In this paper we investigate the predictors of young adolescents' transition to first intercourse using a social cognition theoretical framework. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63262  

‘Imagine all that smoke in their lungs’: parents' perceptions of young children's tolerance of tobacco smoke 
Despite knowing the risks to their children's health, parents continue to expose their children to tobacco smoke prior to and after their birth. This study explores the factors influencing parent's behaviour in preventing the exposure of their (unborn) children to environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) and any changes to their smoking behaviour in the home during the first years of their children's lives. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63263  

Does targeting injury prevention towards families in disadvantaged areas reduce inequalities in safety practices? 
Inequalities in childhood injury and safety practices exist, but there is little evidence that targeted interventions can reduce such inequalities. This study examines the effect of a home safety intervention on reducing inequalities in safety practices using a secondary analysis of data from a randomized controlled trial. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63264  

Home and child safety on reality television 
Injuries, many of which occur at home, are the leading cause of death for children. With such an extensive problem, it is natural to look for outlets such as mass media to reach large numbers of families with educational messages about safety and injury prevention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63265  

Inequalities in toothbrushing among adolescents in Scotland 1998–2006 
The aim of this study was to examine trends in toothbrushing and inequalities in toothbrushing among girls and boys in Scotland between 1998 and 2006. A secondary aim was to investigate the association between the health promoting school (HPS) initiative and toothbrushing. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63266  

Obese girls differences in neighbourhood perceptions, screen time and socioeconomic status according to level of physical activity 
The purpose of this study was to investigate perceptions of neighbourhood, amount of screen time and socioeconomic status (SES) in active and non-active ‘overweight/obese girls'. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63267  

Predicting changes in physical activity among adolescents: the role of self-efficacy, intention, action planning and coping planning 
This paper aims to test the direct predictors of the theory of planned behaviour (TPB), action planning and coping planning as predictors of changes in physical activity (PA) in 157 adolescents (mean age: 12). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63268  



Consultations

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
This consultation seeks views on four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. Deadline date: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
You are invited to consult on the draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Psychological Therapies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on When to suspect child maltreatment is being developed by NICE for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations. 
Consultation dates: 16 December 2008 – 10 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62606  

Consultation on Statutory Guidance: The roles and responsibilities of the lead member for children's services and the director of children's services

This consultation seeks views on updated statutory guidance that explains the roles of the lead member and director of children's services and how working together as a team, they can be most effective in driving clear improvements in outcomes for children and young people. Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61020
Consultation on the Implementation in England of the EU School Milk Scheme

This consultation seeks views on the range of milk products offered under the EU School Milk Scheme and the future of the national top-up. Deadline: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61021
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Consultation

This consultation seeks views on changes to the code of practice, revised consent forms and presentation of clinic data for human fertilisation and embryology procedures.

Deadline date:  18 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61060

Events and Training

Justice for families - The impact of the family justice system on children's lives 
London, 25 March 2009

The conference will provide an important forum to discuss key issues concerning the practice of Family Law and how it impacts on the lives of children and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63002  

Have we got it right? A conference on safeguarding BME deaf and BME disabled children 
London, 26 March 2009
A conference bringing together policy makers, professionals and practitioners to identify the challenges, barriers and strategies for responding to the safeguarding needs of BME deaf and BME disabled children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63003  

Access to justice for children 
Oxford, 16 March 2009

Topics will include the protection of children’s rights: · in private law proceedings · when at risk of abduction · for children who have been trafficked · in youth justice The conference will be of interest to academics, barristers, solicitors, social workers, family court reporters, guardians, family mediators, judges, administrators, magistrates and researchers in social policy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63005  

What Do Children Need? Working with Families Involved with the Family Court 
Birmingham, 27 February 2009

This multi-agency conference aims to disseminate practice related research. This conference is aimed at researchers and practitioners within: Universities and Research Institutes, Cafcass, Local Authority Children’s Services, LSCBs, Health Services for Children and Young People and their Families, Courts and Legal Professionals and Voluntary Organisations involved with Children and Families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63006  

Protecting children - effectively managing child protection in schools and colleges 
London, 25 February 2009

Attend the 5th Annual Protecting Children Update and receive vital updates on current legislation and guidance so you can make sure you are meeting your safeguarding responsibilities. You will have the opportunity to meet and question leading experts so you can broaden your knowledge and improve working practices in your organisation 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63007  

Child or Adult? Sex Crimes and Adolescents 
Manchester, 25 February 2009

This conference focuses on an area which can lead to much confusion and concern. How do we and how should we deal with adolescents involved in sex crimes? Physiologically they may be an adult, legally still a child. Society’s view of them seems to fluctuate from moment to moment. Key speakers in the field will discuss the issues. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63008  

The Public Law Outline and the revised Guidance to Volume 1 of the Children Act 1989 
London, 3 March 2009

The implications for children and families – and early messages from implementation 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63009  

14-19 Child Protection 
London, 18 March 2009 

Current reforms to 14-19 education have made way for increased opportunities for students to participate in work-related learning environments. The increased exposure of young people to unregulated adult settings undoubtedly raises many new challenges and questions. How can you effectively safeguard teenagers in these settings? Indeed, what are your safeguarding responsibilities for students in work placements and how does this differ from traditional work experience procedures? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63010  

The Journey to Recovery: Safeguarding children living with trauma & family violence - assessment & intervention 
London, 21 May 2009

Recent high-profile safeguarding cases highlight the need for evidence-based practice: "Information and evidence should be collected, and systematic observation assessed within the context of an ecological framework based on clearly understood developmental and psychosocial theories including the relationship and developmental histories and processes that have shaped parents, families and children" (DCSF Research Report on Serious Case Reviews, Brandon 2008) This conference focuses on assessment and intervention with children and families living in a climate of trauma and family violence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63050  

Social networking and youth participation - action learning set 
London, January – June 2009 

Social networking has the potential to revolutionise how councils engage with children and young people. The LGiU's Children's Services Network will run an Action Learning Set between January and June 2009 for local authorities, voluntary sector organisations and the private sector. PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE! BOOK NOW BEFORE FRIDAY 16 JANUARY
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63088  

British Paediatric Surveillance Unit - Celebrating Recent Achievements 
London, 3 March 2009

As the BPSU completes its 22nd year of surveillance it is most appropriate that, through this conference, we can highlight the achievements of the unit with those who have contributed so much - you the clinicians. We have put together a programme that reviews the contribution the BPSU has made to the understanding and control of uncommon childhood conditions; considers the Unit’s impact on public health policy and how it has developed partnerships. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63094  

When a baby dies - supporting parents (includes exploration of an Islamic perspective) 
West Wycombe, 17 March 2009

To provide an opportunity for participants to explore the impact that pregnancy loss and the death of a baby can have on the family, and to identify families' needs from the Islamic perspective. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63099  

Children’s Services 2009: Driving continuous improvement through integrated working 
Sheffield, 22 January 2009 

This conference will provide an opportunity to consider how children’s services are being evaluated and improved and the real improvements being secured through areas including: A collaborative approach to implementing the national 14-19 reform agenda Ensuring data is shared securely Strategies for measuring success Building Schools for the Future agenda The use of social media in planning & delivering Children's Services Delivering results through integrated and multi agency working 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63102  

Transforming Services for Disabled Children and Their Families 
London, 28 January 2009

This conference explores specific delivery challenges for providing adequate care and support for disabled children and their families. Since the announcement of a review into Disabled Children’s services in 2006 there has been a significant funding increase, a new national target, and most recently a new duty on local authorities to provide services. But in order to achieve change for families on the ground, policy must be turned into practice. The challenge now is firmly on delivery – how to reflect the priority given to disabled children by politicians at the local level. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63103  

14-19 Child Protection - Practical and Legal guidance on Safeguarding Teenagers 
Birmingham, 28 January 2009 

Current reforms to 14-19 education have made way for increased opportunities for students to participate in work-related learning environments. The increased exposure of young people to unregulated adult settings undoubtedly raises many new challenges  and questions. How can you effectively safeguard teenagers in these settings? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63104  

14-19 Child Protection - Practical and Legal guidance on Safeguarding Teenagers 
London, 18 March 2009 

Current reforms to 14-19 education have made way for increased opportunities for students to participate in work-related learning environments. The increased exposure of young people to unregulated adult settings undoubtedly raises many new challenges and questions. How can you effectively safeguard teenagers in these settings?
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63105  

Children's Services Annual Data Conference - New Accountability Framework: holding data to account 
London, 3 February 2009

This major national conference coincides with the publication of the new Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) framework, which takes effect from April 2009. It will explore the implications of the CAA framework for children's services, at the heart of which lies the new National Indicator Set. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63107  

Integrated Working Across the Children’s Workforce 
London, 25 February 2009 

The Government’s vision is for a holistic approach to services with integration at every level. Capita's Integrated Working across the Children's Workforce Conference focuses on how services can be coordinated across agencies and built around the needs of children and families. This event is designed for all those who provide support services to children and young people including health visitors, school nurses, teachers, educational psychologists, children in care teams, paediatricians, children centres, Connexions, teenage pregnancy support services, and domestic violence teams. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63108  

Brook Annual Sexual Health Conference and Awards 2009 - Safeguarding young people’s rights to confidentiality: The law and best practice 
London, 5 March 2009

Bringing together professionals from Brook, the health sector, local and national government, education, social services, the police and the voluntary sector, this year's annual conference is an important opportunity to debate approaches to promoting safe sex and to strengthen knowledge and skills, so that all professionals have the confidence to protect young people and their rights. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63109  

BASPCAN Congress 2009 - Changing Landscapes,Emerging Challenges - contemporary issues in safeguarding children and young people 
Swansea, 13 September 2009 

This vibrant multi-professional event will help set the agenda for the next three years and beyond. It will explore evidence of emerging best practice in respect of the following areas: - research - interventions - management - education, training and awareness raising.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63110  

Regional youth workshop 
In December, Directors of Children's Services and their strategic workforce leads were sent details of a grant to support local integrated youth workforce development and take early advantage of a national programme of youth workforce reform arising out of Aiming High for Young People. (DfES 2007) These three workshops provide the opportunity for strategic leads and/or their representatives and those leading integrated youth support services to hear more about the programme from CWDC and DCSF representatives. There will also be opportunities to share ideas about how to use the grant. They will also explore the possibility of working with local areas on ‘embedded evaluation' to assess the impact of the programme at local level. Further details will be provided at the workshops. 

Peterborough, 13 Jauary 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63126  
Leeds, 22 January 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63124  
London, 20 January 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63127  
Early years professional conference 
Middlesbrough, 16 January 2009

This is an opportunity to network and share good practice with other practitioners who have already gained EYPS or who are undertaking a pathway towards EYPS. You will learn what is involved in order to gain the status and find out how it will enhance your career prospects. You also have the opportunity to participate in a range of workshops relevant to Early Years Professional Status. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63285 
All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


