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ChiMat Knowledge Update

9 April 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New! ChiMat will be exhibiting at the Infant mortality national support team and implementation plan launch in London on 22 April. Visit our exhibition stand to find out more about ChiMat and see a demonstration of the ChiMat website and interactive planning tools. For more about the event see http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=64877 
Updates to ChiMat data atlas
· Data from the Tellus3 survey has been added to the data atlas. This data are available at top level Local Authority.
· Data on number of stillbirths and rate per 1000 total births have been added to the data atlas. This data are available at county level and for the years 2005 to 2007
·  Key stage 2 attainment data added to ChiMat data atlas

The data is for Maths, English and Science and is available by gender, ethnicity, English as a first language, eligibility for free school meals and special educational needs. This can be found in the school aged children theme and is available at top tier Local Authority level.
· Teenage conception data for 2005-07. This is provisional data and is available at Local Authority level only. 

· GP registered population, available at PCT level

· GCSE results for 2007/08, available at Local Authority level
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
Demographic Profile added to ChiMat Needs Assessment toolkit
This new module – demographic profile – is available for PCTs and Local Authorities and includes data on population, births, infant mortality and deprivation.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 

Wigan Council reassures parents over child data theft 
Wigan Council is writing to parents to offer reassurance after it emerged that a laptop computer containing information on up to 33,000 children and young people was stolen from its offices earlier this year. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67118  

Schools urged to tackle homophobic bullying 
The government has raised concerns over a lack of awareness within schools of their responsibility to address homophobic bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67119  

More abused children need to be taken into care, says NSPCC head Andrew Flanagan 
Too many children at risk of serious neglect or abuse are being left with their parents because the care system is considered such a poor alternative, the head of the NSPCC has said. Andrew Flanagan, the new chief executive of the charity, said that after the Baby P tragedy the debate should shift to why foster and residential care were considered “not a good option” and the steps needed to improve the system so that it was not used as an excuse to leave children in danger. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67126  

Baby bonus for mothers-to-be 
Mothers-to-be can now claim a tax-free cash bonus of £190. The new Health in Pregnancy Grant (HiPG) is a one-off payment intended to help pregnant mothers stay fit and healthy in the run up to the birth, and help meet some of the costs as the big day approaches. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67137  

Sedation 'link to birth defects' 
Hundreds of women sedated in care homes may be at risk of having children with birth defects, the BBC learns. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67172  

Third of under-threes fed takeaways meals weekly 
Almost a third of children under three are eating takeaway food at least once a week, according to a new report on the nutrition of toddlers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67180  

Lone parent policy reform 'successful' 
A report by the Economic Journal has claimed that government policies for helping lone parents and reducing levels of poverty for their children have been successful 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67202  

Surrey loses bid to challenge Ofsted children's services rating 
Surrey Council has had its bid for a judicial review of last year's Ofsted annual performance assessment of its children's services turned down by the High Court. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67203  

Boris launches multi-million pound Mayor's Fund 
London mayor Boris Johnson has launched a fund to tackle child poverty. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67204  

Members of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health call on the Chancellor to Keep the Promise 
We, members of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, would like to add our support to the call of over 110 Labour MPs (Observer 29.03.09) to the Chancellor to keep child poverty at the top of his mind as he prepares his Budget...... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67205  

Vetting and barring: information for nurses, midwives and employers 
From 12 October 2009 the parts of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 that bar individuals from working with children and vulnerable adults come into effect, covering a much wider range of workplaces. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67206  

Overweight NHS midwives targeted in new initiative 
The government is encouraging overweight midwives, nurses and other frontline staff to enrol in weight-loss programmes to help set a good example when advising parents and families on obesity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67207  

Better at Home Campaign goes to Parliament 
The message that care for seriously ill children could be better when delivered at home rather than in hospital was heard loud and clear by MPs at a Parliamentary reception organised by the Royal College of Nursing (RCN) and WellChild earlier this month. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67208  

Dementia 'clue' in the young 
The Daily Telegraph has reported that “young people could be screened for Alzheimer's risk”. It said that brain scans of young people found that those carrying a ‘faulty’ gene had changes in brain activity ‘decades before any symptoms of dementia might occur’. The newspaper said that experts have called it the first step towards a diagnostic test to see who is at risk of the disease. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this news. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67215  

Babies at risk from vitamin E? 
New research has shown that “Vitamin E ‘can increase the risk of heart defects in babies,’” says the Daily Mail. The newspaper warns that consuming as little as three-quarters of the recommended daily amount of vitamin E while pregnant can lead to a nine-fold increase the risk of a heart problem at birth. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this news. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67216  

Obesity 'linked to ADHD' 
A drug “used to treat hyperactive children” could help to “solve Britain's obesity crisis,” The Daily Telegraph has claimed. The newspaper says that a new study has shown one-third of severely obese adults who fail to lose weight have undiagnosed Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this news. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67217  


Medical radiation examinations on women of child bearing age 
Pregnant women should not undergo some types of medical examination that involve high doses of radiation to the foetus because of the small increased risk of causing childhood cancer, according to guidance developed by the Health Protection Agency, The Royal College of Radiologists and the College of Radiographers. New guidance is published.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67245  

Women stressed in pregnancy 'more likely to have children with asthma' 
Expectant mothers who felt "very anxious" had a 60 per cent higher chance of having a baby who develops the condition than those who were more relaxed, a study by Bristol University has found. The research adds to growing evidence that stress could be one of the environmental factors that doctors believe can help to trigger asthma in patients genetically predisposed to the condition. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67246  

Pollution link with birth weight 
Exposure to traffic pollution could affect the development of babies in the womb, US researchers have warned. They found the higher a mother's level of exposure in early and late pregnancy, the more likely it was that the baby would not grow properly. The study, published in the Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, looked at 336,000 babies born in New Jersey between 1999 and 2003 UK experts said much more detailed research into a link was needed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67248  

Living with the legacy of care 
The physical, sexual and emotional abuse in children's homes through the 1970s and 1980s is well documented. But it is possible that hundreds of women, who were in care homes across the UK in that period, have handed down a more devastating legacy to their own children. A group of former residents of a children's home in Kent have revealed that the girls were given massive doses of tranquilisers. Now those girls have gone on to have children of their own; children who were born with a range of birth defects. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67250  

Save the Children declares a ‘crisis for children’ in the UK 
Save the Children has declared a ‘crisis’ for families in the UK, as it partners with UK charity Family Action to distribute cash grants to around a thousand families who are struggling in the recession. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67254  

Bill must clarify responsibility for children's plans 
The government must clarify who is accountable for local children and young people's plans in new legislation, the Liberal Democrat shadow children's minister has warned. The Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill contains a clause that makes children's trusts legally responsible for targets in the plans. But Annette Brooke MP told CYP Now that the clause is too vague. She plans to table an amendment at the next stage of the bill to make it clear who is liable for individual targets. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67257  

Guides and Practice


What is child abuse? 
Booklet aimed at African communities to help them recognise the indicators of child abuse and to provide advice on what they should do to address it. Looks at what child abuse is, forms of child abuse, signs of child abuse, effects of child abuse, why children are abused, why children don't tell, reporting child abuse, working as a community to protect vulnerable children, and taking action as an individual. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67113  

What is child trafficking? 
Booklet explaining what child trafficking is, what causes child trafficking, why children are trafficked into and within the UK, where children are coming from, what the implications are, and how communities can address the trafficking of children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67114  

What is female genital mutilation? 
Booklet aiming to explain female genital mutilation (FGM), what it is, what types there are, why it is practised, when and how FGM is carried out, and, what the risks and complications are. Asks whether FGM is a form of child abuse. Considers the links between FGM and religion, and looks at governmental responses in the UK including the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67115  

Healthy eating for toddlers [factsheet] 
This Factsheet is the first in a series on toddler nutrition and development, that aims to give a general overview on healthy eating for toddlers aged between one and three years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67143  

Advice for patients: Sugary Drinks and Childhood Obesity 
This month's Archives focuses on new research about childhood obesity. Being overweight is now the most common medical condition of childhood. Nearly 1 of every 3 children is at risk of being overweight. Complications of obesity include high cholesterol, high blood pressure, type 2 diabetes mellitus, and many other health and social problems..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67179  

Midwifery 2020 
The official website of the Midwifery 2020 programme. This programme of work will look at maximising the midwifery contribution to improving the experience of women during their maternity care to meet the health and social care needs of a rapidly changing population and improve outcomes for mothers, babies and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67188  

Standard Evaluation Framework for weight management interventions 
The aim of the SEF is to support high quality, consistent evaluation of weight management interventions in order to increase the evidence base. 
The SEF provides introductory guidance on the principles of evaluation, and lists ‘essential’ and ‘desirable’ criteria. The SEF will be essential reading to those commissioning, running or evaluating weight management interventions. 
Includes a link to a review of physical activity measurement tools, to support the Standard Evaluation Framework. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67239
 Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: Directory of obesity training providers 
This directory lists training providers running courses on the prevention and management of obesity. It is a resource for those in primary care trusts (PCTs) and local authorities who commission public health services. The directory is an update to the one published in 2005. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67260  

Talkaboutautism.org.uk [website] 
An online autism community hosted by TreeHouse, the national charity for autism education. This site has been created for parents and carers of children with autism to share their experiences, in a safe and reliable environment. The site is moderated by trained staff. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67261  

Turning what young people say into what services do: Interactive annotated bibliography 
This is a two year project, which started in April 2007, to bring together what is already known about what young people want from services, building upon proevious work by the full range of statutory and voluntary agencies. Analysis of the CAMHS self assessment matrix shows that the biggest challenges facing both commissioners and providers are user involvement and engagement of BME groups. In addition it is known that many vunerable young people do not choose to use CAMHS because they feel it is not appropriate for their age/culture/interests. This project addresses specifically the needs of this group and will transform the young people's voices into service choices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67262  

Turning what young people say into what services do: A literature review for informed practice 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67264  

Turning what young people say into what services do: Quality standards for children and young people's participation in CAMHS 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67265  


Policy and Government Reports


Working Better: Meeting the changing needs of families, workers and employers in the 21st century 
This report focuses on reforms to parental leave and the extension of flexible working. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67116  

Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives: One year on 
This document reviews progress on the delivery of Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives, and sets out priorities for the future. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67170  


A Children's Environment and Health Strategy for the United Kingdom 
A Children’s Environment and Health Strategy for the UK was published on 24 March 2009. The Strategy provides a brief overview of children's health in relation to their environment in the UK and recommends areas that should be taken forward in order to protect and promote children's health and to meet the UK's commitment to CEHAPE (Children's Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67244  



Reports


Childhood phobias 
Looks at how children's phobias are often dismissed by adults as unimportant. Argues that all childhood phobias should be taken seriously because in extreme cases phobias can result in a child losing their life. Highlights the case of Sophie Waller, an eight-year-old who died after an operation to remove her milk teeth, which left her so upset she refused to eat, drink or speak. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67112  

Serious Case Review – Executive Summary 5 
Coventry safeguarding children board has published a serious case review into the death of 23 month old Jodie Ann Brown in a house fire in July 2007. Her mother Michelle has been jailed for causing or allowing her death after leaving her alone in the house. The review concludes the death could have been avoided if a full assessment had been undertaken and care arrangements made. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67120  

Serious case review: Child J - executive summary 
Tameside safeguarding children board has published a serious case review into the death of six-month-old Jack, who died of pneumonia in November 2006. His parents, Stacey Taylor and Mark Harrison, were jailed for cruelty after Jack was found to have suffered fractures. The review found that health care professionals failed to share concerns about his parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67121  

Serious case review: Child A - executive summary 
Calderdale Safeguarding Children Board has published serious case reviews into the deaths of two children. The reports claim that the Initial Response Team in the care services department of Calderdale Council exhibited "poor professional practice". Both children died from natural causes in late 2007, and although there was no definite conclusion that abuse or neglect were contributory factors, the reviews express concern about compliance with safeguarding procedures by agencies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67122  

Serious case review: Child 'B' - executive summary 
Calderdale Safeguarding Children Board has published serious case reviews into the deaths of two children. The reports claim that the Initial Response Team in the care services department of Calderdale Council exhibited "poor professional practice". Both children died from natural causes in late 2007, and although there was no definite conclusion that abuse or neglect were contributory factors, the reviews express concern about compliance with safeguarding procedures by agencies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67123  

Redefining risk: girls shout out! Relevant rules for today's girls. 
This, the fifth report in our Girls Shout Out! series, reveals that girls across the UK are acutely aware of the concept of risk. However, over-anxious adults, exaggerated media coverage and the inconsistent application of rules supposedly designed to keep them safe have contributed to a climate of worry and misinformation. We have found that girls are more concerned about statistically unlikely scenarios than genuine risks to their well-being. Furthermore, the rules created to keep them safe focus on traditional physical dangers while leaving them exposed and ill-equipped to deal with the risks posed by new technologies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67128  

Work and care: A study of modern parents 
This report presents the ‘State of the Nation’ in regards to parents and their working and caring responsibilities in 2009. The study was commissioned by the Commission to inform our ‘Working Better’ initiative. Working Better was launched in July 2008 in response to evidence of poor progress for women in the workplace, frustrated desire from fathers to spend more time with their children, and increasing concerns about the quality of childhood and family life. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67130  

Working Better Phase 1 report: Meeting the changing needs of families, workers and employers in the 21st century 
This report focuses on reforms to parental leave and the extension of flexible working. It contains two major new pieces of research: A ‘state of the nation’ study of parents’ attitudes to work, care and family life; An investigation into flexible working policies in Britain and other countries.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67131  

Food and nutrition for the under threes: A discussion document from the Infant & Toddler Forum 
This document aims to focus attention on these forgotten preschool years. It highlights the importance of early nutrition to long-term health, examines what guidance is and is not available and suggests placing toddler nutrition at the heart of government strategy to combat child and adult obesity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67144  

Blueprint for autism research put forward 
After a year of gathering input from top scientists and vocal public advocates, a US federal government advisory panel has released a blueprint of priorities for autism research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67171  

Growing up with Diabetes: children and young people with diabetes in England 
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) has found that almost 23,000 children and young people have diabetes in England - a figure higher than previous estimates. The snapshot survey, 'Growing up with Diabetes: children and young people with diabetes in 2009' commissioned by the Department of Health, gives accurate numbers of children and young people under the age of 18 with diabetes of any type in England. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67209  


Listening, learning, working together? A briefing on a study of how well healthcare organisations engage local people in planning and improving their services 
This is a summary of the main findings and recommendations from a national study of how well trusts engage people when they plan and improve health services. It also looks at how much people can influence trusts’ decisions. The full report includes a performance framework and checklists that can be used locally. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67242  

Young people redesign youth centres 
If you are looking to redesign a youth centre and want meaningful service user involvement from young people why not set aside a hefty pot of money, get the young people themselves to design it, and then have their peers decide which ones to fund? Too risky? Apparently not. The government has done exactly this through its innovative myplace programme. Administered on behalf of the Department of Children, Schools and Families by the Big Lottery Fund, myplace was launched three years ago to transform the provision of youth centres across England. Last month, children and young people’s minister Beverley Hughes announced the 41 myplace winners of £180m – the single largest ever capital investment in youth facilities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67251  



Research


Paediatric trauma: injury pattern and mortality in the UK 
Trauma accounts for a large proportion of childhood deaths. No data exist about injury patterns within paediatric trauma in the UK. Identification of specific high-risk injury patterns may lead to improved care and outcome. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67140  

Review: Psychotherapy for adolescents with depression: initial but no sustainable benefits 
Is psychotherapy an effective way to treat children and adolescents with depression? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67141  

Developmental coordination disorder in "apparently normal" schoolchildren born extremely preterm 
The objective of this study was to determine the prevalence of developmental coordination disorder (DCD) in "apparently normal" extremely premature (<29 weeks) or extremely low birthweight (<1000 g) schoolchildren at 8 years of age and whether motor skill assessments at an earlier age could predict DCD. It concluded that apparently normal high-risk infants are at risk of motor dysfunction into their school years. Most of these could be identified at age 3. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67142  

Self-regulation and Rapid Weight Gain in Children From Age 3 to 12 Years 
Objective To examine the extent to which self-regulatory capacities, measured behaviorally at ages 3 and 5 years, were linked to rapid weight gain in children from age 3 to 12 years. Self-regulation failure, or the inability to control an impulse or behavior, has been implicated as a mechanism in the development of overweight. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67174  

Ability to Delay Gratification at Age 4 Years and Risk of Overweight at Age 11 Years 
Objectives To determine if limited ability to delay gratification (ATDG) at age 4 years is independently associated with an increased risk of being overweight at age 11 years and to assess confounding or moderation by child body mass index z score at 4 years, self-reported maternal expectation of child ATDG for food, and maternal weight status. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67175  

Dutch Obesity Intervention in Teenagers - Effectiveness of a School-Based Program on Body Composition and Behavior 
Objective To determine whether a multicomponent health promotion intervention for Dutch adolescents (defined as persons between 12 and 14 years of age) would be successful in influencing body composition and dietary and physical activity behavior in both the short and long terms. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67176  

Reduction in Risk Factors for Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus in Response to a Low-Sugar, High-Fiber Dietary Intervention in Overweight Latino Adolescents 
Reduction in Risk Factors for Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus in Response to a Low-Sugar, High-Fiber Dietary Intervention in Overweight Latino Adolescents 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67177  

Impact of Change in Sweetened Caloric Beverage Consumption on Energy Intake Among Children and Adolescents 
Objective To estimate the net caloric impact from replacing sugar-sweetened beverages (SSBs) with alternatives in children and adolescents in naturalistic settings. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67178  

Parents' reactions to the diagnosis of cerebral palsy: associations between resolution, age and severity of disability 
For parents, receiving a diagnosis, typically in early childhood, that their child has cerebral palsy may conjure up high distress and anxiety. Resolution of these initial reactions may help parents to focus on the challenges and needs of their children. Aims of the study were to test whether parents of older children displayed resolution more often than parents of younger children, and whether parents of children with less severe cerebral palsy also showed more resolution.  Given time, the large majority of parents may resolve their reactions to the diagnosis that their child has cerebral palsy. Parents of the most severely affected children may need specific support which, given the age trends, might be aimed at different resolution processes for parents of younger and older children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67253  

 

Consultations

Consultation on European Commission Proposals to Amend the Pregnant Workers Directive 
This consultation seeks views on the European Commission's proposal to amend the Pregnant Workers Directive in order to contribute to better work-life balance through improving the protections offered to pregnant workers and workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding. Deadline date: 22 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66818  

Student midwives needed to take part in an RCM/RCOG survey 
Student midwives - have your say about the quality of your clinical learning experience. The Royal College of Midwives and Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists have just launched a national audit on the clinical learning environment for student midwives and medical students. Your views on the quality of your learning experience in clinical practice would be valuable so please follow the link below and complete the questionnaire.This survey will close on 30 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66929  

Expressions of interest for fieldwork on the draft guidance for ‘Preventing unintentional road injuries among under 15s: road design’ 
The Centre for Public Health Excellence (CHPE) at NICE wishes to commission fieldwork to validate the draft recommendations from the guidance on the prevention of unintentional injury among under 15’s through road design or modification. Expressions of interest should be submitted electronically no later than 4pm on 22 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66930  

Expressions of interest for fieldwork on the draft guidance for ‘Prevention of unintentional injuries among Under 15’s in the home' 
The Centre for Public Health Excellence (CHPE) at NICE wishes to commission fieldwork to validate the draft recommendations from the guidance on the prevention of unintentional injury among under 15’s in the home. This is currently under development. Expressions of interest should be submitted electronically no later than 4pm on 22nd April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66931  

Consultation begins on new end of life care guidance 
The General Medical Council has launched a consultation on new draft guidance, End of life treatment and care: Good practice in decision-making. The consultation runs until 13 July 2009, and is open to anyone with an interest in the issues covered by the guidance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66937  

Coordinator training for the Newly Qualified Social Worker and the Early Professional Development projects 
The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) will be providing support for social workers in their first, second and third years of employment in children's services. To ensure this support is of high quality, CWDC is offering training to employers, supervisors and programme coordinators involved within the Newly Qualified Social Worker (NQSW) and the Early Professional Development (EPD) projects. NQSW and EPD are two separate but interlinked projects. Therefore, CWDC is inviting bids from suitably experienced organisations able to support both projects which have similar activities but separate considerations. Application closing date: 22 May 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67055  

Consultation: Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity 
The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. The guidance is supplementary to, and should be used in conjunction with, the Government’s statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006). This supplementary guidance is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm. Closing date: 19 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66324  

Consultation on Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Decontamination of reusable medical devices - Parts B, C and D 
This consultation seeks views on a best practice guide on the use of decontamination equipment used to reprocess reusable medical devices. Deadline date: 29 May 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65749  

Get involved in Essex 
Get involved and help improve specialist care for newborn babies in Essex Parents, local people and professionals across Essex are being asked for their views on the new proposals for improving specialist care for premature and sick babies in the county. A series of discussion events are being held across Essex between now and the end of May. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66034  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people.  Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  

Events and Training

A whole approach to babies and young children who have multiple needs: pre-school and into school 
Bristol, 12 May 2009

This seminar is designed for senior managers and multi-disciplinary practitioners who support babies and young children who have ongoing, multiple conditions and disabilities – and their families. The focus of the plenary and small group discussions will be on service development embracing TAC principles and practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67111  

Strengthening Practice In Child Protection 
London, 12 June 2009 

The conference will focus on the improvement of child protection practice. We will look in detail at the lessons for practice from frontline child protection projects, from serious case reviews and from research as well as examining vetting and barring policy and multi-agency working. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67124  

BASPCAN Seventh National Congress: Changing Landscapes, Emerging Challenges - Contemporary issues in safeguarding children and young people 
Swansea, 13 September 2009

This Congress promises to be a vibrant multi-professional event which will help set the agenda for the next three years and beyond. It will explore evidence of emerging best practice in respect of research, interventions, management, education, training and awareness-raising. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67125  

Young People’s Workforce Development Programme 
Birmingham, 29 April 2009

Aimed at Practitioners including third sector, representatives of voluntary organisations, employers in local authorities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=67259
Infant mortality national support team and implementation plan launch

London, 22 April 2009

This launch event, hosted by the Department of Health, will look at actions to reduce health inequalities in infant mortality through focusing on interventions that will have the greatest impact of reducing infant mortality in disadvantaged populations as highlighted in the Implementation Plan for Reducing Inequalities in Infant Mortality and also look at current examples of good practice. The event will showcase the initial work of the Infant Mortality National Support Team (IMNST) and its efforts to reduce infant mortality rates in the routine and manual group and in other disadvantaged populations.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=64877 
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The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


