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ChiMat Knowledge Update

7 September 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements
Updates to ChiMat Data Atlas
New! Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS)


Data on Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) has been added to the data atlas. This is indicator number 51 in the national indicator set. This data is at top level local authority and can be found under the children with acute or additional health needs theme.

· Baby friendly accreditation data
Data on baby friendly accreditation has been added to the data atlas. The Baby Friendly Initiative accredits maternity and community facilities that adopt internationally recognised standards of best practice in the care of mothers and babies. A Certificate of Commitment is the first step towards the full award and is assessed by post and via an action planning visit. Stage 1 assesses policies and procedures, Stage 2 the staff education programme and Stage 3 the care provided to pregnant women and new mothers. Further information about the Baby friendly initiative can be found at www.babyfriendly.org.uk/htables.

Data on this subject is ongoing, therefore the data on the atlas is a snaphot of this as of August 2009 and is available at PCT level.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

Child Health Profiles
Change of methodology for child health profile and infant mortality profile
The methodology used to show whether an indicator is green, red or amber compared to the national average has been changed to match those used in profiles published by the Association of Public Health Observatories (APHO) .

Previously an indicator was red or green if the value was in the upper or lower quartile. The profile now uses 95% confidence intervals to show if the indicator is above or below the national average.

This change has a subtle affect and may have changed the colour of an indicator if it was close to being in the upper or lower quartiles previously.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHMT4 

In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

Pioneering councils named to drive forward innovative Integrated Family Support Teams 
The three areas chosen to pioneer a new innovative scheme to strengthen support for vulnerable children and families in Wales have been named by the Welsh Assembly Government 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74599  

Soft treatment for young criminals not working 
Public safety is being threatened by a failing scheme to keep serious young criminals out of jail, according to a new study. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74601  

Refreshing new website for CWDC 
CWDC has launched a new look website and refreshed branding to reflect the organisation's increased remit and responsibility to lead change in the children and young people's workforce. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74632  

CommunityCare: Staff report safeguarding concerns to Ofsted hotline 
Regulator Ofsted received 27 calls from staff blowing the whistle on problems around the safeguarding of children in the four months since the launch of a new hotline for reporting concerns. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74712  

Behind the headlines: More children taking obesity drugs 
“The number of children on anti-obesity drugs has risen 15-fold in the last 10 years”, The Daily Telegraph reported. It said that a study of data from GPs between 1999 and 2006 shows up to 1,300 children and teenagers a year could be prescribed the drugs, even though they are not licensed for use by children. The newspaper said that most prescriptions “were for 14-year-olds, although 25 prescriptions were written for children under the age of 12”. This 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74716  

DCSF: Primary school children in deprived areas get free school lunches 
All primary school children in two areas will from today get a free, healthy lunch every day throughout the school year as part of the Government’s action to reduce childhood obesity and improve the health of all children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74718  

Behind the headlines: Folic acid pregnancy warning 
Experts have called for “wider folic acid use” according to BBC News, which reported that women of childbearing age have been urged by the Scottish Spina Bifida Association to take folic acid supplements even if they are not planning a family. The news follows the release of a report that says the number of Scottish babies born with spina bifida, the developmental neurological defect, appears to be rising. Apparently, 15 babies have been born with the condition since January this year, double the amount normally seen. This 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74719  

RoSPA re-issues baby bath seat advice following latest tragedy 
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents is re-issuing its guidance about baby bath seats - and re-evaluating the safety warnings that accompany them - following discussions among parents prompted by the latest tragedy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74731  

DH: Primary Care Trust Autumn Statements for Services for Disabled Children 
This letter from Chief Nursing Officer Dame Christine Beasley includes a questionnaire template that primary care trusts may find useful when setting out their autumn statements on the development of services to disabled children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74491 

Guides and Practice

Anti-Bullying Toolkit 
The Anti-Bullying Alliance has launched an online Anti-Bullying Toolkit for local authorities. It contains key information on all aspects of anti-bullying work including standards for monitoring and measuring performance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74600   

How to involve children and young people in designing and developing play spaces 
Together with Play England, Participation Works has developed a How To guide aimed at all those involved in designing and developing play spaces for children and young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74615  

School teaching pack for swine flu hygiene lessons 
The Health Protection Agency has launched an e-Bug pack and website activities to raise awareness of respiratory hygiene and antibiotic awareness among schoolchildren. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74714  

Taskforce on the Health Aspects of Violence Against Women and Girls 
This page gives information on a taskforce that reflects the government’s aim to ensure that the NHS is fully engaged addressing violence against women and girls. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74717  

e-Bug website 
A new online learning tool launched by the Health Protection Agency (HPA) to help childen protect themselves from infections. e-Bug is made up of educational activities for primary and secondary school-age children, complemented by online games, on microbes, hygiene, antibiotic use and vaccines. The programme features age-appropriate animated characters and cartoon microbes; and lesson plans and materials for teachers. Topics include hygiene measures to stop the spread of swine flu and other respiratory infections. The programme also educates children - our future generation of antibiotic users - on the importance of the prudent use of antibiotics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74740  


Pandemic flu: planning and responding to primary care capacity challenges 
New guidance has been published for PCTs on how to deliver primary care services whilst potentially short staffed and how to cope with increased patient demand during the pandemic and the anticipated seasonal flu. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74306  

Healthy Schools: Fit for the Future leaflet 
A new free leaflet called “Fit for the Future” has been produced by the Chartered Society of Physiotherapy (CSP) and the British Dietetic Association (BDA). It sets out simple advice and ideas to get children active and eating healthily. The leaflet is free and available for all Healthy Schools Co-ordinators. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74492  

Elective caesarean sections: risks to the infant 
Beena Kamath and colleagues recently reported that, in 2006, 31·1% of births in the USA were by caesarean section. Over 80% of women who have had a first caesarean section will have a repeat operative delivery, because of the fear of scar rupture during normal labour.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74551 
Policy and Government Reports

The impact of integrated services on children and their families in Sure Start children's centres 
Report to evaluate the impact of integrated services on children, parents and families in 20 children's centres. The effective integration of services is having a positive impact in terms of support for children and parents. Three centres were judged as making an outstanding difference. Challenges remain with onward links with primary schools, in reaching the most vulnerable families and in developing data on outcomes for parents and children. The least effective partnership working seen was between the children's centres and Jobcentre Plus. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74610  

Care and prejudice: a report of children's experience 
Presents findings from a survey of 362 children from children's homes and foster care across the country. The report highlights the views and experiences of children living in care and the prejudices they face as a result of being in care. The children were asked about: the best things about being in care; the worst things about being in care; whether children in care are treated differently; whether being in care makes them feel different; whether being in care affects activities and visiting friends; what the general public think about children in care; and, if children in care worry about others knowing that they are in care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74611  

Blueprint Drugs Education: The response of pupils and parents to the programme 
This report focuses on the second stage of the blueprint evaluation. It deals with how pupils and parents responded to the programme as well as pupils’ awareness and knowledge of drug use, their perception of drug use and acceptability of drug use among same-age peers and the quality and frequency of parent-child communication on drugs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74715  
Parental Experience of Services for Disabled Children: National survey 
This document reports the data from a survey designed to generate an overall indicator and set of sub-indicators that measure parental views on the five elements of the core offer as set out in the government’s report Aiming High for Disabled Children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74541  


Reports

Doing Better for Children 
High public spending on child welfare and education in the UK is failing to produce results in many key areas. To give every child the chance of a better future, the government should continue to spend more on younger children and target spending on older children more effectively, according to the OECD. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74614  

Nature play: Maintenance guide 
This guidance aims to support those responsible for developing, delivering and maintaining innovative natural play spaces into parks and play spaces. The guide aims to support local authorities in introducing nature play into their play spaces according to the design principles outlined in Design for Play: A guide to creating successful play spaces. The guide will highlight the need for commissioners and designers to consider the management and maintenance implications at the start and throughout the development of a new play space. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74307  

Transplantation: Pregnancy after kidney donation: more questions than answers 
Two recent reports in the American Journal of Transplantation focus on the maternal and fetal outcomes of pregnancies in kidney donors and provide tantalizing, if somewhat worrisome, observations. The findings also leave us with several important unanswered questions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74339  

Assessing a Child’s Experience of Multiple Maltreatment Types: Some Unfinished Business 
Available research indicates that maltreated children frequently experience multiple types of maltreatment, although relatively few studies examine this issue directly.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74342  

BMJ: Increasingly complex births and tired staff threaten safety of maternity patients, King’s Fund finds 
Exhausted staff, lack of leadership, and an increasingly complex case mix are jeopardising the safety of maternity patients, claims a new report from the health think tank the King’s Fund. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74355  

Family-centred care in neonatal units: A Summary of research results and recommendations from the POPPY Project 
This new research released by the POPPY Project (Parents of Premature babies Project) highlights the importance of family-centred care in UK neonatal units and calls for an updated approach to current practices. The research also identifies effective ways for health professionals to communicate and provide information and support to parents of a premature baby. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74428  

Abandoned babies and absent policies 
Although infant abandonment is a historical problem, we know remarkably little about the conditions or effects of abandonment to guide evidence driven policies. This paper briefly reviews the existing international evidence base with reference to potential mental health considerations before mapping current UK guidelines and procedures, and available incidence data. Limitations arising from these findings are discussed with reference to international practice, and interpreted in terms of future pathways for UK policy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74452  

Safer Births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety. Report of three regional events held in York, London and Wigan, 2009 
While the overwhelming majority of births in England are safe, the lack of a systematic approach to ensuring safety across maternity services is creating unnecessary risks. To enable frontline professionals working in maternity units to improve the safety of the services that they deliver to women and their babies, The King’s Fund set up the Safer Births initiative, a service improvement programme, with national and local partners. During the first phase of the Safer Births initiative, in early 2009, three regional interactive events were organised for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. The events were designed to help maternity units to reflect on their current practice, the challenges to improving safety and their local priorities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74455  

Change4Life has only just started! - an update on how the campaign is doing 
A letter from the Change4Life Team to all healthcare professionals with an update on how the campaign is doing and offering information about how to get involved and where to find resources. The Change4Life team have sent out a letter to healthcare professionals to let them know that Change4Life has had a very positive response from young families in its first six months. The letter also recommends that healthcare professionals register as Change4Life Local Supporters and points out the ways they can support the campaign. A booklet and poster were enclosed with the letter – the booklet offers information about what Local Supporters can practically do to support the campaign, where to find free support materials and offers examples of what is already happening at a local level. Booklet and poster also available from this page. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74567  

Should SCRs be anonymised? 
Changes to the serious case review system are welcome but until the reports are published in full there will be limited opportunities for learning from mistakes, writes Amy Taylor. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74568  

Young offenders with experience of domestic violence join Linx programme 
The Linx project is looking to improve the behaviour of young offenders through helping them come to terms with the domestic violence they have experienced. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74569  

Safeguarding children from emotional abuse: what works? 
Emotional maltreatment (or psychological maltreatment, as it is more commonly called in the US) is an inadequately researched and poorly understood concept, despite increasing awareness about the harm it can cause to children’s lives. This review of the literature summarises the evidence about what works to prevent child emotional maltreatment before if occurs and also to prevent its recurrence (i.e. once it has taken place), and focuses on the parents or primary carers of children aged 0-19 years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74570 


Research

Lifetime assessment of poly-victimization in a national sample of children and youth 
Uses a lifetime assessment of victimization experiences to identify children and adolescents with high cumulative levels of victimization (poly-victims). Also compares such children to other victims and non-victims, and assesses the contribution of cumulative victimization to levels of psychological distress. A national sample of 1,467 children aged 2-17 were assessed via telephone interviews about 33 types of victimization experiences in the previous year and at any time in their lives. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74608  

The profile and progress of neglected and abused children in long-term foster care 
Compares the profile of neglected and abused children in the Australian foster care system as well as differences between maltreatment types in relation to parental contact, reunification and psychosocial progress in care. Neglected children were younger than non-neglected children, more likely to have a physical or mental disability, more likely to experience multiple forms of maltreatment and less likely to pose conduct problems for carers. Neglected children were more to experience a decline in parental contact over time, and were less likely to be reunified with their families of origin. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74609  

Parents as partners: 'harder to engage' parents. Qualitative research 
A qualitative research report representing findings from the opinions and experiences of respondents identified as 'harder to engage' in seeking their views on the DCSF policy areas of parental support for learning; childcare; and complaints systems in schools. The research sample also included non-resident parents, grandparents and fathers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74612  

Associations of drugs routinely given in labour with breastfeeding at 48 hours: analysis of the Cardiff Births Survey 
Background Little is known about how breastfeeding rates are affected by drugs routinely administered in labour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74616  

Rise in anti-obesity drug prescribing for children and adolescents in the UK: a population-based study 
Aims: The international childhood obesity epidemic has driven increased use of unlicensed antiobesity drugs, whose efficacy and safety are poorly studied in children and adolescents. We investigated the use of unlicensed anti-obesity drugs (orlistat, sibutramine and rimonabant) in children and adolescents (0-18 years) in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74732  

Outcomes of planned home birth with registered midwife versus planned hospital birth with midwife or physician 
Background: Studies of planned home births attended by registered midwives have been limited by incomplete data, nonrepresentative sampling, inadequate statistical power and the inability to exclude unplanned home births. We compared the outcomes of planned home births attended by midwives with those of planned hospital births attended by midwives or physicians. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74733  


Health of children born to mothers who had preeclampsia: a population-based cohort study 
Objective Assessed whether preeclampsia correlates with the long-term postnatal health of the offspring. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74734  

Auricular acupuncture as a treatment for pregnant women who have low back and posterior pelvic pain: a pilot study 
Objective The primary aim of this study was to examine whether 1 week of continuous auricular acupuncture could reduce low back and posterior pelvic pain associated with pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74735  

Effects of onset of labor and mode of delivery on severe postpartum hemorrhage 
Objective The purpose was to study the impact of labor onset and delivery mode on the risk of severe postpartum hemorrhage. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74736  

Comparative analysis of international cesarean delivery rates using 10-group classification identifies significant variation in spontaneous labor 
Objective Cesarean section (CS) rates continue to rise throughout the developed world. The aim of this study was to highlight variations in obstetric populations and practices and to identify variations in CS rates in different institutions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74737  

Prediction of spontaneous preterm birth in asymptomatic twin pregnancies with the use of combined fetal fibronectin and cervical length 
Objective The purpose of this study was to evaluate combined fetal fibronectin (fFN) test result and cervical length (CL) as predictors of spontaneous preterm birth in asymptomatic twin pregnancies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74738  

Risk factors for preterm birth among opiate-addicted gravid women in a methadone treatment program 
Objective Prior studies noted elevated preterm birth (PTB) rates among opiate-addicted women treated with methadone. It sought to determine the risk factors for PTB in this population. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74739  

Economic evaluation of an intensive home visiting programme for vulnerable families: a cost-effectiveness analysis of a public health intervention 
Background Recent reviews have shown that home visiting programmes that address parenting have the potential to improve long term health and social outcomes for children. However there are few studies exploring the cost-effectiveness of such interventions. The objective of this study was to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of an intensive home visiting programme directed at vulnerable families during the antenatal and postnatal periods. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74338 
Working Together in Extended Schools and Children's Centres: A study of inter-professional activity in England and Sweden 
The study aims to explore the facilitators and obstacles to working together in extended schools and children’s centres in England and Sweden. In particular, the study investigates inter-professional relationships and interactions in selected sites and considered how such working might be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74546 
Consultations

Consultation on a Review of Parental Order Regulations 
This consultation seeks views on regulations on parental orders, which transfer parenthood from the surrogate (and her husband or partner if she has one) to the couple who commission the surrogacy arrangement. Parental orders are currently available to married couples only. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 enables same-sex couples and unmarried couples as well as married couples to apply for a parental order. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74643  

Second evaluation of the integrated qualifications framework (IQF) 
This invitation to tender is for a phase two evaluation of the Integrated Qualifications Framework (IQF).  Closes 12 October 2009.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74277  

New Horizons: towards a shared vision for mental health - consultation 
This DH consultation sets out a new vision for mental health and well-being to take forward the work of the NSF for Mental Health. It sets out government’s commitment to promoting whole population mental health and wellbeing. Consultation closes 15th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73597  

Consultation on the statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors 
Consultation from the Health Professions Council on the potential statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors. Consultation closes 16th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73598  



Events and Training

'Families in the balance: reconciling paid work and parenthood' 
London, 14 October 2009

This one day national conference brings together academic experts and NatCen’s researchers to review the evidence on the effectiveness of current family-work reconciliation policies in meeting the needs of children, mothers and fathers and will consider how these policies should develop in the future. Speakers will review developments in: Family-friendly working policies and their contribution to gender equality in the workplace and at home. Childcare and early years policies, childcare use and child outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74620  

Bottom of Form

If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.

www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


