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ChiMat Knowledge Update

6 March 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  Updates to ChiMat data atlas

· Teenage conception data for 2005-07. This is provisional data and is available at Local Authority level only. 

· GP registered population, available at PCT level

· GCSE results for 2007/08, available at Local Authority level
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
New! ChiMat and C4EO form new partnership to bring access to data on child health, educational and social care outcomes in one place 
The partnership will seek to help professionals working with children to access two unique sources of information. They will have access to the child and maternal health data collected by ChiMat and also have access to the latest ‘what works’ evidence about systems and strategies that have been shown to improve outcomes in children’s services that C4EO is rolling out across its seven themes…
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65460 
New!  Job opportunity: Project Lead - ‘PREview’ PROJECT: developing predictive tools for child health and well-being 
The post is within the Family Nurse Partnership (FNP) team at the Department of Health and will involve working with ChiMat and in York for 2 days a week We are looking for a leader in child health promotion to take forward this exciting project to develop a predictive tool for child health and well-being that supports the Healthy Child Programme at individual, community and population levels. This is a full time fixed term appointment or secondment opportunity until 31 March 2010 with the possibility of an extension. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65621
ChiMat launch conference a huge success
At our first national conference, ChiMat launched as the Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat), helping to put the new government Child Health Strategy into practice. Speakers’ presentations are now available on the ChiMat website.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF 
European Data Atlas 
We have added a european atlas to the ChiMat Data Atlas. The first dataset available is the Index of Child Well-being in Europe which provides a comparison of child well-being in the 27 countries of the European Union and Norway and Iceland. It covers seven domains: health, subjective well-being, personal relationships, material resources, education, behaviour and risks, housing and the environment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT1 
Demographic Profile added to ChiMat Needs Assessment toolkit
This new module – demographic profile – is available for PCTs and Local Authorities and includes data on population, births, infant mortality and deprivation.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 
Infant Mortality Profiles
A new addition to our Child Health Profiles tool, these infant mortality profiles for primary care trusts (PCTs) provide key indicators to help support the Implementation plan for reducing health inequalities in infant mortality: a good practice guide.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT4 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 

Legislation for autistic children one step closer 
A bill that would force councils to offer services to children and young people with autism is one step closer to becoming law, after more than 100 MPs voted to take the proposed legislation to its next stage. The Autism Bill, which was drafted by the National Autistic Society (NAS) and introduced as a private members bill by Conservative MP Cheryl Gillan, will force local authorities to monitor the number of autistic children and young people if it becomes an act. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65370  

Details of 1.1 million children stored on DNA database 
Up to 1.1 million children and young people now have their genetic information stored on the national DNA database, official figures have shown. The figures, revealed in a parliamentary answer to the Liberal Democrats, show that 1.09 million DNA profiles of under-18s were held on the database with 337,000 under 16. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65372  

Boy died of acne tablet reaction 
A coroner calls for prescription drugs to be issued with correct information after the death of a boy who took an acne pill. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65375  

Charity criticises government child data guidance 
A children's rights charity is calling for the government to take back guidance that states children aged 12 or over are generally able to consent to the sharing of their personal data. Research undertaken by Action on Rights for Children (Arch) recommends all local authorities should train staff in the assessment of a child's ability to consent to information sharing. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65368  

The Childrens Society Magazine Spring 2009 
At the beginning of this month, the Childrens Society  launched the report: A Good Childhood: Searching for Values in a Competitive Age. The resulting debate and media attention has captured the public imagination and got everybody talking about childhood. This issue of the magazine gives you the low-down of the report and and the Childrens Society’s response. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65376  

Haringey dismisses calls for child protection scrutiny 
Labour councillors in Haringey have dismissed attempts to create a special committee to scrutinise child protection in the borough. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65380  

Diet and exercise project for pregnancy 
Researchers at King’s College London have been awarded a £1 million grant from the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) to improve the health of obese pregnant women and their babies. Obesity increases the risk of many pregnancy complications for the mother and infant, and may increase the risk of obesity and diabetes for the child in later life. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65382  

Designer baby row over US clinic 
A US IVF clinic courts controversy by offering the chance to select traits like the eye, skin and hair colour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65383  

Fluoride will be added to water to reduce tooth decay 
Around five-and-a-half million people have drunk water with added fluoride for several decades in Britain and experts say it helps fight tooth decay in the population. After a three month consultation that move was agreed by Southampton City Primary Care Trust (PCT) where four in every 10 children have a filling by the time they start school. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65389  

"Baby P effect" leads to independent guardian delays 
A rise in care applications following the high-profile Baby P trial has had an effect on how soon guardians are allocated to children involved in family court proceedings, according to new figures. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65445  

LGA bids to lure back 5,000 retired children's social workers 
The Local Government Association is bidding to bring back 5,000 retired children's social workers to the frontline to help alleviate recruitment difficulties in England. The drive to target people who have left the profession over the past ten years forms part of an LGA campaign launched today to improve recruitment and retention of child social workers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65446  

Health Minister announces £3.5million to strengthen child protection services 
The Northern Ireland Health Minister has announced an additional £3.5million investment in child protection services. Extra posts are being created to: strengthen frontline child protection and family intervention; pilot working more closely with the police; embed best practice within nursing and midwifery. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65453  

New support package to reduce teen pregnancies 
A new package of support to help parents talk to their children about sex and relationships has been announced. This includes £530,000 to expand a new face-to-face support programme, called 'Speakeasy'. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65454  

Government aim to recruit mid career social workers 
Children, Schools and Families Secretary, Ed Balls is planning to launch a drive to entice former mid career social workers back into the social work profession. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65455  

Smacking as chastisement 
Northern Ireland’s Children’s Commissioner has lost her appeal against the law that allows parents to use smacking as chastisement. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65456  

Too quick to assume depression? 
One in eight women are now being diagnosed with post natal depression. There is no doubt it can be a very challenging time for new mothers, but not everyone believes medicalising motherhood is the solution. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65462  

Stillbirth rate 'still too high' 
The number of stillbirths and deaths shortly after birth remains high, claiming 17 babies every day in the UK, a report finds. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65496  

Muscular Dystrophy Campaign raps NHS over equipment provision 
The Muscular Dystrophy Campaign slammed the NHS today for failing to provide vital equipment to disabled children after revealing that families are having to pay significant sums or wait lengthy periods for basics such as wheelchairs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65497  

'Surgery for obese children' 
An expert has said that “fat children should be given gastric bands to tackle diabetes” according to The Daily Telegraph. The newspaper says paediatrician Professor Julian Shield believes that the NHS needs to take more radical measures to prevent serious damage to the health of obese children with ‘weight-related diabetes’. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind this artcle. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65499  

Fathers still intimidated by early years settings 
Early years providers need more focused training to stop fathers becoming intimidated, according to research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65505  

TV and asthma risk 
“Children who spend more than two hours a day in front of the television in early childhood are twice as likely to develop asthma as those out playing,” The Daily Telegraph reported. The newspaper said that scientists who carried out the study believe it to be the first suggested link between the condition and a “couch potato lifestyle at a young age”. This 'behind the headlines report' examines the evidence behind this article. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65506  

Family Fund ready to help PCTs with their short breaks provision 
The Family Fund, the UK’s largest charitable grant-maker to disabled children’s families, has given a warm welcome to the government’s allocation of £340 million to Primary Care Trusts for disabled children’s services from 2008-11, covering short breaks, palliative care, community equipment and wheelchair services. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65548  

Judgement on holiday entitlement could affect employers 
The European Court of Justice (ECJ) has issued a judgment, which states that, if an employee is unable to take holiday entitlement due to ill health, a payment in lieu of untaken holiday must be made by the employer at the end of employment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65549  

NCT press statement - Epidural Births 
There have been several articles in the media recently on plans to cut down on the number of epidurals provided to women in labour..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65555  

Childrens Workforce Network eBulletin Issue 15 
Highlights of Issue 15 include thoughts from the Chair of CWN on apprenticeships and the economic downturn, updates on the latest IQF, 14-19 Diplomas and Youth Workforce news, as well as several opportunities to attend conferences and share your views through consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65597  

Vegetarians and birth defects 
“Women who are strict vegetarians or vegans may be a greater risk of having a child with birth defects” The Daily Telegraph has reported, saying that a lack of vitamin B12 appeared to be responsible. The newspaper says Irish research has found that women who have low levels of the vitamin when they conceive are at greater risk of having a child with neural tube defects, such as spina bifida. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the science and evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65598  

New workforce development helpline 
On 16/03/09 Children England is to launch a CWDC funded freephone advice, help and support telephone line, aimed at ensuring that the children's voluntary, community and faith sectors can receive support, signposting and advice on all aspects of workforce development, including qualifications, funding, regulations and policy information. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65600  

TACT and Parents for Children 
The Adolescent and Children’s Trust and Parents for Children join together to enable UK wide adoption and fostering services for children with profound needs Parents for Children find adoption, fostering and short term respite placements for children and young people with disabilities and other profound needs. TACT provides fostering and adoption services across England, Wales and Scotland. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65601  

Councils awarded for child poverty work 
Three local authorities have been awarded Beacon Status for their work in tackling child poverty. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65602  

Maternity support workers to become members of the RCM 
Maternity support workers (MSWs) will be eligible to join the RCM from 1 April this year… 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65603  

Projects helping young people affected by alcohol misuse 
Charities Comic Relief and Mentor UK are backing projects to educate young people about alcohol misuse. Anabel Unity Sale reports on three of them ahead of Red Nose Day tomorrow 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65618  

  


Guides and Practice

Meningitis jab recall Q&A 
A “toxic vaccine" is a threat to babies, The Independent’s front page reported. It said that health officials had withdrawn more than 20,000 doses of the meningitis C vaccine as some may have been contaminated with the dangerous blood-poisoning bacterium, Staphylococcus aureus. The doses had been sent out "about a week ago" to GP clinics around the country. This 'behind the headlines' article explores the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65377  

Children's over-the-counter cough and cold medicines: New advice 
Over-the-counter (OTC) cough and cold medicines for children have been under review in the UK. The Commission on Human Medicines (CHM) has advised on a package of measures to improve safe use of cough and cold medicines for children under 12. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65378  

Child cold medicines Q&A 
Changes to promote the safer use of over-the-counter cough and cold medicines for children under 12 have been announced by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65498  

Controlling Measles 
Listen to the NLM Director's Comments on controlling measles. The transcript is also available. Despite national vaccination programs introduced more than 20 years ago, the measles, an old public and child health nemesis, persists in Europe and still presents important public health challenges, reports a study recently published in The Lancet... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65384  

How Safe is Your Child at Home? 
This leaflet offers top safety tips room by room for parents and carers along with a few simple safety measures that can be used around the home to make it a safer place. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65390  

CyberMentors [website] 
CyberMentors - launched by the charity, BeatBullying - is a peer mentoring website to help crack down on online bullying. Cyberbullying is when someone uses technology, like the mobile phone or social networking sites, to deliberately hurt, humiliate, harass, or threaten someone else. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65450  

Respect works out – Szacunek -to dziala – Mit Respekt geht’s Besser! 
A tri-national European partnership project implemented in the UK, Poland and Germany with the aim of strengthening the right of the child to a non-violent upbringing. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65458  

Functional map: the foundation of a coherent workforce 
The map defines the shared, high-level functions which are applicable to all the children's workforce sectors. It shows the activities that are carried out by people when they work with children and young people and is based on the Common Core of Skills and Knowledge. This involves everyone who works with children and young people - part or all of the time; whether employed, self-employed or in a voluntary capacity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65475  

Protect the Children! A guide to those working and living with children affected by violence 
The book underscores the role of the frontline worker to become the child’s trusted helper. What you say to the child in the first moments can make a difference between the child trusting you and getting help, or the child losing hope. The book gives a rich insight into how to listen to the child - and how to “read” children and the “language” of distress. Children of different age groups signal distress in many forms and the book is all about how frontline workers, adults and peers can follow up and support children harmed by violence – and how we all can work to prevent violence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65495  

Scottish alcohol plans Q&A 
The Scottish government has published a series of proposals aimed at tackling alcohol misuse in Scotland. The BBC and other media reported that the government has published a framework outlining the plans, which include banning cut-price drinks offers and introducing the ‘radical step’ of setting a minimum price per unit. Scotland would be the first country in Europe to introduce such measures. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65507  

IDeA: Children's services case studies 
A collection of good practice stories on how local councils are working towards improving outcomes for children and young people by the Improvement and Development Agency. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65580  

IDeA: Workforce resources and good practice 
This resource provides good practice ideas and examples to support authorities and their partners in addressing their most critical local workforce challenges. It is organised according to the workforce strategy’s five key priorities, each with its own good practice library of case studies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65582 


Policy and Government Reports

Future rules - Children’s advice on the Regulations to be made under the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 
This report sets out what children and young people in care told us they wanted the Government to put in Regulations that are to be written to say what must happen under the Children and Young Persons Act 2008. That Act is a new law about how children in care must be looked after in future. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65457  

Clinical commissioning: our vision for practice-based commissioning 
This document sets out a vision for clinical commissioning, the hallmarks of successful clinical commissioning, the support and entitlements that practice-based commissioners can expect, and the principles underpinning vibrant, productive partnerships between PCTs and their clinical communities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65508  

CPA - The harder test - Scores and analysis of performance in single-tier and county councils 2008 
This report sets out the 2008 Comprehensive Performance Assessment scores for single tier and county councils, and marks the final year of CPA. CPA measures how well councils deliver services for local people and communities. The report contains comparisons of levels of performance since the last set of results was published in 2007, and also looks at performance over the four years since CPA - The harder test was introduced in 2005. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65561  



Reports

Teenage Pregnancy: Statistics 
The Office of National Statistics conception statistics are used for monitoring progress towards the Teenage Pregnancy Strategy's target, which is to halve England's under-18 conception rate by 2010, from a 1998 baseline. These statistics are part of a well established series, which are compiled by combining information from birth registrations and abortion notifications. You can download the statistics and an accompanying summary from this section of DCSF website along with a series of other useful documents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65374  


Combining professional expertize and service user expertize: Negotiating therapy for sexually abused children 
This article is based on a qualitative study of the relationships between professionals, parents and children in the context of children’s therapy after child sexual abuse. Specifically, the study took place in a therapeutic team in England that has developed various ways of involving parents in children’s therapy. One of the aims of the study was to develop an understanding of the complex triangular dynamics that result. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65386  

Retaining Novices to Become Expert Child Protection Practitioners: Creating Career Pathways in Direct Practice 
In many post-industrial countries, concerns have been raised about high turnover of professional staff and the high proportion of novice practitioners on the frontline in child protection agencies. High turnover imposes costs on individual practitioners, employing organizations, service users (particularly vulnerable children) and society more broadly. This report analyzes the views of employers, policy makers and researchers in Australia, England and Sweden about factors contributing to high turnover at the frontline. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=6538 7 

Pediatric Primary Care to Help Prevent Child Maltreatment: The Safe Environment for Every Kid (SEEK) Model 
Effective strategies for preventing child maltreatment are needed. Few primary care–based programs have been developed, and most have not been well evaluated. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65399   

Commissioning healthcare in prisons: The results of joint work between the Healthcare Commission and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons in 2007/08 
The results of joint work between the Healthcare Commission and Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons in 2007/08 - This report gives the findings from the inspections of prisons during 2007/08 relating to the delivery of healthcare and the management of substance misuse. It gives recommendations for primary care trusts on how to improve services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65402  

Health care for prisoners and young offenders [Editorial] 
Three reports published this month highlight the continuing failure to provide adequate health care for prisoners and young off enders in the UK. Health services are found to vary in quality, and concerns are raised about access to appropriate primary and specialist care, particularly for those with mental health disorders. Commissioning healthcare in prisons is a joint report by the Healthcare Commission (which is responsible for assessing the performance of health-care organisations in the National Health Service and in the independent sector), and by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons (which reports on conditions for and treatment of those in prison, young-off ender institutions, and immigrationremoval centres). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65404  

Too little, too late: An independent review of unmet mental health need in prison 
This report, published by the Prison Reform Trust, reveals that many people who should have been diverted into mental health or social care from police stations or courts are entering prisons, which are ill equipped to meet their needs, and then being discharged back into the community without any support. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65405  

How to work with young offenders 
Over the past two years, the Newcastle team has reduced the number of young people appearing in court by 8-10%, and over three years the number of first-time entrants into the youth justice system has been cut by more than 25% - five times the national target. This is article outlines how they tackled it. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65449  


Freedom's consequences: reducing teenage pregnancies and their negative effects in the UK 
Why does the UK have such a poor record on reducing teenage pregnancies compared to other similar European countries? In this report Gerard Lemos advocates focusing on building much better relationship education for primary school children; supporting the whole family - not just the teenage mother and baby, but also the father and the extended family - and, most radically, a shake-up of the benefits system to give teenage parents cash and social housing incentives to stay together as a family, to ensure that the child meets its child development outcomes and the parents meet their aspirations. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65452  

Give parents an incentive. 
Looks at ways to reduce teenage pregnancies in the UK. Recommends changing of conceptions around teenage pregnancy. Advocates the use of positive parenting plans with teenage mothers, cash incentives for completion of activities and achievement of milestones and paying grandparents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65459  

Our blueprint for serious case reviews
Community care makes three recommendations to make serious case reviews more effective: independent reviews that focus on learning not recrimination, publication of reviews in full and reports to be distributed to all relevant practitioners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65461  

Breastfeeding: for the sake of the Europe and the world 
Poor infant feeding practices are a major contributor to child mortality and morbidity. Healthy eating especially during early infancy can be crucial in preventing many diseases that occur later in adult life. Taking action to improve infant and young child nutrition requires leadership, advocacy, competent health staff and good team work. Health staff working in infant feeding should be able to identify problems, negotiate the solutions and implement programmes of training and support for mothers and communities. They should be equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to implement and advocate the Global Strategy on Infant and Young Child Feeding launched by World Health Organization (WHO) and United Nations Children's Fund (formerly United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund) (UNICEF) in 2002. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65550  
Maternal methadone use and the consequences on baby 
450 drug-dependent women prescribed substitute methadone delivered babies of singleton pregnancies at the Princess Royal Maternity in Glasgow over three years from 1 January 2004 to 31 December 2006. The hospital has a comprehensive care pathway to deal with such women from the pre- to the postnatal periods. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65552  

Child abuse perpetrated by young people 
The conviction this week of a 19-year-old Welsh man who raped and abused the children of the family he lived with has once again raised the issue of child abuse perpetrated by young people. Matthew Crick speaks to an expert in young child abusers who explains what factors drive their behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65565  

CHILD HELPLINES: Violence Against Children Follow-up report two years later 
This Violence Against Children (VAC) follow up report provides an overview of the work done by child helplines around the world to implement the VAC Recommendations made in the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children in 2006. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65599  


Involving fathers in maternity care: best practice 
The Fatherhood Institute’s Jeremy Davies discusses the important role fathers play in supporting their pregnant partners and how maternity services can engage more effectively with them. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65605  

Girls and offending: patterns, perceptions and interventions 
This research provides information about girls who offend, and draws on information from a variety of sources to inform current policy and practice. This research solidifies the knowledge base around young female offending and highlights remaining gaps by drawing together what is known internationally, with specific and original data on young women currently in the youth justice system in England and Wales. Furthermore, this research, in drawing together information from a number of areas, provides a source document to be used by policymakers and practitioners in the community and the secure estate. It is intended that this research will inform the YJB’s diversity strategy and contribute to their aims with regard to the Women’s Offending Reduction Programme (WORP). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65606  

In the Name of Love: Partner Abuse and Violence in Teenage Relationships 
This article provides a critical assessment of our understanding of partner abuse and violence in teenage relationships. Initially, an overview is provided of theoretical and methodological issues in this area, examining how these dominant trends have influenced perceptions of this problem. In contrast, a more encompassing approach, incorporating gendered power relations, teenagers’ own experiences and an acknowledgement of young people’s agency, is suggested. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65385 

Tools and Data

Health statistics quarterly. Spring 2009 
Health Quarterly Statistics presents current information in an easy to read format, beginning with an overview of the latest news, and a review of related publications for release. 
It contains commentary on the latest health findings, topical articles illustrated with colour charts and diagrams, and regularly updated statistical graphs and tables. It also highlights trends in health, and details the latest quarterly information on deaths, childhood mortality, cancer survival, abortions, congenital anomalies and morbidity. Features include trends in cancer survival; conception rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65373  

Youth Justice Annual Workload Data 2007/08 
This document presents detailed national information gathered during 2007/08 from youth offending teams (YOTs) and the secure estate for children and young peopls, via monthly or quarterly returns to the YJB. A regional breakdown of the figures is not part of the main report. These are available as separate Excel spreadsheets and can be accessed from the practitioners' area of the YSB website. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65607  


Research

Why do some fathers become primary caregivers for their infants? A qualitative study 
Despite recent advances, research on father–infant relations is still relatively lacking. One hitherto neglected area is the subjective experience of primary caregiving (PCG) fathers, including their reasons for taking on a PCG role. The study concluded that fathers describe a wide range of reasons for becoming primary caregivers for their infant, and generally experience themselves as being actively involved in that decision. If fathers are to take an increasing role in child care, societal values and financial pressure may need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65566  
Parenting knowledge and its role in the prediction of dysfunctional parenting and disruptive child behaviour 
There is a paucity of research on the relationship between parental knowledge, parenting and parenting self-efficacy, and some inconsistencies have been reported in the literature. ~The study concluded that Parents with low levels of knowledge and confidence in their parenting may be at greater risk of dysfunctional parenting and might benefit from interventions designed to enhance both knowledge and confidence. Results are interpreted in relation to inconsistencies with previous research and implications for future methodologies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65567  

'Jumping through hoops': parents' experiences with seeking respite care for children with special needs 
Respite care may act as a means to reduce stress and fatigue in people caring for a dependent who has a disability. Despite this, a variety of barriers may exist to obtaining such services. This study explored caregivers' experiences seeking respite care for their children with special needs within a province in Canada. This study concluded that the collective experiences of these caregivers point to the need for more flexibility and co-ordination of respite care services for children with special needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65568  

Parent views on enhancing the quality of health care for their children with fragile X syndrome, autism or Down syndrome 
International research in recent years has begun to focus on the medical problems of individuals with intellectual disabilities and on family stress in accessing health services for persons with developmental disabilities. Less is known about the needs of individuals in different diagnostic groups, or about their experiences of systems of care. Therefore, this study report the results of focus groups with parents of children or adults with fragile X syndrome, autism or Down syndrome. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65569  

The application of evidence-based practice to non-speech oral motor treatments 
The purpose of this paper is to help speech-language pathologists (SLPs) apply the principles of evidence-based practice (EBP) to non-speech oral motor treatments (NSOMTs) in order to make valid, evidence-based decisions about NSOMTs and thus determine if they are viable treatment approaches for the management of communication disorders. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65570  

Developing policy in the provision of parenting programmes: integrating a review of reviews with the perspectives of both parents and professionals 
Parenting programmes are a key component of the delivery of children's services, but evidence-based policy has often proved difficult to implement. Twenty systematic reviews were summarized. These reviews demonstrated that there is a wide range of parenting programmes available that have the potential to benefit families who are affected by problems ranging from emotional and behavioural difficulties to adolescent substance abuse. However, the findings of the focus groups reveal that the success of these programmes will depend in part on how they can be tailored to meet the social context of the families targeted. These integrated findings are discussed in terms of their implications for policy and practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65551  
'I don't trust you, you are going to tell', adolescents with emotional and behavioural disorders participating in qualitative research 
Some groups of young people are considered difficult to reach and study. One such group consists of adolescents with emotional and behavioural disorders (EBD), who have problems with verbal intelligence, thought focussing and paying attention. During a 2-year research study into the preferences of adolescents with EBD regarding drug prevention policy, the author examined these young people's opinions and their experience of participation in research. The study concluded that it has become clear that there is no reason for excluding adolescents with EBD from participation in research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65553  

Family-centred care and health-related quality of life of patients in paediatric neurosciences 
Little is known about the influence of contextual factors such as health services characteristics on health-related quality of life (HRQL) for children with a neurological condition. To address this gap, we conducted an exploratory study of the relationship between family-centred care (FCC) and HRQL outcomes in children from neurosciences clinics in a large acute care hospital. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65559  

A comparison of father–infant interaction between primary and non-primary care giving fathers 
This study examined the socio-demographic characteristics and attitudes of primary care giving fathers and non-primary care giving fathers and the quality of their interaction with their infants. It concluded that primary and non-primary care giving fathers were similar in many respects, but primary care giving fathers and their infants were happier during play. This suggests a possible link between the involvement of fathers in the care of their children and their children's emotional state. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65564  

Does Breastfeeding Reduce the Risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome? 
In the last 20 years, the prevention campaigns to reduce the risk of sudden infant death syndrome were very successful. In some countries the advice to breastfeed is included in the campaigns' messages, but in other countries it is not. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65391  

Achieving Success Connecting Academic and Practicing Clinicians Through Telemedicine 
Practicing clinicians, especially in rural areas, are often isolated from learning opportunities and interactions with subspecialty providers. Pediatric Physician Learning and Collaborative Education, an interactive, educational, telemedicine program, was developed to address this need. We evaluated the success of this program through surveys with practicing and academic physicians. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65392  

Validity and Stability of Self-reported Health Among Adolescents in a Longitudinal, Nationally Representative Survey 
The goals of this study to assess (1) the stability of self-reported health among a nationally representative sample of youth in adolescence over a period of 6 years, (2) the concordance of self-reported health between parents and children, and (3) the validity of self-reported health across a range of physical and emotional indicators of adolescent well-being. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65393  

Risk Factors and Adult Body Mass Index Among Overweight Children: The Bogalusa Heart Study 
Compared with thinner children, overweight children (BMI for age between the 85th and 94th Centers for Disease Control and Prevention percentiles) have moderately elevated levels of lipids and blood pressure and are at increased risk for becoming obese adults. We examined the ability of BMI for age, the skinfold sum (subscapular + triceps), and the waist/height ratio to identify which overweight children are at greatest risk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65394  

Pain Symptoms and Stooling Patterns Do Not Drive Diagnostic Costs for Children With Functional Abdominal Pain and Irritable Bowel Syndrome in Primary or Tertiary Care 
The objectives of this study were to (1) compare the cost of medical evaluation for children with functional abdominal pain or irritable bowel syndrome brought to a pediatric gastroenterologist versus children who remained in the care of their pediatrician, (2) compare symptom characteristics for the children in primary versus tertiary care, and (3) examine if symptom characteristics predicted the cost of medical evaluation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65395  

Exploring Emergency Contraception Knowledge, Prescription Practices, and Barriers to Prescription for Adolescents in the Emergency Department 
The objective of this study was to assess the proportion of emergency medicine physicians who had prescribed emergency contraception pills to adolescents, to identify potential barriers to emergency contraception pill prescription for adolescents, and to assess physician knowledge of emergency contraception pills. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65396  

Allergic Disease and Atopic Sensitization in Children in Relation to Measles Vaccination and Measles Infection 
Our aim was to investigate the role of measles vaccination and measles infection in the development of allergic disease and atopic sensitization. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65397  

Socioeconomic, Family, and Pediatric Practice Factors That Affect Level of Asthma Control 
Multiple issues play a role in the effective control of childhood asthma. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65398  

Routine Vaccination Against Pertussis and the Risk of Childhood Asthma: A Population-Based Cohort Study 
In industrialized countries vaccination coverage remains suboptimal, partly because of perception of an increased risk of asthma. Epidemiologic studies of the association between childhood vaccinations and asthma have provided conflicting results, possibly for methodologic reasons such as unreliable vaccination data, biased reporting, and reverse causation. A recent review stressed the need for additional, adequately controlled large-scale studies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65401  

Antibiotic Use in Children Is Associated With Increased Risk of Asthma 
Antibiotic exposure in early childhood is a possible contributor to the increasing asthma prevalence in industrialized countries. Although a number of published studies have tested this hypothesis, the results have been conflicting. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65403  

Childhood temperament and long-term sickness absence in adult life 
This study concluded that childhood temperament is strongly associated with sickness absence in middle age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65406  

Obstetric complications and mild to moderate intellectual disability 
To investigate the role of obstetric and neonatal complications in the aetiology of mild to moderate intellectual disability. Admission to a special care baby unit and not being breastfed on discharge may be related to the aetiology of intellectual disability, although the direction of this association is unclear. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65407  

Alcohol-branded merchandise and its association with drinking attitudes and outcomes in US adolescents 
Alcohol-branded merchandise consists of clothing and other personal items that bear an alcohol brand; these are produced by alcohol companies and are widely distributed through retail and other outlets. This study sought to examine the association between ownership of such items and measures of alcohol susceptibility and use. In a large sample of more than 6500 adolescents, 11% to 20% of teenagers were found to own alcohol-branded merchandise, which was most commonly clothing and headwear and usually obtained as a gift from a family member or friend. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65439  

Parental attitudes about cigarette smoking and alcohol use in the motion picture association of America rating system 
High exposure to smoking and alcohol use in movies may influence adolescents' use of these substances. Tobacco use appears in 40% to 80% of popular contemporary youth-rated movies and alcohol use appears in 50% to 95%. This study was designed to examine parental attitudes toward including smoking and drinking in Motion Picture Association of America film-rating criteria and whether R ratings should be assigned to movies with these behaviors.  
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65440  

A randomized controlled evaluation of the effect of community health workers on hospitalization for asthma 
Asthma continues to be a common cause of hospitalization, despite the availability of effective treatment for the disease. The risk of hospitalization is highest for poor children in urban settings. This study examined the effectiveness of high school–educated community health workers on the risk of rehospitalization for poor children with asthma living in an inner city area. Community health workers had an average of 21 contracts with the family during the 24-month study period. Overall, the study supports the use of peer interventions for reaching and benefiting low-income groups. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65441 

Fungi and pollen exposure in the first months of life and risk of early childhood wheezing 
Many studies have found that risk of childhood asthma varies by month of birth, but few have examined ambient aeroallergens as an explanatory factor. This study concluded that children with higher exposure to fungal spores and pollen in the first three months of life were at increased risk of early wheezing. This association was independent of other seasonal factors, including ambient PM2.5 levels and lower respiratory infections. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65444  

The active management of risk in multiparous pregnancy at term: association between a higher preventive labor induction rate and improved birth outcomes 
To determine whether exposure of multiparous women to a high rate of preventive labor induction was associated with a significantly lower cesarean delivery rate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65463  

The cost-effectiveness of universal screening in pregnancy for subclinical hypothyroidism 
The purpose of this study was to determine whether routine screening for subclinical hypothyroidism during pregnancy would be cost-effective. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65464  

Effects of a Booster Seat Education and Distribution Program in Child Care Centers on Child Restraint Use Among Children Aged 4 to 8 Years 
To compare child care center–based booster seat education and distribution with no intervention when implemented immediately after booster seat legislation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65468  

Maternal Intimate Partner Violence and Increased Asthma Incidence in Children - Buffering Effects of Supportive Caregiving 
To examine the relationship between maternal intimate partner violence (IPV) and asthma onset in children and the role of supportive caregiving factors in modifying this relationship. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65470  


Association Between Swimming Lessons and Drowning in Childhood: A Case-Control Study 
To estimate the association between swimming lessons and the risk of drowning among children aged 1 to 19 years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65471  

Overestimation of fetal weight by ultrasound: does it influence the likelihood of cesarean delivery for labor arrest? 
We sought to determine whether the overestimation of ultrasound-derived estimated fetal weight (EFW) is associated with increased diagnosis of labor arrest. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65473  

Skipping breakfast, alcohol consumption and physical inactivity as risk factors for overweight and obesity in adolescents: results of the E-MOVO project 
To investigate the association between skipping breakfast, alcohol consumption and physical inactivity with overweight and obesity in adolescents. The design comprises cross-sectional electronic health survey (E-MOVO). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65504  

Combined effects of overweight and smoking in late adolescence on subsequent mortality: nationwide cohort study 
This study concluded that regardless of smoking status, overweight and obesity in late adolescence increases the risk of adult mortality. Obesity and overweight were as hazardous as heavy and light smoking, respectively, but there was no interaction between BMI and smoking status. The global obesity epidemic and smoking among adolescents remain important targets for intensified public health initiatives. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65514  

Helping parents cope with caring for a child with anorexia nervosa 
Parents caring for a child with anorexia nervosa often experience high levels of distress which affects their own health and quality of life. Parents in this situation, particularly mothers, would benefit from support to reduce the strain and distress of care giving. This is the finding of a research study carried out by Dr Olivia Kyriacou and colleagues at the Institute of Psychiatry. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65562  

Academy of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting Research 
The Academy of Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting Research has been established as a collaborative enterprise by the Royal College of Nursing, CPHVA – UNITE and the Royal College of Midwives in partnership with The Council of Deans for Health, the Nurse Directors group of the Association of UK University Hospitals, the Association for Leaders in Nursing, the Queens Nursing Institute, Mental Health Nurse Academics UK, the UK Clinical Research Facility Network and Nurses in Primary Care Research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65604  


Consultations

The effectiveness and costs of behavioural approaches to the management of sleep and behaviour problems among disabled children 
Does your job involve supporting or working with families with a disabled child who has a sleep or behaviour problem? Please click on the link to complete the brief questionnaire about interventions/services for parents of disabled children with sleep or behaviour problems. This project is investigating the effectiveness and costs of behavioural approaches to the management of sleep and behaviour problems among disabled children. The study is being funded by the newly established, government funded Centre for Excellence in Outcomes in Children and Young People's Services (C4EO). SPRU is collaborating with the Personal Social Services Research Unit at the University of Kent on this project. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65544  

The experience of sleep for children and young people with cerebral palsy and their families - help needed 
Participants needed for a research project exploring the experience of sleep for children and young people with cerebral palsy and their families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65546  

Contact a Family is asking families with disabled children ‘What makes you stronger?’ 
Contact a Family wants to hear from parents and other family member carers about their biggest priorities to strengthen their family practically, socially and emotionally. They have compiled an online survey to find out families’ current experiences and to ask what they would wish for if more help and support were available. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65547  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
Deadline: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  
Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  



Events and Training

Infant mortality national support team and implementation plan launch 
London, 22 April 2009 

This launch event, hosted by the Department of Health, will look at actions to reduce health inequalities in infant mortality through focusing on interventions that will have the greatest impact of reducing infant mortality in disadvantaged populations as highlighted in the Implementation Plan for Reducing Inequalities in Infant Mortality and also look at current examples of good practice. The event will showcase the initial work of the Infant Mortality National Support Team (IMNST) and its efforts to reduce infant mortality rates in the routine and manual group and in other disadvantaged populations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64877  
Towards Equality - the Evidence in Wales 
Llandudno, 10 March 2009

The Welsh Assembly Government and the Equality and Human Rights Commission are jointly organising two conferences (one in North Wales and one in South Wales) focussing on equality evidence in Wales. Through a series of presentations and discussions we will examine the availability and limitations of equalities data in Wales and explore how the evidence base is improving whilst illustrating how it can influence the development of your policies and practices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65542  

Towards Equality - the Evidence in Wales 
Swansea, 24 March 2009

The Welsh Assembly Government and the Equality and Human Rights Commission are jointly organising two conferences (one in North Wales and one in South Wales) focussing on equality evidence in Wales. Through a series of presentations and discussions we will examine the availability and limitations of equalities data in Wales and explore how the evidence base is improving whilst illustrating how it can influence the development of your policies and practices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65543  

Sleep Practitioner training for health professionals working with families of disabled children 
As part of the Handsel Trust’s ongoing Sleep Initiative to tackle sleep deprivation in families of children with disabilities, we are offering a two-day Sleep Practitioner training workshop. 
Location: Mollington Banastre Hotel Chester, UK CH1 6NN 
Start: Monday, 6th July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65545 
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 
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