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ChiMat Knowledge Update

6 February 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  Children's Services Mapping exercise closing 27 Feb 09 - register now to complete 
The 2008/9 children’s services mapping exercise reaches the final month of data inputting. Following its launch in November 2008 organisations have been completing the exercise and data inputting is due to close on Friday 27th February 2009. The response to the exercise this year has been very positive, however, the better response, the more complete the information will be and the greater the usefulness of the data. CSM are encouraging those who have not yet completed the exercise to do so at www.childrensmapping.org.uk
Read CSM announement here:

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64281  
ChiMat Data Atlas updates
· Breastfeeding prevalence rates at 6/8 weeks for Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 of 2008/9 
· GCE/VCE A/AS and equivalent examination results
· Child Health Profiles update
· Child well-being dataset – now available on the ChiMat data atlas. This presents data from the recently launched Local Index of Child-Wellbeing 2009, which represents the first attempt to create a small area index exclusively for children in England. 
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
ChiMat launch Conference –  Still time to book your place! 
Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: Conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health.
National Science Learning Centre, University of York, 26 February 2009 

For a full programme and booking form see:

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF  
News

Obama drops funding from bill, alarming family planning groups 
The Planned Parenthood Federation of America and other organisations have registered their disappointment as Barack Obama and fellow Democrats removed funding for family planning services from a proposed $819bn (£560bn) legislative package to stimulate the US economy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64150  

Childcare strategy must serve older children 
The government's childcare strategy does not do enough for older children, and must value the experience of existing workers with low qualifications, early years experts have said. The new strategy, Next Steps for Early Learning and Childcare, calls on local authorities to prioritise accessible childcare and activities for five- to 14-year-olds. But Anne Longfield, chief executive of children's charity 4Children, said: "There needs to be more intervention and proactive investment around older children." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64152  

Pursuit of success harms children, finds childhood inquiry 
Family discord, excessive competition and "unacceptable" inequality are among the challenges facing children today, according to the findings of the three-year Good Childhood inquiry. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64167  

Nursery health campaign extended to reach more parents 
An annual national health campaign that encourages nurseries to showcase their commitment to healthy lifestyles will be longer than usual next month in order to involve more parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64195  

'1,000 more therapists' needed for children 
The government should ensure 1,000 psychological therapists are trained over the next five years to cope with rising numbers of children with mental health problems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64196  

Government urged to reform new inspection regime 
The government has been urged to scrap the annual assessment of English local authorities, after a survey found significant concerns about "bureaucratic" performance management systems among children's services leaders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64197  

Pregnant smokers 'fear criticism' 
Many pregnant women smokers do not approach doctors for help to quit because they think they will be "judged", a poll suggests. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64203  

Children's Workforce Network eBulletin Issue 14 
The latest CWN eBulletin is available. Issue 14 is packed full of news and views including: thoughts from the CWN Chair on the 2020 Workforce Strategy, plus updates on new qualifications and workforce reform in the youth, health, justice and schools sectors. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64211  

Children, Young People and Alcohol: Advice and Information for Parents and Carers - Example 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information; for parents, children and young people. The Department wants to hear from parents, young people and those working with children in health and other services, especially their views on whether they understand the medical guidance; and whether they think the advice will help them make good decisions and support their children to make healthy choices. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64223  

Alcohol: Advice and Information Leaflet for Children and Young People - Example 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information; for parents, children and young people. The Department wants to hear from parents, young people and those working with children in health and other services, especially their views on whether they understand the medical guidance; and whether they think the advice will help them make good decisions and support their children to make healthy choices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64224  

Autism Bill 
The Autism Bill has been chosen by Cheryl Gillan MP to be taken forward for parliamentary debate, but for it to reach the next stage in the parliamentary process at least 100 MPs need to vote in favour of the Bill when it is read on 27th February 2009. The National Autistic Society is therefore urging people to e-mail their MP and write a letter to their local paper. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64226  

Supporting the Families of Young Disabled Children 
A new programme improving the support provided to the families of young children with disabilities is to be implemented across Wales. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64227  

Stockport Family Intervention Project - Invitation to submit an expression of interest 
Stockport Supporting People and Stockport Children's & Young People's Directorate wish to invite expressions of interest in a Family Intervention Project. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64244  

New smokefree campaign aimed at pregnant women 
A powerful campaign has launched to raise awareness of the dangers of women smoking during pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64248  

Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin [Feb 2009]
Monthly e-bulletin for internal and external stakeholder groups designed to provide them with regular updates on activities that are supporting the delivery of the Be Healthy outcome for children, young people and families through the Every Child Matters: Change for Children agenda. This bulletin is for managers and front line staff in education, social care, and health and for voluntary sector organisations who work with children, young people, and pregnant women. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=64249 

Second edition of the Early Support Service Audit Tool published 
An up-dated, streamlined, second edition of the Early Support Service Audit Tool is now available. It helps multi-agency groups and service users review local services for families with disabled children under five, identify priority actions and track service change over time. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64258  

Early Support in Wales 
The Welsh Assembly Government has announced the introduction of Early Support across all 22 local authorities in Wales. Local authorities and health authorities will be expected to adopt an Early Support approach to integrated working and partnership working with families, to use the programme materials and participate in Early Support training. Funding is being provided over a three-year period from January 2009 to support the initiative. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64260  

Transition High on the Agenda 
An unprecedented 147 out of 150 local areas have shown their commitment to improving transition support for disabled young people by completing the national transition support team (NTST) Self Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) by the deadline, Friday 30 January 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64262  

Drinking too much water is bad during childbirth 
New research to be published in BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology reveals the potential dangers of high water intake during childbirth. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64263  

National Paediatric Diabetes Survey 
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) is conducting a survey to determine the number of children and young people under the age of 18 in England who have diabetes. The project is a collaboration between the RCPCH, the British Society for Paediatric Endocrinology and Diabetes (BSPED), the Association of Children’s Diabetes Clinicians (ACDC), the National Diabetes Support Team and the National Diabetes Information Service. It is supported by the National Clinical Directors for Diabetes and for Children, Young People and Maternity at the Department of Health. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64264  

Agency publishes annual measles figures for 2008 
There were 1,348* confirmed cases of measles in England and Wales last year according to latest figures from the Health Protection Agency (January to December 2008). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64265  

Viewpoint: “Children should not be treated as criminals”, says Europe Commissioner 
There is a disturbing trend in Europe today to lock up more children at an earlier age. The age of criminal responsibility is already very low in some countries, such as the United Kingdom. Suggestions to lower the age limit to 12 years old have recently been made in France, while a similar law has been adopted in Georgia. The time has come to move the argument away from fixing an arbitrary age for criminal responsibility and find a more childfriendly solution to juvenile justice… 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64268  

Learning recipes for life vital to beating obesity - Ed Balls 
New £3.3m package to recruit specialist teaching assistants and train staff to run practical cooking lessons – - £53m given to secondary schools for new cooking facilities – - Minister calls on supermarkets to help get families cooking.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64276  

Alcohol limits for children 
Parents have been advised that children under 15 should never be given alcohol, BBC News reported. It said that Sir Liam Donaldson, England’s chief medical officer (CMO) has warned that children who drink are at risk of serious harm and that childhood should be an ‘alcohol free time’. This 'behind the headlines' article gives more details around this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64277  

Sunlight and young bones 
Women who are pregnant during the summer have taller, stronger-boned babies” reports The Independent, describing research on 7,000 children as part of an 18-year study. This 'behind the headline' report examines the evidence behind this article. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64278  

Test for postnatal depression 
'A simple blood test could soon be used to predict if a woman will suffer from postnatal depression” says The Daily Telegraph. The paper reports on new research, saying that testing levels of a hormone produced by the placenta could be used to predict three-quarters of depression cases in new mothers. According to the newspaper the researchers claim the test could one day become standard practice for expectant mothers. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64279  

A good childhood - read the national press coverage online 
The Children’s Society launched its landmark report “A Good Childhood: Searching for values in a competitive age” at a press conference on Monday 2 February 2009. This page provides a list of the key national online coverage for the 2 and 3 February. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64280  



Guides and Practice

Headspace toolkit 
The Headspace toolkit has been updated in Jan 09 to reflect changes to the legislation, specifically the amendments to the Mental Health Act 1983 which has become the Mental Health Act 2007. The Headspace Toolkit is for young people wo are inpatients in psychiatric units. The information on this website will provide you with basic information about being an inpatient, what the law says, your rights, who you can talk to, how to speak up (self-advocate) and get others to listen, what to do if you are not happy with your service and other information that we hope you will find useful. If you have used Headspace before this update, you may have a cookie on your system which brings up the previous version - if you get the old 4 colour version, just hit the refresh button. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64266 
Zoela's stories: therapeutic children's stories 
CD (45 mins) of 12 narrated children's stories and 1 meditation session for children aged 4 to 14 years. The stories encourage the use of imagination to establish a calm and comfortable inner world for the child to heal childhood traumas. The use of metaphors, words and sounds help the child become self-reliant, confident and less fearful. Characters in the stories demonstrate different difficulties allowing children to identify and connect with different emotions, learn the importance of dialogue and how difficult situations can be overcome. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64137  

The Group Therapy Centre Cambridge 
Based in Cambridge, the Centre is the Uk's leading charity specialising in Group Therapy. Over the past 40 years we've helped thousands of people to recover their mental health and well-being. With fast access and several kinds of therapy to choose from, practised by highly qualified and experienced therapists, it means there's real hope for you; or perhaps someone you know who needs help. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64156  

National Transition Support Programme 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC), launched in May 2007, is the government’s transformation programme for disabled children's services in England. One of the issues identified in AHDC was that more work was needed to improve and co-ordinate services for disabled young people in transition to adult life. To address this, the government announced the Transition Support Programme, which would aim to raise the standards of transition in all local areas. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64157  

UN child rights map 
The Children’s Rights Information Network (CRIN) has developed an online, interactive map to complement its guide to child rights at the United Nations The aim of the map is to help users navigate the UN system, work out which organs work on child rights, and find out what they do. While the map is not exhaustive, they hope it will help encourage advocates to make use of the UN system. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64162  

Stewards of children: a primary prevention program for child sexual abuse 
Profiles the Stewards of Children program, a new approach to the prevention of child sexual abuse that has been developed in the United States over the last decade. It explores the rationale for considering this new program and its potential usefulness in Australia. It goes on to outline the key elements of the program, and feedback from some of those who have participated in the training program. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64216  

Me-and-Us- specialises in resources for educators of young people with learning disabilities to help teach about sex and relationships 
Me-and-Us produces educational resources and provides training on Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) and Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64235  



Policy and Government Reports
Outcome indicators for children looked after: twelve months to 30 September 2007, England. 
Details a range of outcome indicators for children who have been continuously looked after for at least 12 months in England, including: the number of children looked after continuously for at least 12 months by: special educational needs (SEN), absences and exclusions, achievements at key stage 1, 2 and 3, Year 11 children who obtained at least 1 GCSE (or equivalent), Year 11 children who obtained at least 5 GCSEs at A* - C (or equivalent), employment status at end of Year 11, cautions and convictions and immunisations, dental checks and health assessments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64213  

Positive practice guidelines for improving access to Psychological therapies -perinatal 
Pregnancy and the period after childbirth can bring a range of emotional changes for the mother, her partner and other members of the family. Many mothers find that these changes are a positive experience, but some undergo emotional upheaval that can result in mental health problems. This is also a time for preventive perinatal interventions in order to promote strong attachment and positive parenting, thereby reducing mental health problems later for both mother and child. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64220  

Fitter for the Future: the new accountability framework (summary report) (CSN) 
This report from PIRGE (Performance Information Reference Group in Education and Children's Services) makes a timely contribution to the discusions around improving children's services. It explores the implications of the CAA framework for children's services, presenting research findings from an investigation of the Local Area Agreement, the National Indicator Set and the impact on external assessment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64273  


Reports
Change makers: evaluating the early impact of integrated children’s services 
An evaluation of the impact of Every Child Matters in the report ' Evaluating the Early Impact of Integrated Children's Services' published by the Local Authority Research Consortium. Includes case studies and a four stage impact model to describe the change processes that have occurred. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64138  

Rallying Together: Summary of a research study of Raleigh’s work with disadvantaged young people 
Raleigh is a youth development organisation that runs overseas expeditions for young people to work together on community, environmental and conservation projects around the world. In 2008, IPPR was commissioned to research the long-term impact of Raleigh’s work with young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. This research had two key objectives: * To provide Raleigh with feedback on its work with disadvantaged young people over the past 25 years * To provide a case study of a practical intervention which has broader lessons for policymakers and practitioners concerned with improving young people’s lives. Link to PDF of Summary and Full Report 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64151  

High thresholds and prevention in children’s services: The impact of mothers’ coping strategies on outcome of child and parenting problems—six month follow-up 
High thresholds characterizing the provision of Children’s Services have become increasingly apparent in recent years, and concerns that these thresholds mean that high need families do not receive a service have been expressed in key policy documents. This paper focuses on the coping strategies of families who were unsuccessful applicants for Children’s Services, and asks: Which coping strategies were most effective in securing positive outcomes? It was found that the direct actions of the mother, and avoidance strategies such as denial or acceptance had little effect. However, seeking social support was associated with more positive outcomes in child development and parenting, and denial and disengagement with an increase in depression symptoms. The implications of these findings, for policy and practice, are discussed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64177  

Leading Practice Improvement in Front Line Child Protection 
Front line child protection managers are a vital conduit for effective outcomes for children, young people and their families. However, little is known about the change processes that they need to implement to effectively intervene in such a complex context to support improved practice. This article describes how organizational action research and Organizational Linkage Theory were used to establish an in-depth understanding of the inhibitors and facilitators of the implementation of an outcome-focused management model in three child protection offices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64178  

Mortality statistics: childhood, infant and perinatal: review of the National statistician on deaths in England and Wales, 2006 
Contains detailed analyses of all stillbirths, infant and perinatal deaths and data on deaths of children aged under-16 by cause of death, sex and age-group. Also analyses by some of the key risk factors affecting stillbirths and infant deaths, obtained by linking the baby's death record with the corresponding birth record - father's social class, age and country of birth of mother, previous children born within the marriage, and birthweight. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64179  

Developing a road map for research: identifying the priorities for a national child protection research agenda. 
Identifies several areas that need to be addressed to inform the development of a national agenda for research into child abuse prevention, child protection, and out-of-home care in Australia, to provide a systemic framework to ensure that there is quality evidence base to inform policy and practice. Explains how routine monitoring and revision for such an agenda would enable accurate assessments of progress and provide professionals within the sector an avenue to ensure that policy and practice needs for evidence are heard and addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64180  

Improving outcomes for children living in families with parental substance misuse: What do we know and what should we do 
Reviews the multiple risk and protective factors impacting on child outcomes in families with parental substance abuse. Considers the extent of the problem and the data available on the numbers of children affected, and examines the place of children and families in national, state and territory policy. Reviews treatment literature to determine whether there is sufficient information for services to develop an 'evidence-informed' approach to treatment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64181  


Policies and Characteristics of the Preschool Environment and Physical Activity of Young Children 
The purpose of this study was to examine policies and characteristics of preschools and the extent to which they influence the physical activity of 3- to 5-year-old children during the preschool day. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64184  

Transition From Pediatric to Adult Care: Internists' Perspectives 
The goal was to understand the concerns of adult health care providers regarding transition for young adult patients with childhood-onset conditions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64187  

Still slipping through the net? 
Unison is calling for urgent action to tackle problems facing child protection services, after it released a report highlighting major concerns over caseloads, vacancies, training and resources. The report includes a survey of children’s social workers across the UK, and Unison is urging the immediate implementation of its 10-point plan to help solve the problems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64191  

From Crunch To Crisis: Winter Hardship For Families In The UK 
A new report form Barnardo’s on the effects of poverty on 16 families warns that the health and wellbeing of disadvantaged children could hit "crisis point" as the financial crisis continues to worsen. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64192  



Research
Who will speak for me? Improving end-of-life decision-making for adolescents with HIV and their families 
The purpose of this research was to test the effectiveness of a model of family/adolescent-centered advance care planning for adolescents living with HIV and their families for increasing congruence and quality of communication while decreasing decisional conflict. It concluded that family-centered advance care planning by trained facilitators increased congruence in adolescent/surrogate preferences for end-of-life care, decreased decisional conflict, and enhanced communication quality. Families acknowledged a life-threatening condition and were willing to initiate end-of-life conversations when their adolescents were medically stable. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64132  

Neonatal palliative care attitude scale: Development of an instrument to measure the barriers to and facilitators of palliative care in neonatal nursing 
The aim of this research project was to obtain an understanding of the barriers to and facilitators of providing palliative care in neonatal nursing. This article reports the first phase of this research: to develop and administer an instrument to measure the attitudes of neonatal nurses to palliative care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64133  

Survey of the Impact of the Economic Slowdown on Local Authorities 2008 
6% of children's services in England have already experienced an increased demand for services as a result of the economic slowdown and another 30% anticipate an increase in demand, according to a survey by the Local Government Association. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64140  

Binge pattern of alcohol consumption during pregnancy 
Patterns of alcohol consumption during pregnancy such as episodes of binge drinking may be as important as average levels of consumption in conferring risk for later childhood mental health and learning problems. However, it can be difficult to distinguish risk resulting from episodic or regular background levels of drinking. This large study investigates whether patterns of alcohol consumption are independently associated with child mental health and cognitive outcomes, whether there are gender differences in risk, and whether occasional episodes of higher levels of drinking carry any risk in the absence of regular daily drinking during pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64142  

Does breastfeeding protect against substantiated child abuse and neglect? A 15-year cohort study 
This study explored whether breastfeeding was protective against maternally perpetrated child maltreatment. It concluded that Among other factors, breastfeeding may help to protect against maternally perpetrated child maltreatment, particularly child neglect. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64144  

Being bullied: Associated factors in children and adolescents 8 to 18 years old in 11 European Countries 
To analyze the prevalence of bullying victims among children and adolescents aged 8 to 18 years in 11 European countries and to investigate the associated sociodemographic, physical, and psychosocial factors. This study indicated considerable variation between countries in the prevalence of those perceiving themselves to be victims of bullying but also revealed a clear profile of those likely to be bullied. The study also suggests that the Kidscreen bullying scale could be useful in identifying potential bullying victims. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64145  

Persistence of morbidity and cost differences between late-preterm and term infants during the first year of life 
Late-preterm infants are known to have greater morbidity and costs compared with term infants during the neonatal period, but less is known about whether these differences continue beyond this period. Late-preterm infants have greater morbidity and total health care costs than term infants, and these differences persist throughout the first year of life. Management strategies and guidelines to reduce morbidity and costs in late-preterm infants should be investigated. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64146  

Routine developmental screening implemented in urban primary care settings: more evidence of feasibility and effectiveness 
The purpose of this study was to examine the feasibility and effectiveness of implementation of validated developmental screening by using the Parents' Evaluation of Developmental Status in 2 urban pediatric practices. Implementation of validated screening by using the Parents' Evaluation of Developmental Status was feasible in large, urban settings. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64147  

Mental health problems and overweight in a nationally representative sample of adolescents: Effects of race and ethnicity 
This study examined the relation between mental health problems and weight in a population-based study of youth aged 12 to 17 years and whether the association between mental health problems and weight is moderated by race and ethnicity. Results suggest that, when addressing youth overweight status, mental health problems also need to be addressed
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64148  

Can birth weight standards based on healthy populations improve the identification of small-for-gestational-age newborns at risk of adverse neonatal outcomes? 
To develop neonatal growth standards based on (1) the entire population of live births and (2) a healthy subpopulation and compare them in identifying infants as small for gestational age and at risk of adverse neonatal outcomes. Neonatal growth standards based on healthy populations could improve the identification of very preterm neonates as small for gestational age and at risk of intraventricular hemorrhage. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64149  


Socioeconomic determinants of children's environmental tobacco smoke exposure and family's home smoking policy 
Few studies have analysed the impact of different socioeconomic indicators on the prevalence of children's environmental tobacco smoke (ETS) exposure at several indoor environments and on family's home smoking policy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64170 

Declining maternal smoking prevalence did not change low birthweight prevalence in Massachusetts from 1989 to 2004 
Maternal smoking is associated with low birthweight (LBW). LBW prevalence is increasing in the US. However, it is unclear whether a fall in maternal smoking has any impact on the LBW prevalence in Massachusetts, a state with a comprehensive tobacco control program since 1993. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64171  

Self-rated health during adolescence: stability and predictors of change (Young-HUNT study, Norway) 
Self-rated health (SRH) is an important single-item variable used in many health surveys. It is a predictor for later mortality, morbidity and health service attendance. Therefore, it is important to study how SRH is influenced during adolescence. The present study examined the stability of SRH over a 4-year period in adolescence, and the factors predicting change in it. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64172  

Chronic Child Abuse: The Characteristics and Careers of Children Caught in the Child Protection System 
The introduction of the Quality Protects initiative in England and the focus on performance management has challenged social services departments to examine the systems, processes and outcomes for children who have their name on a child protection register. Research indicates that approximately one-quarter of the situations in which children are registered could be described as chronic—that is, they remain on the child protection register for significant periods of time, experience more than one period of registration or suffer a further incident of significant harm whilst subject to a child protection plan. In this article, the findings from a research study conducted into this group of vulnerable children are reported, focusing on the characteristics of the children and their families, and their careers in the child protection system. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64176  

Effect of Cell Phone Distraction on Pediatric Pedestrian Injury Risk 
Early adolescents are using cell phones with increasing frequency. Cell phones are known to distract motor vehicle drivers to the point that their safety is jeopardized, but it is unclear if cell phones might also distract child pedestrians. This study was designed to examine the influence of talking on a cell phone for pediatric pedestrian injury risk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64182  

Impact of the 2004–2005 Influenza Vaccine Shortage on Pediatric Practice: A National Survey 
A severe influenza vaccine shortage occurred during the 2004–2005 influenza season because of the loss of all vaccine made by Chiron (Emeryville, CA) for US distribution. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64183  

Parental Smoking and Adolescent Smoking Initiation: An Intergenerational Perspective on Tobacco Control 
Adolescence is an important period of risk for the development of lifelong smoking behaviors. Compelling, although inconsistent, evidence suggests a relationship between parental smoking and the risk of smoking initiation during adolescence. This study investigates unresolved issues concerning the strength and nature of the association between parent smoking and offspring smoking initiation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64185  

Increasing Adherence to Inhaled Steroid Therapy Among Schoolchildren: Randomized, Controlled Trial of School-Based Supervised Asthma Therapy 
We aimed to determine the effectiveness of school-based supervised asthma therapy in improving asthma control. The primary hypothesis was that the supervised-therapy group would have a smaller proportion of children experiencing an episode of poor asthma control each month, compared with those in the usual-care group. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64188  

Minimal Risk in Pediatric Research as a Function of Age 
The minimal risk standard allows institutional review boards (IRBs) to approve pediatric research when the risks do not exceed the risks children face in daily life or during routine examinations. The fact that the risks children face in daily life vary with age raises the question of whether IRBs should implement this standard by adopting 1, 2, 3, or even more risk standards. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64204  

Literacy and Child Health: A Systematic Review 
To assess the prevalence of low health literacy among adolescents, young adults, and child caregivers in the United States, the readability of common child-health information, and the relationship between literacy and child health. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64209  

Use of Inexpensive Technology to Enhance Adolescent Health Screening and Counseling 
To describe the health issues reported using a personal digital assistant (PDA) to conduct screening at adolescent well visits, and to determine the effect of a PDA screening tool on the content and quality of the clinical interaction. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64210  

Can nutritional therapy replace pharmacologic therapy in pediatric Crohn's disease? 
Nutritional therapy with an amino-acid-based, enteral-formula diet was introduced to the therapeutic armamentarium for Crohn's disease by O'Morain and colleagues in 1985. This study compared the therapeutic efficacy of enteral nutrition with that of glucocorticoids for the induction of clinical remission in a group of steroid-dependent adult patients with Crohn's disease. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64232  

Should we lower the dose of iron when treating anaemia in pregnancy? A randomized dose–response trial 
A study to compare the efficacy and side effects of low-dose vs high-dose iron supplements to correct anaemia in pregnancy. Conclusions - Low-dose iron supplements may be effective at treating anaemia in pregnancy with less gastrointestinal side effects compared with high-dose supplements. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64270  

The prevention of overweight and obesity in children and adolescents: a review of interventions and programmes 
Objective: To evaluate the effectiveness and potential adverse effects of school-based obesity prevention programmes. A further aim was to identify the mechanisms for successful interventions with a view to their large-scale implementation. CRD summary: This review concluded that the majority of school-based obesity programmes are effective, especially those targeting physical education and those aimed at reducing television viewing. However, poor reporting of the review methods and the absence of a formal assessment of study validity make the reliability of the authors’ conclusions unclear. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64271  


Consultations
Consultation on Home Education: Your views 
This consultation seeks views on whether current systems that support and monitor home education are the right ones. Deadline date: 20 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64158  

Consultation on the new draft Guidance on professional conduct for nursing and midwifery students 
Take part in the consultation to review the guidance the NMC provide to nursing and midwifery students around their personal and professional conduct. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64221 
Ending child poverty: making it happen: consultation
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071  

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  

Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet? 
Deadline date: 2 March 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63393  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
Deadline: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation 
Deadline date: 10 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62606  

Consultation on Statutory Guidance: The roles and responsibilities of the lead member for children's services and the director of children's services

Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61020
Consultation on the Implementation in England of the EU School Milk Scheme

Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61021
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Consultation

Deadline date: 18 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61060


Events and Training

CLS Seminar - Sensitive Data: Perceptions and Implications 
London, 6 March 2009
Which data are sensitive? Should definitions be changed and new restrictions on access implemented? This highly topical seminar will explore public and professional perceptions of sensitive data and consider the implications for legislators and conducting surveys and analysing their data. The seminar will also provide a unique opportunity to hear the views of respondents concerning their involvement in long-term research which includes the collection of sensitive data. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64131  

‘21st Century Babies - The joys and challenges for parents and society.’ National Conference 
London, 17 March 2009
Speakers: Camila Batmanghelidjh is the founder and director of Kids Co. and has been a psychotherapist for more than 20 years. George Hosking is the founder, CEO and research coordinator of WAVE (Worldwide Alternatives to ViolencE) trust. Professor Stephen Scott is Director of Research at the National Academy for Parenting Practitioners. Anita Hughes is a chartered educational psychologist and author of ‘Developing play for the under threes.’ Natalie Meddings, is a trained doula, working with mothers before and after the birth of their child. Pip Pinhorn, is a registered social worker who currently manages Toyhouse Libraries, a family focused organisation in Tower Hamlets. Amanda Garnham is Joint CEO of the Daycare Trust 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64141   

Involving Disabled Children in Planning and Reviews 
London, 25 February 2009
Effective communication is key to ensuring disabled children are involved in every area of their lives. This one-day training course looks at various forms of communication from verbal to emotional, with a view to improving participants engagement with the disabled children with whom they work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64154  

Including all of us 
Birmingham, 18 March 2009
Some children face particular barriers in accessing the range of services available to other children. Children with complex health needs, children who require moving and handling, and children with behaviour that challenges can often be excluded. This new one-day training course will enable participants to develop a framework to ensure that all children can safely be included in all services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64155  

Keeping Children Safe: Working in Partnership to Improve the System 
London, 21 May 2009
Delegates at this Westminster Briefing will have the opportunity to consider the impact on the future of children’s social services following recent events, bringing together all of the key agencies involved in child protection. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64169  


Investing in Children: Moving to What Works Conference 
London, 23 February 2009
This conference is organised by DCSF, DH and YJB and is intended for senior managers and commissioners of services for children and families, in health services, youth justice and children’s services. The conference will give participants a unique opportunity to hear about developing and commissioning services in a systematic way to provide an integrated suite of evidence based programmes at a local level. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64228  

'Parents Matter' International Conference 
London, 26 March 2009
The theme of this conference is the role of parents in life course changes. To what extent is ineffective parenting a factor in locking young children into low educational achievement and its often negative social and economic consequences? Does effective parenting brought about by intervention programmes really make a difference? Can intervention with parents still be effective in adolescence? What form should such intervention take? This conference is aimed at practitioners and policy makers working in children's services and with families. Researchers and academics in the field will also find the coverage relevant to their work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64230  

Managing long term conditions 
Harrogate, 7 April 2009
The Conference Programme Managing Long Term Conditions is at the forefront of best practice information for all those interested in long term conditions. Delegates may choose sessions from the same conference stream or mix ‘n’ match from more than one stream. Our conference programme is researched by us to bring you the latest developments, research, policy and topics you want to hear. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64269  

Your workforce matters 
Worcester, 6 March 2009
This event is aimed at both childcare employers and training providers, providing the opportunity to hear the government's vision for an integrated children's workforce and look at some of the new qualification requirements in more depth. It will be beneficial to owners, managers and committee chairs, or employees with responsibility for staff recruitment and training. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64274 

Neglect: responding effectively to safeguard children and young people 
Newcastle, 11 March 2009
Aims of the conference: * Neglect in the context of legal thresholds for care proceedings; * Understanding the impact of neglect on children's development; * Recent research on responding effectively to neglect and emotional harm; * The assessment of neglect using the signs of safety assessment tool; * Current work in family centres working with neglectful parents; * How the care system can sometimes neglect the needs of young people 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64275  

Bottom of Form

News:
First stages of ContactPoint activation starts 
The first steps to activate the Government’s online directory of children’s services – ContactPoint- will begin today (Monday 26). Starting today, two security vetted officials from local authorities all over England will begin the necessary training to start operating the system. In addition, training will start in 17 LA’s in the North West and two national voluntary sector partners – Barnardo’s & KIDS – where ContactPoint will be more intensively piloted. Frontline practitioners will start training and operating the system in these areas in the spring and across the country from the summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63995 

The picture of England's health 
The third national Health Profile of England is published today and demonstrates improvements in critical areas of the nation's health. Death rates from cancer, heart disease and suicides continue to decline, whilst life expectancy is higher than ever and infant mortality at its lowest. This DH press release highlights key findings of the report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64000 

Alarm over security of children's database 
Parents, security experts and opposition parties have voiced alarm that 400,000 people are to be given access to a new national database containing details of all 11 million children living in England. ContactPoint, which has so far cost £224 million, will hold the name, address, date of birth, parents' details, GP and name of school of all English children aged under 18... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64004 

Practitioners and service user leaders join Social Work Taskforce: DCSF announces full membership of taskforce 
The DCSF and Department of Health have appointed directors of children's and adult services, along with service user leaders, practitioners, academics and staff representatives. There is even a place for The Sun's agony aunt, Deidre Saunders. The taskforce has been set up to examine how the quality of the profession, recruitment and retention can be improved, and is due to the report this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64008 

Childhood stress 'can damage immune system and long-term health' 
Suffering stressful experiences early in childhood can have long-lasting effects on health, a new study suggests. Teenagers who had suffered bereavement or spent time in care as children were more likely to have depleted immune systems, scientists found, than others who did not experience that kind of trauma at a young age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64010 

Children's minister: call on schools to promote out of hours activities 
Children’s Minister Beverley Hughes called on all schools and local authorities to do more to develop out of hours activities for children and young people, and make sure that all sections of their communities are aware of what’s on offer. Two reports on the Extended Services programme, published today (29 Jan 09), show that there have been significant achievements with many schools offering a good range of services, which are welcomed and valued by parents. However more needs to be done to ensure that every child in every community has access to good quality out of school activities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64048 

Nearly 50,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises have their say on public sector support 
Nearly 50,000 charity, social enterprise and voluntary organisations took part in the National Survey of Third Sector Organisation and first findings show that when local public sector bodies work with them, it can have a really positive effect on their success. First results show that 58% of those who had direct dealings with local government bodies said that they had a positive or very positive effect on their success. However, over half of all respondents (51%) said they felt public sector bodies had no overall influence on their success, meaning public sector bodies have more to do to improve their contact and support to their local third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64053 

Five-point plan for alcohol-free childhood 
For the first time, young people and their parents will have clear medical guidance on alcohol consumption. The guidance, will be announced today (29 Jan 09) by Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, to be published for consultation. It will recommend that young people up to the age of 15 should avoid alcohol altogether. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64061 

Healthy Schools on NHS Choices website 
Healthy Schools has teamed up with NHS Choices to create a series of short films about the impact of the programme upon children and young people’s health. Five Healthy Schools from across the country were selected to feature on the NHS Choices website to highlight some of the creative ways in which schools and parents are encouraging children to eat healthily, get active and stop bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64065 

Update on disabled children's national indicator 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) announced a national indicator on disabled children's services (National Indicator 54 - NI 54). The indicator will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to 'core offer' standards. The government has published an updated briefing on the indicator and the timetable for its development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64066 

Information and advice services to face reforms 
The government is to overhaul information, advice and guidance for young people by introducing a universal entitlement to services, CYP Now has learnt. The entitlement will be outlined in a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills strategy, to be published in six weeks' time. The strategy will give local authorities a model of how guidance services for 11- to 19-year-olds should operate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64070 

Change4Life launches largest ever children's health survey 
The biggest health survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, launches today (30 Jan 2009). Millions of families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits - in return they will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64072 

Promoting the free entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) will be running another phase of advertising to promote the free early learning entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64073 

Department of Health welcomes the King's Fund report on new Centre of Excellence for workforce planning 
A new Centre of Excellence that will help local NHS organisations deliver better and more efficient workforce planning, was announced by the Department of Health today (30 Jan 09). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64074 

Learn from banking crisis and stamp out competition in the NHS, says BMA chairman 
The head of the BMA has called on the government to "end its obsession" with the market to avoid a crisis in the health service similar to that seen in the banking sector in the past few months. Hamish Meldrum, the chairman of the BMA, said the meltdown in the city should have "sent alarm bells ringing in the department of health," adding that "relying on the private sector to provide crucial public services is not the way forward." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64089 

Lasting effect of concussion 
Young people who get concussion can “show subtle signs of mental and physical problems” even 30 years later, reports BBC online. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64094 

Too many children at risk in secure estate, Anne Owers says 
The use of restraint on child prisoners remains high and is not always properly monitored, according to the chief inspector of prisons Anne Owers. Ower's annual report, published this week, said a quarter of all boys had reported being physically restrained at some point. In addition, more than a third of young adults said they had felt unsafe in their current establishment and just over a quarter said that they had been victimised by another prisoner or group of prisoners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64095 

Childhood in Britain 'ruined by lack of outdoor play and aggressive advertising' 
The two-year Good Childhood Inquiry is expected to warn that children have lost their freedom to play outside because of paranoia about the dangers they face and hostility from the general public. The independent inquiry into the state of childhood today – commissioned by The Children's Society and carried out by Lord Layard, the Labour peer, and Professor Judy Dunn, a child psychologist at the Institute of Psychiatry – has collected so much evidence that it is publishing it in a 240-page paperback book on Monday. It will include 30 "hard-hitting recommendations" for the Government on how childhood can be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64096 
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Guides and Practice:
Promoting physical activity for children and young people [NICE public health guidance] 
Promoting physical activity, active play and sport for pre-school and school-age children and young people in family, pre-school, school and community settings. This guidance is for all those who have a direct or indirect role in - and responsibility for - promoting physical activity for children and young people. This includes those working in the NHS, education, local authorities and the wider public, private, voluntary and community sectors. It will also be of interest to parents, grandparents and other carers (including professional carers), children and young people and other members of the public. It includes recommendations for schools, but does not make recommendations for the national curriculum. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64050 

Tired of hanging around: Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people 
This study focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle and prevent anti-social behaviour. This study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64052 

Policy guidance and toolkits: World class commissioning of primary care and community services 
These documents are for commissioners and form part of a series of supporting guides to help primary care trusts become world class commissioners of primary care and community services. They have been co-produced by NHS East of England, NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC), and the Department of Health. Latest guides available: Primary care and community services: improving dental access, quality and oral health; Primary care and community services: improving GP services; Primary care 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64079 

Under the influence? Alcohol and offending 
This Handbook is for any professional who works with young people whose drinking is problematic and associated with offending behaviour. It will also be of interest to any professional working in health, social care or education who wishes to know more about the patterns of alcohol use in young people and practical messages that research suggests may be helpful in interventions. It is intended to complement national and local strategies on young people’s alcohol use and offending by presenting the messages from research in a practical format. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64080 

(manage) (Item) (View) (Stats) (Edit) (AddToBasket) 
Policy and Government Reports:
Health Profile of England 2008 
First published in 2006, the Health Profile of England provides a collation of national and regional data to provide a baseline against which people can compare data from their own Local Health Profile (LHP). The 2008 report updates tables showing regional comparisons and national trends for indicators presented in Local Health Profiles, as well as a wide ranging snapshot of public health and well-being in England and a section on international comparisons. The Health Profile of England is intended to be of use to public service professionals and officials within the local community - such as local councillors and primary care trust directors of public health - who are in a position to exert influence over the planning, commissioning, procurement and delivery of public health programmes. But the document will also be of interest to a much wider audience - anyone with an interest in the profile of health and health determinants in this country. The Health Profile of England illustrates progress in respect of a broad range of measures of health determinants and outcomes. It represents a component of the national public health information and intelligence strategy, drawing together a range of evidence to provide a convenient source of public health metrics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64003 

Next steps for early learning and childcare: Building on the 10-Year strategy 
This document updates and builds on the 10-Year Childcare Strategy (2004). It shows the progress that has been made since 2004, and sets out new steps to address the challenges ahead. Alongside the recent New Opportunities White Paper it sets out some firm proposals, and in other areas it identifies the case for action and the need to develop plans through discussion and consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64049 

The State of Social Care in England 2007-08 
Progress on personalised care is patchy. Despite improvements, most people still experience a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of care that is not geared towards their individual needs. So says our fourth annual report to Parliament on the state of social care. It gives a comprehensive overview of the social care sector in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64077 
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Reports:
National survey of third sector organisations 
The National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) will gather the views of the leaders of Third Sector Organisations in England including voluntary and community organisations, charities, and social enterprises. These organisations go by many names, and many also consider themselves to be community groups, co-operatives or mutuals, a club or society, or a non-profit organisation, housing association, faith group or trust. The survey is the largest ever of the third cector. It is funded by the Office of the Third Sector which sits at the centre of government, in the Cabinet Office, in recognition of the increasingly important role the third sector plays in both society and the economy. The survey has been commissioned so that, for the first time, all local authorities can be judged on their performance in creating an environment for a thriving third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64054 

Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales,1970-2006 [Health Statistics Quarterly 40] 
This article looks at the geographical trends in infant mortality from 1970 to 2006 in England and Wales and subnational levels. It investigates the relation between infant mortality and deprivation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64055 

Mortality statistics: Childhood, infant and perinatal 2006 
This annual reference volume presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths in England and Wales in 2006. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64056 

Preventing childhood deaths supplementary survey 2008 [Research in brief] 
Following completion of the DCSF study ‘Preventing Childhood Deaths’ (1) a follow up survey of LSCBs was carried out in January - March 2008 to determine progress in implementing the arrangements for rapid response and child death review immediately prior to the scheduled implementation date of April 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64057 

Customer voice research: Youth alcohol action plan [Research report] 
Survey to contribute to making the Youth Alcohol Action Plan (YAAP) a workable document for parents of children and young people under 18 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64058 

Media portrayal of young people 
Young NCB members have completed a research project on the portrayal of young people in the British media, and the impact negative media coverage has on their lives. The research arose out of concerns that young people are increasingly portrayed in a negative light in the media, with a heavy focus on the small minority involved in crime and antisocial behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64068 

Proposals for a Centre of Excellence for workforce strategy and planning 
In August 2008, the Department of Health asked The King’s Fund to lead a stakeholder engagement review on the proposal for a Centre of Excellence. This report reflects what was heard from stakeholders during the consultation and sets out a series of recommendations that aim to support effective implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64075 

Review of international evidence on the cost of disability 
Allowance programmes are a conceptually appealing way to help people with disabilities and their families pay for the goods and services that such individuals often need. This report examines how the international literature on the extra costs of disability could contribute to an assessment of the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA) programmes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64076 
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Resources:
Should NICE’s threshold range for cost per QALY be raised? No 
NICE has recently raised the threshold for end of life drugs. Adrian Towse (doi:10.1136/bmj.b181) argues it should consider doing the same for other treatments, but James Raftery believes that the threshold is already too high. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64007 

Children and young people bulletin - January 2009 
Monthly bulletin from the Local Government Association (LGA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64051 

Acceleration of the HPV vaccination catch-up campaign 
Further guidance on the acceleration of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up campaign was sent to PCT Immunisation Coordinators on 30 January. DH is encouraging PCTs to deliver the remainder of the catch-up programme earlier than originally planned. Link to Dear Colleague letter 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64093 

Safer births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety 
Safer Births is a service improvement programme run by The King’s Fund with national and local partners. It aims to improve the safety of maternity services by supporting frontline professionals. Safer Births is running regional interactive events in early 2009 for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. The events are designed to help maternity units reflect on current practice, challenges to improving safety and their local priorities. They offer the opportunity for professionals to develop local solutions as a team, share experiences and learn about a range of methods used in improvement work and patient safety. Safer Births will then work intensively with a number of maternity teams as part of an improvement network to be launched later in 2009. The network will use innovative methods to enable organisations to share learning, connecting maternity professionals involved in safety improvement work. Participating units will be encouraged to identify a focus for their improvement activity, pilot safety tools and approaches, evaluate their impact and share learning with others. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63998 
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Research:
Impact of alcohol consumption on young people: a systematic review of published reviews 
The aim of the study was to undertake a systematic review of the published review literature and summarise the evidence on the harms and benefits of alcohol consumption for children and young people. In this process the researchers assessed the quality of the evidence in this field and its relevance to a UK population. The study also identified gaps in the research which need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64062 

The effect of feeding experience on clinical outcomes in preterm infants 
The purpose of this analysis was to investigate the effect of oral feeding experience on clinical outcomes (time to full oral feedings and length of stay) in preterm infants. It concluded that experience at feeding may result in more rapid transition to full oral feedings regardless of severity of illness and may contribute to shorter length of stay. These positive clinical outcomes related to feeding experience warrant further research attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64081 

Impact of a district level sick newborn care unit on neonatal mortality rate: 2-year follow-up 
This study was to evaluate the impact of creating a sick newborn care unit (SNCU) in a district hospital on neonatal mortality rate (NMR). It concluded that a modern sick newborn care facility created in a district hospital can substantially reduce hospital neonatal deaths and NMR of the district. This model may be an effective tool to reduce NMR of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64082 

Antenatal peer support workers and initiation of breast feeding: cluster randomised controlled trial 
This study aims to assess the effectiveness of an antenatal service using community based breastfeeding peer support workers on initiation of breast feeding. It concluded that a universal service for initiation of breast feeding using peer support workers provided within antenatal clinics serving a multiethnic, deprived population was ineffective in increasing initiation rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64083 

Effectiveness of policy to provide breastfeeding groups (BIG) for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers in primary care: cluster randomised controlled trial 
The aim of the study was to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of a policy to provide breastfeeding groups for pregnant and breastfeeding women. It concluded that a policy for providing breastfeeding groups in relatively deprived areas of Scotland did not improve breastfeeding rates at 6-8 weeks. The costs of running groups would be similar to the costs of visiting women at home. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64088 
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Consultations:
Ending child poverty: making it happen 
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Launch Date: Wednesday 28 January 2009. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071 

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Launch Date: Thursday 29 January 2009. Closing Date: Thursday 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090 
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Events and Training:
Shaping PCT provider services – the future of primary and community services 
The NHS Next Stage Review has encouraged the separation of primary care trust (PCT) commissioning and provider functions. The review also encourages PCTs to support greater choice and contestability of provision within primary and community health services and greater service integration. This conference will explore the strategic challenges facing community health services and share the latest thinking on system reform. 
Location: London 
Start: Tuesday, 31st March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63996 

Meeting the challenges of practice-based commissioning 
This conference will examine the next stage in the evolution of practice-based commissioning, engaging general practitioners and primary care trusts to look at devolving budgets, accountability and the challenges of making this work in practice. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 19th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63997 

Positive relationships: early years conference 2009 
Positive Relationships is one of the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). This conference will help Child Carers to have a shared understanding of how to develop professional relationships based on trust, effective communication and positive interactions, which will enable them to achieve positive outcomes for children and families. The objectives of the conference are to inspire positive practice and enable delegates to evaluate and reflect on practice to ensure quality improvements 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 26th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64006 

World Social Work Day 2009 
17 March 2009 is World Social Work Day 2009. A day of major events is being planned to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of social work, identify the international context of social work practice and explore the varied and evolving role of social work in a changing world. The day will include a day conference for front-line social workers in London and a media pack to support local initiatives by councils and others. 
Location: International 
Start: Tuesday, 17th March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64092 Bottom of Form

All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 
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