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ChiMat Knowledge Update

30 January 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

ChiMat Data Atlas updates

New!  Breastfeeding prevalence rates at 6/8 weeks for Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 of 2008/9 have been added to the data atlas. This can be found in the breastfeeding data view in the pregancy and early years theme.
· GCE/VCE A/AS and equivalent examination results – the data are available at top level local authority.
· Child Health Profiles update – updated to include the latest data on children who have been bullied from the recently released tellus3 survey.
· Child well-being dataset – now available on the ChiMat data atlas. This presents data from the recently launched Local Index of Child-Wellbeing 2009, which represents the first attempt to create a small area index exclusively for children in England. The Index uses the methodology and approach applied to the Indices of Deprivation and has seven domains: material well-being; health; education; crime; housing; environment; children in Need. 
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
Join us at the ChiMat launch Conference 
Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: Conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health.
National Science Learning Centre, University of York, 26 February 2009 

The conference will include presentations from a range of influential strategic leaders and academic experts in the field of child and maternal health. There will be opportunity to meet and see demos from exhibitors including Centre for Excellence and Outcomes (C4EO); NHS Evidence; Commissioning Support Team; DCSF; DH; and others.
For a full programme and booking form see:

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF  
News
First stages of ContactPoint activation starts 
The first steps to activate the Government’s online directory of children’s services – ContactPoint – begins Monday 26 Jan. Two security vetted officials from local authorities all over England will begin the necessary training to start operating the system. In addition, training will start in 17 LA’s in the North West and two national voluntary sector partners – Barnardo’s & KIDS – where ContactPoint will be more intensively piloted. Frontline practitioners will start training and operating the system in these areas in the spring and across the country from the summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63995  

The picture of England's health 
The third national Health Profile of England is published and demonstrates improvements in critical areas of the nation's health. Death rates from cancer, heart disease and suicides continue to decline, whilst life expectancy is higher than ever and infant mortality at its lowest. This DH press release highlights key findings of the report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64000  

Alarm over security of children's database 
Parents, security experts and opposition parties have voiced alarm that 400,000 people are to be given access to a new national database containing details of all 11 million children living in England. ContactPoint, which has so far cost £224 million, will hold the name, address, date of birth, parents' details, GP and name of school of all English children aged under 18... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64004  

Practitioners and service user leaders join Social Work Taskforce: DCSF announces full membership of taskforce 
The DCSF and Department of Health have appointed directors of children's and adult services, along with service user leaders, practitioners, academics and staff representatives. There is even a place for The Sun's agony aunt, Deidre Saunders. The taskforce has been set up to examine how the quality of the profession, recruitment and retention can be improved, and is due to the report this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64008  

Childhood stress 'can damage immune system and long-term health' 
Suffering stressful experiences early in childhood can have long-lasting effects on health, a new study suggests. Teenagers who had suffered bereavement or spent time in care as children were more likely to have depleted immune systems, scientists found, than others who did not experience that kind of trauma at a young age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64010  

Children's minister: call on schools to promote out of hours activities 
Children’s Minister Beverley Hughes called on all schools and local authorities to do more to develop out of hours activities for children and young people, and make sure that all sections of their communities are aware of what’s on offer. Two reports on the Extended Services programme, published today (29 Jan 09), show that there have been significant achievements with many schools offering a good range of services, which are welcomed and valued by parents. However more needs to be done to ensure that every child in every community has access to good quality out of school activities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64048  

Nearly 50,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises have their say on public sector support 
Nearly 50,000 charity, social enterprise and voluntary organisations took part in the National Survey of Third Sector Organisation and first findings show that when local public sector bodies work with them, it can have a really positive effect on their success. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64053 

Five-point plan for alcohol-free childhood 
For the first time, young people and their parents will have clear medical guidance on alcohol consumption. The guidance, will be announced today (29 Jan 09) by Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, to be published for consultation. It will recommend that young people up to the age of 15 should avoid alcohol altogether. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64061  

Healthy Schools on NHS Choices website 
Healthy Schools has teamed up with NHS Choices to create a series of short films about the impact of the programme upon children and young people’s health. Five Healthy Schools from across the country were selected to feature on the NHS Choices website to highlight some of the creative ways in which schools and parents are encouraging children to eat healthily, get active and stop bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64065  

Update on disabled children's national indicator 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) announced a national indicator on disabled children's services (National Indicator 54 - NI 54). The indicator will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to 'core offer' standards. The government has published an updated briefing on the indicator and the timetable for its development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64066  

Information and advice services to face reforms 
The government is to overhaul information, advice and guidance for young people by introducing a universal entitlement to services, CYP Now has learnt. The entitlement will be outlined in a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills strategy, to be published in six weeks' time. The strategy will give local authorities a model of how guidance services for 11- to 19-year-olds should operate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64070  

Change4Life launches largest ever children's health survey 
The biggest health survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, launches today (30 Jan 2009). Millions of families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits - in return they will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64072  

Promoting the free entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) will be running another phase of advertising to promote the free early learning entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64073  

Department of Health welcomes the King's Fund report on new Centre of Excellence for workforce planning 
A new Centre of Excellence that will help local NHS organisations deliver better and more efficient workforce planning, was announced by the Department of Health today (30 Jan 09). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64074  

Learn from banking crisis and stamp out competition in the NHS, says BMA chairman 
The head of the BMA has called on the government to "end its obsession" with the market to avoid a crisis in the health service similar to that seen in the banking sector in the past few months. Hamish Meldrum, the chairman of the BMA, said the meltdown in the city should have "sent alarm bells ringing in the department of health," adding that "relying on the private sector to provide crucial public services is not the way forward." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64089  


Lasting effect of concussion 
Young people who get concussion can “show subtle signs of mental and physical problems” even 30 years later, reports BBC online. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64094  

Too many children at risk in secure estate, Anne Owers says 
The use of restraint on child prisoners remains high and is not always properly monitored, according to the chief inspector of prisons Anne Owers. Ower's annual report, published this week, said a quarter of all boys had reported being physically restrained at some point. In addition, more than a third of young adults said they had felt unsafe in their current establishment and just over a quarter said that they had been victimised by another prisoner or group of prisoners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64095   

Childhood in Britain 'ruined by lack of outdoor play and aggressive advertising' 
The two-year Good Childhood Inquiry is expected to warn that children have lost their freedom to play outside because of paranoia about the dangers they face and hostility from the general public. The independent inquiry into the state of childhood today – commissioned by The Children's Society and carried out by Lord Layard, the Labour peer, and Professor Judy Dunn, a child psychologist at the Institute of Psychiatry – has collected so much evidence that it is publishing it in a 240-page paperback book on Monday. It will include 30 "hard-hitting recommendations" for the Government on how childhood can be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64096  



Guides and Practice


Promoting physical activity for children and young people [NICE public health guidance] 
Promoting physical activity, active play and sport for pre-school and school-age children and young people in family, pre-school, school and community settings. This guidance is for all those who have a direct or indirect role in - and responsibility for - promoting physical activity for children and young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64050  

Tired of hanging around: Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people 
This study focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle and prevent anti-social behaviour. This study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64052  

Policy guidance and toolkits: World class commissioning of primary care and community services 
These documents are for commissioners and form part of a series of supporting guides to help primary care trusts become world class commissioners of primary care and community services. They have been co-produced by NHS East of England, NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC), and the Department of Health. Latest guides available: Primary care and community services: improving dental access, quality and oral health; Primary care and community services: improving GP services; Primary care 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64079  


Under the influence? Alcohol and offending 
This Handbook is for any professional who works with young people whose drinking is problematic and associated with offending behaviour. It will also be of interest to any professional working in health, social care or education who wishes to know more about the patterns of alcohol use in young people and practical messages that research suggests may be helpful in interventions. It is intended to complement national and local strategies on young people’s alcohol use and offending by presenting the messages from research in a practical format. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64080  

Outcomes compendium: helping you select the right tools for best mental health care practice in your field
The compendium provides information on available outcomes measures tools for use in mental health services. It provides an evidence based evaluation of existing measure to support informed choice. It is designed to support clinicians engaged in service delivery and development who wish to gauge clinical effectiveness and recovery in a balanced, culturally appropriate and ethical manner.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=63926 

Policy and Government Reports


Health Profile of England 2008 
First published in 2006, the Health Profile of England provides a collation of national and regional data to provide a baseline against which people can compare data from their own Local Health Profile (LHP). The 2008 report updates tables showing regional comparisons and national trends for indicators presented in Local Health Profiles, as well as a wide ranging snapshot of public health and well-being in England and a section on international comparisons. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64003   

Next steps for early learning and childcare: Building on the 10-Year strategy 
This document updates and builds on the 10-Year Childcare Strategy (2004). It shows the progress that has been made since 2004, and sets out new steps to address the challenges ahead. Alongside the recent New Opportunities White Paper it sets out some firm proposals, and in other areas it identifies the case for action and the need to develop plans through discussion and consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64049  

The State of Social Care in England 2007-08 
Progress on personalised care is patchy. Despite improvements, most people still experience a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of care that is not geared towards their individual needs. So says our fourth annual report to Parliament on the state of social care. It gives a comprehensive overview of the social care sector in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64077  


Reports

National survey of third sector organisations 
The National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) will gather the views of the leaders of Third Sector Organisations in England including voluntary and community organisations, charities, and social enterprises. These organisations go by many names, and many also consider themselves to be community groups, co-operatives or mutuals, a club or society, or a non-profit organisation, housing association, faith group or trust. The survey has been commissioned so that, for the first time, all local authorities can be judged on their performance in creating an environment for a thriving third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64054 

Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales,1970-2006 [Health Statistics Quarterly 40] 
This article looks at the geographical trends in infant mortality from 1970 to 2006 in England and Wales and subnational levels. It investigates the relation between infant mortality and deprivation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64055  

Mortality statistics: Childhood, infant and perinatal 2006 
This annual reference volume presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths in England and Wales in 2006. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64056  

Preventing childhood deaths supplementary survey 2008 [Research in brief] 
Following completion of the DCSF study ‘Preventing Childhood Deaths’ (1) a follow up survey of LSCBs was carried out in January - March 2008 to determine progress in implementing the arrangements for rapid response and child death review immediately prior to the scheduled implementation date of April 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64057  

Customer voice research: Youth alcohol action plan [Research report] 
Survey to contribute to making the Youth Alcohol Action Plan (YAAP) a workable document for parents of children and young people under 18 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64058  

Media portrayal of young people 
Young NCB members have completed a research project on the portrayal of young people in the British media, and the impact negative media coverage has on their lives. The research arose out of concerns that young people are increasingly portrayed in a negative light in the media, with a heavy focus on the small minority involved in crime and antisocial behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64068  

Proposals for a Centre of Excellence for workforce strategy and planning 
In August 2008, the Department of Health asked The King’s Fund to lead a stakeholder engagement review on the proposal for a Centre of Excellence. This report reflects what was heard from stakeholders during the consultation and sets out a series of recommendations that aim to support effective implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64075  

Review of international evidence on the cost of disability 
Allowance programmes are a conceptually appealing way to help people with disabilities and their families pay for the goods and services that such individuals often need. This report examines how the international literature on the extra costs of disability could contribute to an assessment of the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA) programmes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64076  

Getting to grips with substance misuse among young people: the data for 2007/08

Reliable statistics on young people under 18 who receive specialist support for drug and alcohol misuse have been scarce. To address this, the National Treatment Agency (NTA) started recording data in 2005/06. This report summarises the data for 2007/08, together with information about the different types of interventions and the context in which these young people misuse substances. This report dispels popular myths around young people’s drug and alcohol misuse and the treatment they receive. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=63923

Resources

Should NICE’s threshold range for cost per QALY be raised? No 
NICE has recently raised the threshold for end of life drugs. Adrian Towse (doi:10.1136/bmj.b181) argues it should consider doing the same for other treatments, but James Raftery believes that the threshold is already too high. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64007  

Children and young people bulletin - January 2009 
Monthly bulletin from the Local Government Association (LGA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64051  

Acceleration of the HPV vaccination catch-up campaign 
Further guidance on the acceleration of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up campaign was sent to PCT Immunisation Coordinators on 30 January. DH is encouraging PCTs to deliver the remainder of the catch-up programme earlier than originally planned. Link to Dear Colleague letter 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64093  

Safer births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety 
Safer Births is a service improvement programme run by The King’s Fund with national and local partners. It aims to improve the safety of maternity services by supporting frontline professionals. Safer Births is running regional interactive events in early 2009 for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63998  

 
Research


Impact of alcohol consumption on young people: a systematic review of published reviews 
The aim of the study was to undertake a systematic review of the published review literature and summarise the evidence on the harms and benefits of alcohol consumption for children and young people. In this process the researchers assessed the quality of the evidence in this field and its relevance to a UK population. The study also identified gaps in the research which need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64062  

The effect of feeding experience on clinical outcomes in preterm infants 
The purpose of this analysis was to investigate the effect of oral feeding experience on clinical outcomes (time to full oral feedings and length of stay) in preterm infants. It concluded that experience at feeding may result in more rapid transition to full oral feedings regardless of severity of illness and may contribute to shorter length of stay. These positive clinical outcomes related to feeding experience warrant further research attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64081  

Impact of a district level sick newborn care unit on neonatal mortality rate: 2-year follow-up 
This study was to evaluate the impact of creating a sick newborn care unit (SNCU) in a district hospital on neonatal mortality rate (NMR). It concluded that a modern sick newborn care facility created in a district hospital can substantially reduce hospital neonatal deaths and NMR of the district. This model may be an effective tool to reduce NMR of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64082  


Antenatal peer support workers and initiation of breast feeding: cluster randomised controlled trial 
This study aims to assess the effectiveness of an antenatal service using community based breastfeeding peer support workers on initiation of breast feeding. It concluded that a universal service for initiation of breast feeding using peer support workers provided within antenatal clinics serving a multiethnic, deprived population was ineffective in increasing initiation rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64083  

Effectiveness of policy to provide breastfeeding groups (BIG) for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers in primary care: cluster randomised controlled trial 
The aim of the study was to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of a policy to provide breastfeeding groups for pregnant and breastfeeding women. It concluded that a policy for providing breastfeeding groups in relatively deprived areas of Scotland did not improve breastfeeding rates at 6-8 weeks. The costs of running groups would be similar to the costs of visiting women at home. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64088  



Consultations

Ending child poverty: making it happen: consultation
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071  

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: Thursday 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  

Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet? 
The Scottish Government has published its draft response to the Concluding Observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child - Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet?. Deadline for comments is 2 March 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63393  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance for local authorities on supporting children and young people who go missing from home or care. The guidance serves to safeguard all runaways and to redress the imbalance that currently exists between services offered to runaways from the looked-after population and those who run from home. 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
This consultation seeks views on four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. Deadline date: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  


Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
You are invited to consult on the draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Psychological Therapies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on When to suspect child maltreatment is being developed by NICE for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations. 
Consultation dates: 16 December 2008 – 10 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62606  

Consultation on Statutory Guidance: The roles and responsibilities of the lead member for children's services and the director of children's services

This consultation seeks views on updated statutory guidance that explains the roles of the lead member and director of children's services and how working together as a team, they can be most effective in driving clear improvements in outcomes for children and young people. Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61020
Consultation on the Implementation in England of the EU School Milk Scheme

This consultation seeks views on the range of milk products offered under the EU School Milk Scheme and the future of the national top-up. Deadline: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61021
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Consultation

This consultation seeks views on changes to the code of practice, revised consent forms and presentation of clinic data for human fertilisation and embryology procedures.

Deadline date:  18 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61060

Events and Training

Shaping PCT provider services – the future of primary and community services 
London 31 March 2009

The NHS Next Stage Review has encouraged the separation of primary care trust (PCT) commissioning and provider functions. The review also encourages PCTs to support greater choice and contestability of provision within primary and community health services and greater service integration. This conference will explore the strategic challenges facing community health services and share the latest thinking on system reform. 
Location: London 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63996  

Meeting the challenges of practice-based commissioning 
London, 19 February 2009

This conference will examine the next stage in the evolution of practice-based commissioning, engaging general practitioners and primary care trusts to look at devolving budgets, accountability and the challenges of making this work in practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63997  

Positive relationships: early years conference 2009 
London, 26 February 2009

Positive Relationships is one of the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). This conference will help Child Carers to have a shared understanding of how to develop professional relationships based on trust, effective communication and positive interactions, which will enable them to achieve positive outcomes for children and families. The objectives of the conference are to inspire positive practice and enable delegates to evaluate and reflect on practice to ensure quality improvements 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64006  

World Social Work Day 2009 

17 March 2009 is World Social Work Day 2009. A day of major events is being planned to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of social work, identify the international context of social work practice and explore the varied and evolving role of social work in a changing world. The day will include a day conference for front-line social workers in London and a media pack to support local initiatives by councils and others. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64092 
News:
First stages of ContactPoint activation starts 
The first steps to activate the Government’s online directory of children’s services – ContactPoint- will begin today (Monday 26). Starting today, two security vetted officials from local authorities all over England will begin the necessary training to start operating the system. In addition, training will start in 17 LA’s in the North West and two national voluntary sector partners – Barnardo’s & KIDS – where ContactPoint will be more intensively piloted. Frontline practitioners will start training and operating the system in these areas in the spring and across the country from the summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63995 

The picture of England's health 
The third national Health Profile of England is published today and demonstrates improvements in critical areas of the nation's health. Death rates from cancer, heart disease and suicides continue to decline, whilst life expectancy is higher than ever and infant mortality at its lowest. This DH press release highlights key findings of the report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64000 

Alarm over security of children's database 
Parents, security experts and opposition parties have voiced alarm that 400,000 people are to be given access to a new national database containing details of all 11 million children living in England. ContactPoint, which has so far cost £224 million, will hold the name, address, date of birth, parents' details, GP and name of school of all English children aged under 18... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64004 

Practitioners and service user leaders join Social Work Taskforce: DCSF announces full membership of taskforce 
The DCSF and Department of Health have appointed directors of children's and adult services, along with service user leaders, practitioners, academics and staff representatives. There is even a place for The Sun's agony aunt, Deidre Saunders. The taskforce has been set up to examine how the quality of the profession, recruitment and retention can be improved, and is due to the report this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64008 

Childhood stress 'can damage immune system and long-term health' 
Suffering stressful experiences early in childhood can have long-lasting effects on health, a new study suggests. Teenagers who had suffered bereavement or spent time in care as children were more likely to have depleted immune systems, scientists found, than others who did not experience that kind of trauma at a young age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64010 

Children's minister: call on schools to promote out of hours activities 
Children’s Minister Beverley Hughes called on all schools and local authorities to do more to develop out of hours activities for children and young people, and make sure that all sections of their communities are aware of what’s on offer. Two reports on the Extended Services programme, published today (29 Jan 09), show that there have been significant achievements with many schools offering a good range of services, which are welcomed and valued by parents. However more needs to be done to ensure that every child in every community has access to good quality out of school activities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64048 

Nearly 50,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises have their say on public sector support 
Nearly 50,000 charity, social enterprise and voluntary organisations took part in the National Survey of Third Sector Organisation and first findings show that when local public sector bodies work with them, it can have a really positive effect on their success. First results show that 58% of those who had direct dealings with local government bodies said that they had a positive or very positive effect on their success. However, over half of all respondents (51%) said they felt public sector bodies had no overall influence on their success, meaning public sector bodies have more to do to improve their contact and support to their local third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64053 

Five-point plan for alcohol-free childhood 
For the first time, young people and their parents will have clear medical guidance on alcohol consumption. The guidance, will be announced today (29 Jan 09) by Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, to be published for consultation. It will recommend that young people up to the age of 15 should avoid alcohol altogether. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64061 

Healthy Schools on NHS Choices website 
Healthy Schools has teamed up with NHS Choices to create a series of short films about the impact of the programme upon children and young people’s health. Five Healthy Schools from across the country were selected to feature on the NHS Choices website to highlight some of the creative ways in which schools and parents are encouraging children to eat healthily, get active and stop bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64065 

Update on disabled children's national indicator 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) announced a national indicator on disabled children's services (National Indicator 54 - NI 54). The indicator will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to 'core offer' standards. The government has published an updated briefing on the indicator and the timetable for its development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64066 

Information and advice services to face reforms 
The government is to overhaul information, advice and guidance for young people by introducing a universal entitlement to services, CYP Now has learnt. The entitlement will be outlined in a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills strategy, to be published in six weeks' time. The strategy will give local authorities a model of how guidance services for 11- to 19-year-olds should operate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64070 

Change4Life launches largest ever children's health survey 
The biggest health survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, launches today (30 Jan 2009). Millions of families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits - in return they will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64072 

Promoting the free entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) will be running another phase of advertising to promote the free early learning entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64073 

Department of Health welcomes the King's Fund report on new Centre of Excellence for workforce planning 
A new Centre of Excellence that will help local NHS organisations deliver better and more efficient workforce planning, was announced by the Department of Health today (30 Jan 09). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64074 

Learn from banking crisis and stamp out competition in the NHS, says BMA chairman 
The head of the BMA has called on the government to "end its obsession" with the market to avoid a crisis in the health service similar to that seen in the banking sector in the past few months. Hamish Meldrum, the chairman of the BMA, said the meltdown in the city should have "sent alarm bells ringing in the department of health," adding that "relying on the private sector to provide crucial public services is not the way forward." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64089 

Lasting effect of concussion 
Young people who get concussion can “show subtle signs of mental and physical problems” even 30 years later, reports BBC online. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64094 

Too many children at risk in secure estate, Anne Owers says 
The use of restraint on child prisoners remains high and is not always properly monitored, according to the chief inspector of prisons Anne Owers. Ower's annual report, published this week, said a quarter of all boys had reported being physically restrained at some point. In addition, more than a third of young adults said they had felt unsafe in their current establishment and just over a quarter said that they had been victimised by another prisoner or group of prisoners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64095 

Childhood in Britain 'ruined by lack of outdoor play and aggressive advertising' 
The two-year Good Childhood Inquiry is expected to warn that children have lost their freedom to play outside because of paranoia about the dangers they face and hostility from the general public. The independent inquiry into the state of childhood today – commissioned by The Children's Society and carried out by Lord Layard, the Labour peer, and Professor Judy Dunn, a child psychologist at the Institute of Psychiatry – has collected so much evidence that it is publishing it in a 240-page paperback book on Monday. It will include 30 "hard-hitting recommendations" for the Government on how childhood can be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64096 
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Guides and Practice:
Promoting physical activity for children and young people [NICE public health guidance] 
Promoting physical activity, active play and sport for pre-school and school-age children and young people in family, pre-school, school and community settings. This guidance is for all those who have a direct or indirect role in - and responsibility for - promoting physical activity for children and young people. This includes those working in the NHS, education, local authorities and the wider public, private, voluntary and community sectors. It will also be of interest to parents, grandparents and other carers (including professional carers), children and young people and other members of the public. It includes recommendations for schools, but does not make recommendations for the national curriculum. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64050 

Tired of hanging around: Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people 
This study focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle and prevent anti-social behaviour. This study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64052 

Policy guidance and toolkits: World class commissioning of primary care and community services 
These documents are for commissioners and form part of a series of supporting guides to help primary care trusts become world class commissioners of primary care and community services. They have been co-produced by NHS East of England, NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC), and the Department of Health. Latest guides available: Primary care and community services: improving dental access, quality and oral health; Primary care and community services: improving GP services; Primary care 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64079 

Under the influence? Alcohol and offending 
This Handbook is for any professional who works with young people whose drinking is problematic and associated with offending behaviour. It will also be of interest to any professional working in health, social care or education who wishes to know more about the patterns of alcohol use in young people and practical messages that research suggests may be helpful in interventions. It is intended to complement national and local strategies on young people’s alcohol use and offending by presenting the messages from research in a practical format. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64080 
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Policy and Government Reports:
Health Profile of England 2008 
First published in 2006, the Health Profile of England provides a collation of national and regional data to provide a baseline against which people can compare data from their own Local Health Profile (LHP). The 2008 report updates tables showing regional comparisons and national trends for indicators presented in Local Health Profiles, as well as a wide ranging snapshot of public health and well-being in England and a section on international comparisons. The Health Profile of England is intended to be of use to public service professionals and officials within the local community - such as local councillors and primary care trust directors of public health - who are in a position to exert influence over the planning, commissioning, procurement and delivery of public health programmes. But the document will also be of interest to a much wider audience - anyone with an interest in the profile of health and health determinants in this country. The Health Profile of England illustrates progress in respect of a broad range of measures of health determinants and outcomes. It represents a component of the national public health information and intelligence strategy, drawing together a range of evidence to provide a convenient source of public health metrics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64003 

Next steps for early learning and childcare: Building on the 10-Year strategy 
This document updates and builds on the 10-Year Childcare Strategy (2004). It shows the progress that has been made since 2004, and sets out new steps to address the challenges ahead. Alongside the recent New Opportunities White Paper it sets out some firm proposals, and in other areas it identifies the case for action and the need to develop plans through discussion and consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64049 

The State of Social Care in England 2007-08 
Progress on personalised care is patchy. Despite improvements, most people still experience a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of care that is not geared towards their individual needs. So says our fourth annual report to Parliament on the state of social care. It gives a comprehensive overview of the social care sector in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64077 
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Reports:
National survey of third sector organisations 
The National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) will gather the views of the leaders of Third Sector Organisations in England including voluntary and community organisations, charities, and social enterprises. These organisations go by many names, and many also consider themselves to be community groups, co-operatives or mutuals, a club or society, or a non-profit organisation, housing association, faith group or trust. The survey is the largest ever of the third cector. It is funded by the Office of the Third Sector which sits at the centre of government, in the Cabinet Office, in recognition of the increasingly important role the third sector plays in both society and the economy. The survey has been commissioned so that, for the first time, all local authorities can be judged on their performance in creating an environment for a thriving third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64054 

Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales,1970-2006 [Health Statistics Quarterly 40] 
This article looks at the geographical trends in infant mortality from 1970 to 2006 in England and Wales and subnational levels. It investigates the relation between infant mortality and deprivation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64055 

Mortality statistics: Childhood, infant and perinatal 2006 
This annual reference volume presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths in England and Wales in 2006. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64056 

Preventing childhood deaths supplementary survey 2008 [Research in brief] 
Following completion of the DCSF study ‘Preventing Childhood Deaths’ (1) a follow up survey of LSCBs was carried out in January - March 2008 to determine progress in implementing the arrangements for rapid response and child death review immediately prior to the scheduled implementation date of April 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64057 

Customer voice research: Youth alcohol action plan [Research report] 
Survey to contribute to making the Youth Alcohol Action Plan (YAAP) a workable document for parents of children and young people under 18 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64058 

Media portrayal of young people 
Young NCB members have completed a research project on the portrayal of young people in the British media, and the impact negative media coverage has on their lives. The research arose out of concerns that young people are increasingly portrayed in a negative light in the media, with a heavy focus on the small minority involved in crime and antisocial behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64068 

Proposals for a Centre of Excellence for workforce strategy and planning 
In August 2008, the Department of Health asked The King’s Fund to lead a stakeholder engagement review on the proposal for a Centre of Excellence. This report reflects what was heard from stakeholders during the consultation and sets out a series of recommendations that aim to support effective implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64075 

Review of international evidence on the cost of disability 
Allowance programmes are a conceptually appealing way to help people with disabilities and their families pay for the goods and services that such individuals often need. This report examines how the international literature on the extra costs of disability could contribute to an assessment of the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA) programmes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64076 
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Resources:
Should NICE’s threshold range for cost per QALY be raised? No 
NICE has recently raised the threshold for end of life drugs. Adrian Towse (doi:10.1136/bmj.b181) argues it should consider doing the same for other treatments, but James Raftery believes that the threshold is already too high. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64007 

Children and young people bulletin - January 2009 
Monthly bulletin from the Local Government Association (LGA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64051 

Acceleration of the HPV vaccination catch-up campaign 
Further guidance on the acceleration of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up campaign was sent to PCT Immunisation Coordinators on 30 January. DH is encouraging PCTs to deliver the remainder of the catch-up programme earlier than originally planned. Link to Dear Colleague letter 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64093 

Safer births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety 
Safer Births is a service improvement programme run by The King’s Fund with national and local partners. It aims to improve the safety of maternity services by supporting frontline professionals. Safer Births is running regional interactive events in early 2009 for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. The events are designed to help maternity units reflect on current practice, challenges to improving safety and their local priorities. They offer the opportunity for professionals to develop local solutions as a team, share experiences and learn about a range of methods used in improvement work and patient safety. Safer Births will then work intensively with a number of maternity teams as part of an improvement network to be launched later in 2009. The network will use innovative methods to enable organisations to share learning, connecting maternity professionals involved in safety improvement work. Participating units will be encouraged to identify a focus for their improvement activity, pilot safety tools and approaches, evaluate their impact and share learning with others. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63998 
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Research:
Impact of alcohol consumption on young people: a systematic review of published reviews 
The aim of the study was to undertake a systematic review of the published review literature and summarise the evidence on the harms and benefits of alcohol consumption for children and young people. In this process the researchers assessed the quality of the evidence in this field and its relevance to a UK population. The study also identified gaps in the research which need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64062 

The effect of feeding experience on clinical outcomes in preterm infants 
The purpose of this analysis was to investigate the effect of oral feeding experience on clinical outcomes (time to full oral feedings and length of stay) in preterm infants. It concluded that experience at feeding may result in more rapid transition to full oral feedings regardless of severity of illness and may contribute to shorter length of stay. These positive clinical outcomes related to feeding experience warrant further research attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64081 

Impact of a district level sick newborn care unit on neonatal mortality rate: 2-year follow-up 
This study was to evaluate the impact of creating a sick newborn care unit (SNCU) in a district hospital on neonatal mortality rate (NMR). It concluded that a modern sick newborn care facility created in a district hospital can substantially reduce hospital neonatal deaths and NMR of the district. This model may be an effective tool to reduce NMR of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64082 

Antenatal peer support workers and initiation of breast feeding: cluster randomised controlled trial 
This study aims to assess the effectiveness of an antenatal service using community based breastfeeding peer support workers on initiation of breast feeding. It concluded that a universal service for initiation of breast feeding using peer support workers provided within antenatal clinics serving a multiethnic, deprived population was ineffective in increasing initiation rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64083 

Effectiveness of policy to provide breastfeeding groups (BIG) for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers in primary care: cluster randomised controlled trial 
The aim of the study was to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of a policy to provide breastfeeding groups for pregnant and breastfeeding women. It concluded that a policy for providing breastfeeding groups in relatively deprived areas of Scotland did not improve breastfeeding rates at 6-8 weeks. The costs of running groups would be similar to the costs of visiting women at home. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64088 
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Consultations:
Ending child poverty: making it happen 
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Launch Date: Wednesday 28 January 2009. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071 

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Launch Date: Thursday 29 January 2009. Closing Date: Thursday 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090 
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Events and Training:
Shaping PCT provider services – the future of primary and community services 
The NHS Next Stage Review has encouraged the separation of primary care trust (PCT) commissioning and provider functions. The review also encourages PCTs to support greater choice and contestability of provision within primary and community health services and greater service integration. This conference will explore the strategic challenges facing community health services and share the latest thinking on system reform. 
Location: London 
Start: Tuesday, 31st March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63996 

Meeting the challenges of practice-based commissioning 
This conference will examine the next stage in the evolution of practice-based commissioning, engaging general practitioners and primary care trusts to look at devolving budgets, accountability and the challenges of making this work in practice. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 19th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63997 

Positive relationships: early years conference 2009 
Positive Relationships is one of the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). This conference will help Child Carers to have a shared understanding of how to develop professional relationships based on trust, effective communication and positive interactions, which will enable them to achieve positive outcomes for children and families. The objectives of the conference are to inspire positive practice and enable delegates to evaluate and reflect on practice to ensure quality improvements 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 26th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64006 

World Social Work Day 2009 
17 March 2009 is World Social Work Day 2009. A day of major events is being planned to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of social work, identify the international context of social work practice and explore the varied and evolving role of social work in a changing world. The day will include a day conference for front-line social workers in London and a media pack to support local initiatives by councils and others. 
Location: International 
Start: Tuesday, 17th March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64092 Bottom of Form

All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 
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