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ChiMat Knowledge Update

13 July 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

Updates to ChiMat Data Atlas 
· New!  Provision for children under 5 data
Data on free early education places for children aged under 5 has been added to the atlas. This data are available by age (3 and 4 year olds) and by type of school. The data can be found under the pregnancy and early years themes and is at Top level local authority level.
· Gastroenteritis hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for gastroenteritis for children under the age of 5 has been added to the atlas.
This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

· Asthma hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for asthma for children under the age of 16 has been added to the atlas.This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

· Looked after children outcomes data has been added to the ChiMat Data Atlas. This data is under the school aged children theme and is available at top level Local Authority geography and includes:
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.
Intervention announced in Milton Keynes to improve Children’s Services 
Children’s Secretary Ed Balls has announced he will intervene in Milton Keynes Children’s Services to achieve a rapid improvement in services. He has directed that an Improvement Board is set up by 31 July 2009 and an Improvement Plan be put in place by 30 September 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72191  

DH: Requirements to Support Research in the NHS 
This letter from Director General of Research and Development Professor Dame Sally C Davies and Director General of NHS Finance, Performance and Operation David Flory draws attention to recent policy statements and operational requirements regarding research in the NHS. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72211  

Audit Commission: Final adjustments made to CAA before December launch 
Following the final round of consultation with local public services before CAA reports to the public for the very first time in December, local partnerships will have up to ten days to ask for a review of their area assessments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72261  

BBC: Mother wins money back in NHS row 
A woman will get £31,000 back after spending the money to save her daughter's life while the NHS argued over funding. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72264  

Community Care: Eleven Jersey child abuse cases dropped 
Eleven cases related to allegations of historic child abuse in Jersey have been dropped, police have confirmed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72265  

Community Care: Balls announces £5m for children's communcication services 
Children's secretary Ed Balls and care services minister Phil Hope today announced a £5m package of measures to improve services for children with communication problems 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72267  

HSJ: Measles outbreak sparks vaccination appeal 
The worst outbreak of measles in the North East for 20 years has prompted urgent appeals to parents to have their children vaccinated as soon as possible. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72268  

CYPN: Youth project may have increased teenage pregnancies 
A government-backed pilot scheme to reduce teenage pregnancies may have actually increased them, it has been claimed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72269  

UNICEF and partners showcase child and maternal health innovations 
United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon visited the 2009 Innovation Fair held at the UN Palais des Nations in Geneva yesterday. The fair is part of the High-Level Segment of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), which is meeting here this week with a focus on global health. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72270  

CYPN: CYP Now Awards entry deadline extended 
The deadline to enter the 2009 CYP Now Awards has been extended by three weeks, to 31 July. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72271  

Electronic Youth Policy Update eYPU Issue 260 
This issue includes details of new reports from the DCSF on the Youth Taskforce and Targeted Youth Support arrangements. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72283  

HSJ: Cost of regulation merger reaches into millions 
Health regulators have spent millions on failing IT systems, empty offices and redundancy payments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72284  

HSJ: Call for ambitious mental health targets 
Public services such as the NHS, schools and transport should be set targets to reduce the financial burden of mental illness, according to mental health leaders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72285  

CYPN: Councils could avoid SEN duties 
The government is in talks with the Special Educational Consortium over a contentious clause in the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72286  

CYPN: Teachers need training to spot signs of mental illness 
Teachers and other public sector workers should be trained in spotting early signs of mental ill health in children, a coalition of health groups has said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72287  

Community Care: Adass, LGA and charities lay out vision for mental health 
The government’s forthcoming mental health strategy should commit to outlawing discrimination, providing key public sector workers with mental health training and setting a high-level target for improving outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72288  

DH: New help to tackle children’s communication problems 
A £5million package of measures is being rolled out to help improve services for children and young people with communication problems. A new Communication Champion is also being recruited to raise the profile of these issues, Children’s Secretary, Ed Balls and Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced today (9 July). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72306  

CYPN: Early years sector needs thousands more professionals 
The government requires 20,000 more graduates to join the early years sector if it is to meet its target of having an early years professional (EYP) in every nursery and children's centre by 2015. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72332  

DCSF: First ever national statistics to measure school food take-up 
Schools Minister, Diana Johnson, today welcomed new figures showing millions of children are now eating healthier school lunches. These new figures, published by the School Food Trust, give for the first time a comprehensive picture of school meal take-up across the country. Following a new requirement, announced earlier this year for all local authorities to report take-up of school meals, LAs must now report all school meal take up, including school meal services that are contracted out. Figures from this year will now be comparable across the country and in future years to help gain a true picture of the number of pupils eating a healthy meal at school. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72333  

BBC: 'Lower' Asian obesity threshold 
The threshold for being overweight and obese should be lowered for British Asians, experts say. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72344  

NCT: Mothers' Worries about Breastfeeding in Public 
New Mother and Baby Survey Carried out in conjunction with NCT Reveals that Mums Fear Public Reaction It's natural, it's healthy and it’s the ultimate in bonding, but most British women still feel uncomfortable breastfeeding in public. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72345  

Ofsted: Effective integration of Sure Start services has positive impact on children, parents and the community 
Effective integration of services, a positive ethos and a 'can do' approach by professionals at Sure Start children’s centres are providing invaluable support for children, their families and the local community, according to Ofsted’s latest report, The impact of integrated services on children and their families in Sure Start children’s centres, published (10 July) today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72378  


Guides and Practice

Multi-agency practice guidelines: Handling cases of forced marriage 
The Forced Marriage Unit has published a revised set of multi-agency practice guidelines for frontline professionals (such as teachers, police officers, social and health care professionals, housing officers) to help them to work more closely together and to better identify and protect children and adults at risk of forced marriage. The revised guidelines replace the existing individual guidelines which were tailored for specific professionals and now brings these together into one single document. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72190  

'How to' guide: moving on to adult care services - young people with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions 
Produced by ACT, this guide outlines the key issues for young people with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions. It sets out what the main barriers are, an overview of good practice and a range of practical ideas and resources. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72212  

Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN) Action 
This page gives information on a range of initiatives across Government to improve services for children and young people with speech, language and communication needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72260  

Barnardos VOICE – Yorkshire (case study) 
Barnardos VOICE – Yorkshire: young people wrote a recruitment and selection pack for adults on how to involve children and young people in the recruitment and selection process. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72263  

Support for parents: how supervision and supervisors of midwives can help you 
Supervisors of midwives support and guide midwives, but can also provide help and advice for parents and women - find out more in this new booklet. If you have any problems or concerns about the care you are receiving from your midwife, their supervisor of midwives can help you and follow up any complaint you may have. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72294  

Contact a Local Supervising Authority Midwifery Officer 
Contact details for the Local Supervising Authority Midwifery Officers across the UK, who can help you contact a supervisor of midwives in your area. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72296  

Clamping of the umbilical cord and placental transfusion 
Scientific Advisory Committee Opinion Paper 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72299  

Noninvasive prenantal diagnosis using cell-free DNA in maternal blood 
Scientific Advisory Committee Opinion Paper 15 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72300  


Policy and Government Reports

Multi-agency practice guidelines: Handling cases of forced marriage 
The Forced Marriage Unit has published a revised set of multi-agency practice guidelines for frontline professionals (such as teachers, police officers, social and health care professionals, housing officers) to help them to work more closely together and to better identify and protect children and adults at risk of forced marriage. The revised guidelines replace the existing individual guidelines which were tailored for specific professionals and now brings these together into one single document. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72190  

Association of Directors of Children's Services (ADCS) Annual Conference: Speech by Ed Balls 
This is a transcript of the speech by Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls on 9 July 2009. He talks about the difficulties of child protection. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72377  


Reports

Attending physician work hours: Ethical considerations and the last doctor standing 
Based at least in part on concerns for patient safety and evidence that long shifts are associated with an increased risk of physician error, residents' and fellows' work hours have been strictly limited for the past several years. Little attention has been paid, however, to excessive attending physician shift duration.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72210  

BMJ review: Cow’s milk allergy in children 
The British Medical Journal has featured a review on cow’s milk allergy in infants and children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72293  

The persistent and protean connections between poverty, social inequality, and child well-being [Editorial] 
[From article] Poverty is bad for children. This unassailable reality is hardly a news flash: beginning in the early 1800s with the studies by Louis-René Villermé in France and William Farr in England, investigations have firmly established the strong connection between poverty and the overall population mortality rate and, more dramatically, infant mortality rates. New evidence accumulated during the past several decades has refined our understanding, showing not only the association between an individual child's absolute or relative exposure to poverty and a greater risk of myriad diseases and conditions but also a similar association between ill health and the degree of nonuniform distribution of income across an entire population or society. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72372  

The impact of integrated services on children and their families in Sure Start children’s centres 
This report evaluates the impact of integrated services on children, parents and families in 20 children’s centres. The effective integration of services is having a positive impact in terms of support for children and parents in over half of the centres visited. Three centres were judged as making an outstanding difference. Challenges remain with onward links with primary schools, in reaching the most vulnerable families and in developing data on outcomes for parents and children. The least effective partnership working seen was between the children’s centres and Jobcentre Plus. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72373  

Ofsted’s inspection of Cafcass: Far South West service area. 
Cafcass Far South West service area provides services to children and families in Cornwall, Devon and Somerset 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72374  

Not having it all: How motherhood reduces women's pay and employment prospects 
A report looking at the impact of motherhood on women's pay and employment prospects, drawing together the most recent data from academic and government sources.The report calls for new policy responses to reduce the impact of motherhood on a woman’s earnings. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72379  

Research

Decline and Change in Seasonality of US Rotavirus Activity After the Introduction of Rotavirus Vaccine 
Background In 2006, routine immunization of US infants against rotavirus was initiated. We assessed national, regional, and local trends in rotavirus testing and detection before and after vaccine introduction. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72208   

Association of Family History of Autoimmune Diseases and Autism Spectrum Disorders 
Objectives Recent studies suggest that familial autoimmunity plays a part in the pathogenesis of ASDs. In this study we investigated the association between family history of autoimmune diseases (ADs) and ASDs/infantile autism. We perform confirmatory analyses based on results from previous studies, as well as various explorative analyses. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72209  

Adolescents’ impressions of antismoking media literacy education: qualitative results from a randomized controlled trial 
Although media literacy represents an innovative venue for school-based antismoking programming, studies have not systematically compared student impressions of these and traditional programs.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72213  

Health behavior interests of adolescents with unhealthy diet and exercise: implications for weight management 
This study sought to determine individual factors that may influence adolescents’ interests in various health behaviors and, by extension, their potential interest in programs that promote healthy lifestyles and reduce obesity..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72214  

The influence of tobacco marketing on adolescent smoking intentions via normative beliefs 
Using cross-sectional data from three waves of the Youth Tobacco Policy Study, which examines the impact of the UK's Tobacco Advertising and Promotion Act (TAPA) on adolescent smoking behaviour, we examined normative pathways between tobacco marketing awareness and smoking intentions..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72215  

Effect of reduced-dose schedules of pneumococcal vaccine on nasopharyngeal pneumococcal carriage in children 
This randomised controlled study evaluated the effects of a 2-dose and a 2 + 1-dose schedule of 7-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV-7) on nasopharyngeal pneumococcal carriage of Streptococcus pneumoniae in young children compared with controls. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72266  

Neighborhood Income and Health Outcomes in Infants: How Do Those With Complex Chronic Conditions Fare? 
Objective To quantify the effect of socioeconomic status (SES) on health outcomes during the first year after newborn discharge among infants with complex chronic conditions (CCCs) insured through a universal health plan. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72289  

Project ALERT: A Cluster Randomized Trial 
Objective To evaluate the effects of Project ALERT on adolescents' lifetime and 30-day use of cigarettes, alcohol, marijuana, and inhalants. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72290  

Depression, Sexually Transmitted Infection, and Sexual Risk Behavior Among Young Adults in the United States 
Objective To measure associations among depression, sexual risk behaviors, and sexually transmitted infection (STI) among white and black youth in the United States. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72291   
 
Until the Last Breath: Exploring the Concept of Hope for Parents and Health Care Professionals During a Child's Serious Illness 
Objective To investigate the concept of hope for families and pediatric health care professionals during a child's serious illness. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72292  

Health outcomes of youth development programme in England: prospective matched comparison study 
The objective of this study was to evaluate the effectiveness of youth development in reducing teenage pregnancy, substance use, and other outcomes. It concluded that no evidence was found that the intervention was effective in delaying heterosexual experience or reducing pregnancies, drunkenness, or cannabis use. Some results suggested an adverse effect. Although methodological limitations may at least partly explain these findings, any further implementation of such interventions in the UK should be only within randomised trials. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72307  


Consultations

NICE: Preventing unintentional road injuries among under 15s: road design - evidence consultation 
All registered stakeholders are now invited to comment on the evidence that has been assembled to inform the development of this guidance. This evidence will be used by the Public Health Interventions Advisory Committee (PHIAC) to develop draft recommendations. The evidence comprises a review of effectiveness and cost effectiveness, a review of qualitative evidence and an economic analysis.The consultation on this evidence will run from 30th June to 28th July 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72297  

RCOG: Draft SAC Opinion Paper for Peer Review - Diet in pregnancy 
The RCOG consults both professionals and users of O & G services on draft publications. They are currently seeking comments on the following draft document. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72298  

DCSF: Review of the Children, Young People and Families Grant Programme: Consultation 
This consultation seeks the views of the third sector and any other interested parties on the future approach and shape of the children, young people and families grant programme. Deadline date: 5 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71933 
Sexual health and well-being for Wales 2009 – 2014 
The Welsh Assembly Government is consulting on the draft sexual health and well-being for Wales 2009 – 2014 working paper. Consultation ends: 05/10/09 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=71550  


Promoting the Health and Well-being of Looked After Children: Revised statutory guidance - Consultation 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance to authorities, primary care trusts and strategic health authorities on the exercise of their functions in relation to co-operation to promote the well-being of children and young people and the making of arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Deadline date: 3 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69798  


Consultation on Handling Allegations of Abuse Made Against Adults Who Work with Children and Young People 
This consultation seeks views on draft guidance that sets out the statutory framework and underlying principles of handling allegations of abuse for those involved in dealing with allegations. It covers practical issues surrounding exercising professional judgement along with information sharing and record keeping. Deadline date: 7 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69906  

Events and Training
Child health conference: Implementing healthy lives, brighter futures 
London, 17 September 2009
Capita's 2nd National Child Health Conference brings together expert speakers to provide the most up-to-date policy and practical guidance on how to implement and realise the Government's vision for joined-up child health services. The publication of the first ever comprehensive Child Health Strategy, Healthy Lives, Brighter Futures, has set the challenge for stakeholders to turn policy into practice. This timely event will focus on identifying successful ways to ensure children and young people get the healthy start and continued support they need in life. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=72380   
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


