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ChiMat Knowledge Update

27 February 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New! ChiMat launch conference a huge success
On Thursday, ChiMat launched as the Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat), helping to put the new government Child Health Strategy into practice. Speakers’ presentations are now available on the ChiMat website.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF 
New! European Data Atlas 
We have added a european atlas to the ChiMat Data Atlas. The first dataset available is the Index of Child Well-being in Europe which provides a comparison of child well-being in the 27 countries of the European Union and Norway and Iceland. It covers seven domains: health, subjective well-being, personal relationships, material resources, education, behaviour and risks, housing and the environment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT1 
New! Demographic Profile added to ChiMat Needs Assessment toolkit
This new module – demographic profile – is available for PCTs and Local Authorities and includes data on population, births, infant mortality and deprivation.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 
Infant Mortality Profiles
A new addition to our Child Health Profiles tool, these infant mortality profiles for primary care trusts (PCTs) have been developed by ChiMat with the Department of Health National Support Team for Infant Mortality. They provide key indicators to help support the Implementation plan for reducing health inequalities in infant mortality: a good practice guide.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT4 
Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments
Now available through the ChiMat website, the Systems Planning Model has been designed to help areas to be ready for the implementation of the duty to provide an ‘Age Appropriate Environment’. This tool enables you to devise and test plans to improve your services to meet the needs of under-18s with severe mental health problems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHMTSMOD 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 

Third of young people have unprotected drunken sex 
Almost a third of 16- to 24-year-olds have had unprotected sex whilst drunk, according to a recentley released report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65064  

Warning over child ear infections 
The future health of thousands of children could be affected because ear infections are not treated properly, a charity says. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65065  

Third of smaller charities unaware of vetting scheme 
Many small children's charities have low awareness of the forthcoming changes to the system for checking the suitability of people to work with children and vulnerable adults, a survey has found. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65070  

Legal aid changes will focus help on most vulnerable families and children 
Legal aid fees paid to family barristers are to be differently allocated to focus help to the most vulnerable families and children, and to combat rises in the family legal aid bill Legal Aid Minister Lord Bach and Legal Services Commission (LSC) Chief Executive Carolyn Regan announced. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65077  

Lessons learned from Scotland's damning care leavers report 
Scotland's children's commissioner is calling for local authorities to outline what steps have been taken to ensure young people don't leave care too early, a year after a damning report into the problem. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65123  

Parents unaware of the affects of an unhealthy lifestyle 
Parents with young children do not realise that an unhealthy lifestyle and diet can increase the risk of serious health problems, charities have warned. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65124  

Childhood abuse can increase suicide risk 
Scientists in Canada have identified that abuse in early childhood can permanently alter the way the brain copes with stress. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65125  

Autism-vaccine link rejected by US courts 
The claimed link between autism and vaccination has been dealt a terminal blow by the US courts, writes Michael Fitzpatrick 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65127  

Department of Health: Reform of the complaints system 
This letter to NHS chief executives and directors of adult social care provides key messages on complaints reform for circulation to boards, cabinets, senior management teams and members. It also provides a summary of the new legislation and details of four regional networking events that will provide further information and support. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65164  

Early Years Sector Specialists start work 
C4EO has recruited its first batch of 21 Early Years Sector Specialists. Read more about Early Years Sector Specialists and how their services can be accessed through their tailored support programme. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65165  
Prison self-harm levels revealed 
The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) has been forced to reveal the true scale of self-harm taking place in young offender institutions (YOIs) following a 14-month investigation by CYP Now. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65238  

Autism proposals to be unveiled 
Government plans to improve support for people with autism are expected to be outlined in parliament. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65239  

Leeds invests £2.1m in safeguarding 
Leeds City Council has agreed to invest £2.1m to support children's safeguarding services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65240  

Lesbian couple win NHS baby case 
A lesbian couple from Glasgow win a battle to get help from their local health board to help them have a baby. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65241  

Teen pregnancy rate increases for first time since 2002 
The teen pregnancy rate in England and Wales has risen for the first time since 2002. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65242  

Baby died after 'mother's kiss' 
An inquest in Lancaster hears the death of a baby may have been caused by her mother kissing her and passing on herpes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65243  

More cash for contraception 
An extra £20.5 million will help young people get better access to contraception and support for teenagers and raise the awareness of the risks of unprotected sex, Public Health Minister Dawn Primarolo and Young People’s Minister Beverley Hughes announced 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65244  

Vaccine pulled over bacteria fear 
Doses of the meningitis C vaccine have had to be withdrawn following fears of contamination. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65245  

 
Guides and Practice

Department of Health: Autism 
This page gives information on autism, which is a life-long developmental disability that affects the way a person communicates and relates to other people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65060  

'Let's talk about sex and violence'. 
Discusses a scheme based in Dundee which discusses domestic violence and child abuse with children with the aim of preventing incidents and aiding disclosure. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65063  

What are progress maps? 
The progress map is an interactive web-based tool. It aims to help professionals access and apply the 'what works' evidence that C4EO has collected. This evidence has been shown to improve outcomes for children, young people and their families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65166  

Care Skillsbase 
Care Skillsbase is a website offering free, practical resources to help social care employers in England to address communication and number skills issues in the care workforce. It is an officially endorsed service, sponsored by the Social Care Institute for Excellence and Skills for Care, and supported by the Commission for Social Care Inspection and the General Social Care Council. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65280  

Diabetes in pregnancy: understanding NICE guidance 
The summary of the key recommendations of the clinical guideline on diabetes in pregnancy. It is written for patients, carers and those with little medical knowledge and may be used in local patient information leaflets or any other suitable publication. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65281  

Accidents and child development: guidelines for practitioners 
This guide addresses particular issues related to child safety and focuses on the actual experiences of field workers. Its aim is to share the experiences of practitioners with a wider audience so that effective interventions can be publicised, so that common pitfalls can be avoided. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65285  

Listening, responding, improving: a guide to better customer care 
Health and social care staff strive to get things right but, if a mistake does happen, the important thing is to put things right and to use the experience to learn and improve. The guide ‘Listening, Responding, Improving’ has been developed to help complaints professionals work with colleagues to make their organisations better at listening, responding and learning from people’s experiences. It is designed to be accessible to anyone working in health and social care organisations who is involved in receiving feedback and resolving concerns and complaints from patients, service users and their representatives. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65298  

 


Policy and Government Reports

Supporting Disabled Parents: A family or a fragmented approach? 
This report examines the experiences of disabled parents and their families and considers how far council policies, services and practice are providing appropriate support. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65152  



Reports

Computers and children's services: what will ContactPoint achieve?
Discusses professional wariness to ContactPoint, a database containing basic details on all 11 million children in England. ContactPoint is designed to enable practitioners to share information on vulnerable children 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65061  

"What is wrong with emotional upset?" – 50 years on from the Platt Report 
James Spence deserves great credit for his work with mothers and babies and his contributions to our understanding of "the purpose of the family", but he was not the first to recognise the need for mothers to nurse their own infants. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65066  
What do they know? 
Confidential counselling services should be available to all children and young people, according to a new report by the Children's Rights Alliance for England (CRAE) - What do they know?. However young people expressed concerns about privacy when these services were placed in schools. CRAE has launched a campaign on counselling and confidentiality 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65078  

Responses to child maltreatment 
An analysis of studies into the prevalence of child abuse and neglect, the recognition by professionals, and the role of prevention and treatment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65126  

How can we create and grow ‘holistic practitioners’? 
In this article Shirley Young affirms the need for integrated support for children and young people with disabilities and their families, and welcomes such initiatives as Early Support, Team Around the Child, Care Co-ordination and Keyworking. But she is disappointed in their slow implementation. She develops the argument that a large part of the problem is the lack of ‘holistic practitioners’ and that we should not be surprised to find there are significant challenges in asking non-holistic practitioners to behave as though they were holistic. Shirley shows us what a holistic practitioner looks like and then outlines the need for training to produce them and effective organisational systems to support them in their work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65128  

Pupil Absence in Schools in England, Including Pupil Characteristics: 2007-08 
This statistical release provides information by type of school and by pupil characteristics such as gender, free school meal eligibility, ethnic group and special educational needs, plus information on the reasons for absence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65237  

Families information services: evaluation of services provided 
Since April 2008, local authorities have been under an expanded duty to provide a range of information which parents may need to support their children through to their 20th birthday. This research evaluated current Families Information Services (FISs), who are the main LA arm delivering the information, since the introduction of this statutory requirement and to make suggestions as to how to improve them. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65282  

Targeted youth support pathfinders evaluation: final report 
Targeted Youth Support (TYS) aims to ensure young people at risk of poor outcomes receive a genuinely personalised package of support at the earliest possible opportunity. The aim of the evaluation study was to identify effective approaches to the delivery of integrated targeted support and to assess the impact on young people’s transition to adulthood. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65283  

Extended flexible entitlement for three-and four year olds: pathfinder evaluation 
The extended flexible entitlement pathfinder was introduced as part of the government’s commitment to increase the length and flexibility of the free early years entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds from 12.5 to 15 hours per week over 38 weeks by 2010. The purpose of the pathfinder was to maximise developmental benefits for children by providing extended access to free early years provision and to reduce parents’ childcare-related barriers to employment by offering more flexible delivery of free childcare across private, voluntary, independent (PVI) and maintained sectors. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65284  

Customer voice research - youth crime action plan 
Customer Voice Research is small scale, timely, qualitative research work, designed to explore customer views on key or emerging issues. Each month around 8 workshops take place with parents and/or young people. These take the form of discussion groups with up to 8 people, or depth interviews which are usually done in pairs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65286  
Local healthcare commissioning: grassroots involvement? A national survey of health advocacy groups 
This report reveals that many patients feel local healthcare commissioning, the process intended to ensure health and care services effectively meet the needs of the local population by engaging with patient representatives, is not working effectively. It also identifies specialist nurses as the best placed healthcare professionals to make the commissioning process a success .
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65299  



Research

Population-based prevention of child maltreatment: the U.S. Triple P System Population Trial
Presents findings from a study in which 18 counties were randomly assigned to either dissemination of the U.S. Triple P-Positive Parenting Program system or to the services-as-usual control condition. Dissemination involved Triple P professional training for the existing workforce, as well as universal media and communication strategies. Large effect sizes were found for three independently derived population indicators: substantiated child maltreatment, child out-of-home placements, and child maltreatment injuries. This study claims to be the first to randomise geographical areas and to show preventive impact on child maltreatment at a population level using evidence-based parenting interventions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65062  

The influence of types of decision support on physicians' decision making 
To determine whether physicians’ post-test probability estimates are influenced by receiving test characteristics and impact their subsequent clinical decisions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65067  

Is ritual circumcision a risk factor for neonatal urinary tract infections? 
Although circumcision is commonly believed to protect against urinary tract infection (UTI), it is not unusual in neonates in Israel, where almost all male infants are circumcised. The aim of the study was to evaluate the burden of neonatal UTI in Israel and its relationship to circumcision. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65068  

Management and 1 year outcome for UK children with type 2 diabetes 
To report the 1-year outcome for children newly diagnosed as having type 2 diabetes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65069  

Evidence-based practices to reduce maternal mortality: a systematic review 
To achieve the World Health Organization's Millennium Development Goal of reducing maternal mortality by three-quarters by 2015, a strong global commitment is needed to address this issue in sub-Saharan Africa where the risk to women is greatest. A comprehensive international effort must include both clinical and community-based interventions. In sub-Saharan Africa where the majority of women deliver babies at home without a trained attendant, the national plans must rely predominantly on community-level interventions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65081  

Alcohol, young people and the media: a study of radio output in six radio stations in England 
This research investigated the representation of alcohol in radio output. The study was prompted by concerns that media output might be part of a developing culture of excessive drinking among young people. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65082  

Why does birthweight vary among ethnic groups in the UK? Findings from the Millennium Cohort Study 
Birthweight varies according to ethnic group, but it is not clear why such differences exist. We examine the contribution of socioeconomic, maternal and behavioural factors to differences in mean birthweight and the prevalence of low birthweight across ethnic groups. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65083  

Assessing long-run economic benefits attributed to an IVF-conceived singleton based on projected lifetime net tax contributions in the UK 
Over the past decade, demand for fertility treatments has increased as a result of delaying time to first pregnancy and growing awareness and acceptance of available treatment options. Despite increasing demand, health authorities often view infertility as a low health priority and consequently limit access to treatments by rationing and limiting funds. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65121  

The direct health services costs of providing assisted reproduction services in overweight or obese women: a retrospective cross-sectional analysis 
Prevalence of overweight and obesity is rising. Hence, it is likely that a higher proportion of women undergoing assisted reproduction treatment are overweight or obese. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65122  

Birth asphyxia survivors in a developing country 
Determine the baseline incidence of birth asphyxia in neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) survivors in a developing country and the early neurodevelopmental outcomes of such infants. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65254  

Psychological stress of parents of preterm infants enrolled in an early discharge programme from the neonatal intensive care unit: a prospective randomised trial 
Psychological stress of parents of preterm infants is aggravated by prolonged hospitalisation. Early discharge programmes (EDPs) have been implemented to alleviate this situation. The objective of this study was to evaluate parental psychological stress in an EDP for the first 3 months after neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) discharge. It concluded that vulnerability of parents enrolled in an EDP did not increase after hospital discharge. Physical well-being of the baby was the most important issue for both groups. EDP parents requested less paediatric support and scored higher in the Well-being verbatim. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65287  

Risk of stillbirth and neonatal death linked with maternal mental illness: a national cohort study 
Babies of mothers with psychotic disorders are known to have higher rates of poor obstetric outcome, including higher mortality rates. The objective of this study was to estimate risks of stillbirth and neonatal death by specific causes in babies of mothers with histories of severe mental illness, relative to the general population. It concluded that higher risk of perinatal loss may be linked to factors associated with maternal psychiatric illness in general, such as insufficient attendance for antenatal care and unhealthy lifestyles rather than the maternal mental illness itself. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65288  

Random safety audits in the neonatal unit 
Random safety audits have been shown to be effective in improving standards of practice in high-risk industries. They are process audits rapidly performed during real-time clinical activity, with immediate feedback, allowing for immediate change of practice. 
Based on a concept described by the Vermont-Oxford Network, the study aimed to introduce random safety audits to the unit to improve infection control and routine neonatal care. 
It has shown that this innovative method of random safety audits is effective in quickly improving practice. It believes this to be due to the instant feedback, continued emphasis on infection control and good clinical practice, and improved teamwork. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65289  

What is important to young children who have cancer while in hospital? 
This paper reports on a participatory research project exploring children's experiences and views of cancer care services. It focusses on findings from interviews conducted with 10 children aged four and five years old. Play and puppets were used to help children express their views. The themes elicited reveal important aspects of hospital care for young children, such as having 'lots of toys' available and that 'mummy and daddy are near'. The use of play and puppets as a data-collection method is discussed, along with the implications of findings for the care and support of young children who have cancer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65291  

From policy to practice: the implementation and negotiation of technologies in everyday child welfare 
A central element of the Every Child Matters reforms in England are measures which aim at improving information sharing. Amongst these are the children's database and the Common Assessment Framework, both representing technological solutions to long-standing concerns about information sharing in child welfare. This article reports some findings from an Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC)-funded study which examined their introduction and use in everyday professional practice. Substantial differences in policy implementation, access to and use of the technologies, draw attention to the importance of the localised and situated contexts into which these technologies are being introduced, raising serious questions about their future development as national standard systems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65292  

Twenty years on: the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in the United Kingdom. Policy Review 
Since ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991, the UK Government has submitted three reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. This article explains the reporting process and provides an overview of the most recent recommendations from the Committee. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65293  


Bottom of Form

Consultations
Ending child poverty: making it happen. Consultation
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
Deadline: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  
Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  

Events and Training

Children and Violence: New Research on Witnessing and Experiencing Violence 
London, 17 March 2009
This free seminar, organised by the Network for Research on Children, Young People and Families, takes place on 17 March 2009 in London. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65080  

Budget Holding Lead Professional: Making integrated working happen? 
London, 16 March 2009 
Budget Holding Lead Professional (BHLP) – is this the way to personalise services to children with additional needs? This seminar will provide an excellent opportunity to hear from the DCSF and some of the local authorities that have been involved in debates and implementation of the Budget Holding Lead Professionals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65153  

Child and Adolescent Mental Health in Schools: Sharing innovative practice 
London, 6 March 2009
This one day conference offers an opportunity for education and mental health professionals to come together to share experience, ideas and thinking about creative practice in this area. The conference will consist of keynote presentations and themed workshops introducing innovative projects, including examples of partnership working between education and mental health professionals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65252  

14th Conference and annual meeting of the North of England collaborative cerebral palsy survey 
Gateshead, 25 March 2009
This conference is designed for parents as well as professionals involved in caring for children and young people with cerebral palsy. This year it is planned to cover a wide variety of subjects including communication, feeding, the needs of carers and ongoing work at NECCPS. Dr Mary Gibson will also give a historical perspective of cerebral palsy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65279  

Every Child Matters: Delivering better outcomes for children and young people 
Birmingham, 30 Marach 2009
NAVCA's first Every Child Matters conference is aimed at local infrastructure organisations (LIOs) and third sector organisations that deliver services for children, young people and their families. It will showcase leading practice from the five strands of the Every Child Matters agenda and provide an opportunity for LIOs to reflect on and review their understanding of Every Child Matters. It will also provide sources of further information designed to support the third sector in engaging with the Every Child Matters - Change for Children agenda. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65295  

Early Childhood Forum Conference 2009: Working in partnership 
Birmingham, 10 March 2009 
Working in partnership is the Early Childhood Forum’s (ECF) sixth national conference and will mark the culmination of its third annual campaign. This is aimed at practitioners, managers and policy makers with a professional interest in the development of partnership working within the early years and wider children’s sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65296  

Developing the childcare workforce 2009 
London, 31 March 2009
In its fifth year, this policy review conference, supported by CWDC and National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA), brings together senior practitioners, politicians and commentators to discuss the future of the early years and childcare workforce. Delegates will learn the latest government policy and gain knowledge from best practice case studies from across the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65297  
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News:
First stages of ContactPoint activation starts 
The first steps to activate the Government’s online directory of children’s services – ContactPoint- will begin today (Monday 26). Starting today, two security vetted officials from local authorities all over England will begin the necessary training to start operating the system. In addition, training will start in 17 LA’s in the North West and two national voluntary sector partners – Barnardo’s & KIDS – where ContactPoint will be more intensively piloted. Frontline practitioners will start training and operating the system in these areas in the spring and across the country from the summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63995 

The picture of England's health 
The third national Health Profile of England is published today and demonstrates improvements in critical areas of the nation's health. Death rates from cancer, heart disease and suicides continue to decline, whilst life expectancy is higher than ever and infant mortality at its lowest. This DH press release highlights key findings of the report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64000 

Alarm over security of children's database 
Parents, security experts and opposition parties have voiced alarm that 400,000 people are to be given access to a new national database containing details of all 11 million children living in England. ContactPoint, which has so far cost £224 million, will hold the name, address, date of birth, parents' details, GP and name of school of all English children aged under 18... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64004 

Practitioners and service user leaders join Social Work Taskforce: DCSF announces full membership of taskforce 
The DCSF and Department of Health have appointed directors of children's and adult services, along with service user leaders, practitioners, academics and staff representatives. There is even a place for The Sun's agony aunt, Deidre Saunders. The taskforce has been set up to examine how the quality of the profession, recruitment and retention can be improved, and is due to the report this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64008 

Childhood stress 'can damage immune system and long-term health' 
Suffering stressful experiences early in childhood can have long-lasting effects on health, a new study suggests. Teenagers who had suffered bereavement or spent time in care as children were more likely to have depleted immune systems, scientists found, than others who did not experience that kind of trauma at a young age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64010 

Children's minister: call on schools to promote out of hours activities 
Children’s Minister Beverley Hughes called on all schools and local authorities to do more to develop out of hours activities for children and young people, and make sure that all sections of their communities are aware of what’s on offer. Two reports on the Extended Services programme, published today (29 Jan 09), show that there have been significant achievements with many schools offering a good range of services, which are welcomed and valued by parents. However more needs to be done to ensure that every child in every community has access to good quality out of school activities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64048 

Nearly 50,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises have their say on public sector support 
Nearly 50,000 charity, social enterprise and voluntary organisations took part in the National Survey of Third Sector Organisation and first findings show that when local public sector bodies work with them, it can have a really positive effect on their success. First results show that 58% of those who had direct dealings with local government bodies said that they had a positive or very positive effect on their success. However, over half of all respondents (51%) said they felt public sector bodies had no overall influence on their success, meaning public sector bodies have more to do to improve their contact and support to their local third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64053 

Five-point plan for alcohol-free childhood 
For the first time, young people and their parents will have clear medical guidance on alcohol consumption. The guidance, will be announced today (29 Jan 09) by Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, to be published for consultation. It will recommend that young people up to the age of 15 should avoid alcohol altogether. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64061 

Healthy Schools on NHS Choices website 
Healthy Schools has teamed up with NHS Choices to create a series of short films about the impact of the programme upon children and young people’s health. Five Healthy Schools from across the country were selected to feature on the NHS Choices website to highlight some of the creative ways in which schools and parents are encouraging children to eat healthily, get active and stop bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64065 

Update on disabled children's national indicator 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) announced a national indicator on disabled children's services (National Indicator 54 - NI 54). The indicator will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to 'core offer' standards. The government has published an updated briefing on the indicator and the timetable for its development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64066 

Information and advice services to face reforms 
The government is to overhaul information, advice and guidance for young people by introducing a universal entitlement to services, CYP Now has learnt. The entitlement will be outlined in a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills strategy, to be published in six weeks' time. The strategy will give local authorities a model of how guidance services for 11- to 19-year-olds should operate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64070 

Change4Life launches largest ever children's health survey 
The biggest health survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, launches today (30 Jan 2009). Millions of families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits - in return they will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64072 

Promoting the free entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) will be running another phase of advertising to promote the free early learning entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64073 

Department of Health welcomes the King's Fund report on new Centre of Excellence for workforce planning 
A new Centre of Excellence that will help local NHS organisations deliver better and more efficient workforce planning, was announced by the Department of Health today (30 Jan 09). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64074 

Learn from banking crisis and stamp out competition in the NHS, says BMA chairman 
The head of the BMA has called on the government to "end its obsession" with the market to avoid a crisis in the health service similar to that seen in the banking sector in the past few months. Hamish Meldrum, the chairman of the BMA, said the meltdown in the city should have "sent alarm bells ringing in the department of health," adding that "relying on the private sector to provide crucial public services is not the way forward." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64089 

Lasting effect of concussion 
Young people who get concussion can “show subtle signs of mental and physical problems” even 30 years later, reports BBC online. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64094 

Too many children at risk in secure estate, Anne Owers says 
The use of restraint on child prisoners remains high and is not always properly monitored, according to the chief inspector of prisons Anne Owers. Ower's annual report, published this week, said a quarter of all boys had reported being physically restrained at some point. In addition, more than a third of young adults said they had felt unsafe in their current establishment and just over a quarter said that they had been victimised by another prisoner or group of prisoners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64095 

Childhood in Britain 'ruined by lack of outdoor play and aggressive advertising' 
The two-year Good Childhood Inquiry is expected to warn that children have lost their freedom to play outside because of paranoia about the dangers they face and hostility from the general public. The independent inquiry into the state of childhood today – commissioned by The Children's Society and carried out by Lord Layard, the Labour peer, and Professor Judy Dunn, a child psychologist at the Institute of Psychiatry – has collected so much evidence that it is publishing it in a 240-page paperback book on Monday. It will include 30 "hard-hitting recommendations" for the Government on how childhood can be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64096 
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Guides and Practice:
Promoting physical activity for children and young people [NICE public health guidance] 
Promoting physical activity, active play and sport for pre-school and school-age children and young people in family, pre-school, school and community settings. This guidance is for all those who have a direct or indirect role in - and responsibility for - promoting physical activity for children and young people. This includes those working in the NHS, education, local authorities and the wider public, private, voluntary and community sectors. It will also be of interest to parents, grandparents and other carers (including professional carers), children and young people and other members of the public. It includes recommendations for schools, but does not make recommendations for the national curriculum. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64050 

Tired of hanging around: Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people 
This study focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle and prevent anti-social behaviour. This study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64052 

Policy guidance and toolkits: World class commissioning of primary care and community services 
These documents are for commissioners and form part of a series of supporting guides to help primary care trusts become world class commissioners of primary care and community services. They have been co-produced by NHS East of England, NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC), and the Department of Health. Latest guides available: Primary care and community services: improving dental access, quality and oral health; Primary care and community services: improving GP services; Primary care 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64079 

Under the influence? Alcohol and offending 
This Handbook is for any professional who works with young people whose drinking is problematic and associated with offending behaviour. It will also be of interest to any professional working in health, social care or education who wishes to know more about the patterns of alcohol use in young people and practical messages that research suggests may be helpful in interventions. It is intended to complement national and local strategies on young people’s alcohol use and offending by presenting the messages from research in a practical format. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64080 
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Policy and Government Reports:
Health Profile of England 2008 
First published in 2006, the Health Profile of England provides a collation of national and regional data to provide a baseline against which people can compare data from their own Local Health Profile (LHP). The 2008 report updates tables showing regional comparisons and national trends for indicators presented in Local Health Profiles, as well as a wide ranging snapshot of public health and well-being in England and a section on international comparisons. The Health Profile of England is intended to be of use to public service professionals and officials within the local community - such as local councillors and primary care trust directors of public health - who are in a position to exert influence over the planning, commissioning, procurement and delivery of public health programmes. But the document will also be of interest to a much wider audience - anyone with an interest in the profile of health and health determinants in this country. The Health Profile of England illustrates progress in respect of a broad range of measures of health determinants and outcomes. It represents a component of the national public health information and intelligence strategy, drawing together a range of evidence to provide a convenient source of public health metrics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64003 

Next steps for early learning and childcare: Building on the 10-Year strategy 
This document updates and builds on the 10-Year Childcare Strategy (2004). It shows the progress that has been made since 2004, and sets out new steps to address the challenges ahead. Alongside the recent New Opportunities White Paper it sets out some firm proposals, and in other areas it identifies the case for action and the need to develop plans through discussion and consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64049 

The State of Social Care in England 2007-08 
Progress on personalised care is patchy. Despite improvements, most people still experience a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of care that is not geared towards their individual needs. So says our fourth annual report to Parliament on the state of social care. It gives a comprehensive overview of the social care sector in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64077 
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Reports:
National survey of third sector organisations 
The National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) will gather the views of the leaders of Third Sector Organisations in England including voluntary and community organisations, charities, and social enterprises. These organisations go by many names, and many also consider themselves to be community groups, co-operatives or mutuals, a club or society, or a non-profit organisation, housing association, faith group or trust. The survey is the largest ever of the third cector. It is funded by the Office of the Third Sector which sits at the centre of government, in the Cabinet Office, in recognition of the increasingly important role the third sector plays in both society and the economy. The survey has been commissioned so that, for the first time, all local authorities can be judged on their performance in creating an environment for a thriving third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64054 

Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales,1970-2006 [Health Statistics Quarterly 40] 
This article looks at the geographical trends in infant mortality from 1970 to 2006 in England and Wales and subnational levels. It investigates the relation between infant mortality and deprivation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64055 

Mortality statistics: Childhood, infant and perinatal 2006 
This annual reference volume presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths in England and Wales in 2006. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64056 

Preventing childhood deaths supplementary survey 2008 [Research in brief] 
Following completion of the DCSF study ‘Preventing Childhood Deaths’ (1) a follow up survey of LSCBs was carried out in January - March 2008 to determine progress in implementing the arrangements for rapid response and child death review immediately prior to the scheduled implementation date of April 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64057 

Customer voice research: Youth alcohol action plan [Research report] 
Survey to contribute to making the Youth Alcohol Action Plan (YAAP) a workable document for parents of children and young people under 18 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64058 

Media portrayal of young people 
Young NCB members have completed a research project on the portrayal of young people in the British media, and the impact negative media coverage has on their lives. The research arose out of concerns that young people are increasingly portrayed in a negative light in the media, with a heavy focus on the small minority involved in crime and antisocial behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64068 

Proposals for a Centre of Excellence for workforce strategy and planning 
In August 2008, the Department of Health asked The King’s Fund to lead a stakeholder engagement review on the proposal for a Centre of Excellence. This report reflects what was heard from stakeholders during the consultation and sets out a series of recommendations that aim to support effective implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64075 

Review of international evidence on the cost of disability 
Allowance programmes are a conceptually appealing way to help people with disabilities and their families pay for the goods and services that such individuals often need. This report examines how the international literature on the extra costs of disability could contribute to an assessment of the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA) programmes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64076 
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Resources:
Should NICE’s threshold range for cost per QALY be raised? No 
NICE has recently raised the threshold for end of life drugs. Adrian Towse (doi:10.1136/bmj.b181) argues it should consider doing the same for other treatments, but James Raftery believes that the threshold is already too high. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64007 

Children and young people bulletin - January 2009 
Monthly bulletin from the Local Government Association (LGA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64051 

Acceleration of the HPV vaccination catch-up campaign 
Further guidance on the acceleration of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up campaign was sent to PCT Immunisation Coordinators on 30 January. DH is encouraging PCTs to deliver the remainder of the catch-up programme earlier than originally planned. Link to Dear Colleague letter 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64093 

Safer births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety 
Safer Births is a service improvement programme run by The King’s Fund with national and local partners. It aims to improve the safety of maternity services by supporting frontline professionals. Safer Births is running regional interactive events in early 2009 for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. The events are designed to help maternity units reflect on current practice, challenges to improving safety and their local priorities. They offer the opportunity for professionals to develop local solutions as a team, share experiences and learn about a range of methods used in improvement work and patient safety. Safer Births will then work intensively with a number of maternity teams as part of an improvement network to be launched later in 2009. The network will use innovative methods to enable organisations to share learning, connecting maternity professionals involved in safety improvement work. Participating units will be encouraged to identify a focus for their improvement activity, pilot safety tools and approaches, evaluate their impact and share learning with others. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63998 
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Research:
Impact of alcohol consumption on young people: a systematic review of published reviews 
The aim of the study was to undertake a systematic review of the published review literature and summarise the evidence on the harms and benefits of alcohol consumption for children and young people. In this process the researchers assessed the quality of the evidence in this field and its relevance to a UK population. The study also identified gaps in the research which need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64062 

The effect of feeding experience on clinical outcomes in preterm infants 
The purpose of this analysis was to investigate the effect of oral feeding experience on clinical outcomes (time to full oral feedings and length of stay) in preterm infants. It concluded that experience at feeding may result in more rapid transition to full oral feedings regardless of severity of illness and may contribute to shorter length of stay. These positive clinical outcomes related to feeding experience warrant further research attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64081 

Impact of a district level sick newborn care unit on neonatal mortality rate: 2-year follow-up 
This study was to evaluate the impact of creating a sick newborn care unit (SNCU) in a district hospital on neonatal mortality rate (NMR). It concluded that a modern sick newborn care facility created in a district hospital can substantially reduce hospital neonatal deaths and NMR of the district. This model may be an effective tool to reduce NMR of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64082 

Antenatal peer support workers and initiation of breast feeding: cluster randomised controlled trial 
This study aims to assess the effectiveness of an antenatal service using community based breastfeeding peer support workers on initiation of breast feeding. It concluded that a universal service for initiation of breast feeding using peer support workers provided within antenatal clinics serving a multiethnic, deprived population was ineffective in increasing initiation rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64083 

Effectiveness of policy to provide breastfeeding groups (BIG) for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers in primary care: cluster randomised controlled trial 
The aim of the study was to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of a policy to provide breastfeeding groups for pregnant and breastfeeding women. It concluded that a policy for providing breastfeeding groups in relatively deprived areas of Scotland did not improve breastfeeding rates at 6-8 weeks. The costs of running groups would be similar to the costs of visiting women at home. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64088 
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Consultations:
Ending child poverty: making it happen 
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Launch Date: Wednesday 28 January 2009. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071 

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Launch Date: Thursday 29 January 2009. Closing Date: Thursday 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090 
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Events and Training:
Shaping PCT provider services – the future of primary and community services 
The NHS Next Stage Review has encouraged the separation of primary care trust (PCT) commissioning and provider functions. The review also encourages PCTs to support greater choice and contestability of provision within primary and community health services and greater service integration. This conference will explore the strategic challenges facing community health services and share the latest thinking on system reform. 
Location: London 
Start: Tuesday, 31st March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63996 

Meeting the challenges of practice-based commissioning 
This conference will examine the next stage in the evolution of practice-based commissioning, engaging general practitioners and primary care trusts to look at devolving budgets, accountability and the challenges of making this work in practice. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 19th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63997 

Positive relationships: early years conference 2009 
Positive Relationships is one of the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). This conference will help Child Carers to have a shared understanding of how to develop professional relationships based on trust, effective communication and positive interactions, which will enable them to achieve positive outcomes for children and families. The objectives of the conference are to inspire positive practice and enable delegates to evaluate and reflect on practice to ensure quality improvements 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 26th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64006 

World Social Work Day 2009 
17 March 2009 is World Social Work Day 2009. A day of major events is being planned to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of social work, identify the international context of social work practice and explore the varied and evolving role of social work in a changing world. The day will include a day conference for front-line social workers in London and a media pack to support local initiatives by councils and others. 
Location: International 
Start: Tuesday, 17th March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64092 Bottom of Form

All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 
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