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ChiMat Knowledge Update

25 September 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements
New!  New module on children with continence added to the ChiMat Needs Assessment Toolkit
This toolkit supports you in undertaking needs assessments as part of your children and young people’s plans and joint strategic needs assessment. It provides appropriate evidence-based information on prevalence, incidence and risk factors affecting children’s health and the provision of healthcare services. Other modules are: Demographic Profile; CAMHS; Children and young people with disabilities. New modules are in development.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 

New! Using computer modelling to help plan and develop Age Appropriate Services in time for April 2010 - London, 6 November 2009
The National Institute for Mental Health in England (NIMHE) are holding a one day workshop to help get ready for the implementation of the duty to provide an ‘Age Appropriate Environment’ within mental health services. You will learn how to use the Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments which is available via the ChiMat website. The training is aimed at planners, commissioners, analysts, CAMHS managers and clinicians. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=76151  
Access the Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments:

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMTSMOD 
Enhanced ChiMat Data Atlas launched to help improved decision-making for child health and maternity services
An update to ChiMat’s Data Atlas allows users to plot any two child and maternal health indicators held in ChiMat’s Data Atlas against each other to give tailor-made analysis based either on their PCT or local authority area. You can create customised tables or reports to use on an on-going basis as part of your planning or commissioning process.

ChiMat’s Data Atlas provides an interactive atlas of maps and data for child and maternal health indicators and statistics over time. The tool brings together a range of data into one, easy-to-use tool, allowing users not only to create a picture of their local area but to benchmark performance against regional and national comparators.
www.chimat.org.uk 

ChiMat Data Atlas updates
· Permanent and fixed period exclusions from schools

Data on permanent and fixed period exclusions from schools has been added to the data atlas, this is data for maintained secondary and primary schools. Data is available at top level local authority level and can be found in the school aged children theme.
· Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS)

Data on Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) has been added to the data atlas. This is indicator number 51 in the national indicator set. This data is at top level local authority and can be found under the children with acute or additional health needs theme.

www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

Young Foundation: The forgotten parent? 
A new report launched today by the Local Wellbeing Project, Parenting and wellbeing: knitting families together argues that parenting support often fails because it ignores the wellbeing of parents themselves. Happy parents tend to be better parents. However the report found that the majority of government funded parenting support, both voluntary and compulsory, does not prioritise parents' mental health and wellbeing. Instead if focuses only on the technical skills of parenting, and tackling children's behaviour problems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75797  

CYPN: Focus must shift to parents to beat child poverty 
The government must focus on families and parenting to tackle child poverty, according to Charlotte Pickles, senior policy adviser at conservative think-tank the Centre for Social Justice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75851  

BBC: NI child drug use 'highest in EU' 
A survey shows that nearly a tenth of children under the age of twelve in Northern Ireland have tried cannabis. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75852  

CommunityCare: Ofsted identifies safeguarding concerns at three councils 
Ofsted has listed areas for priority action in three of five reports on unannounced inspections of local authority safeguarding services published this week. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75854  


BBC: More premature babies being born 
The number of premature births has risen significantly but survival rates for babies born early have also improved, a study has found. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75865  

NELM: Exposure to antiepileptic drugs during pregnancy linked to adverse outcomes 
According to research published in Epilepsia, it is largely the drugs used to treat epilepsy and not the condition itself that increase the risk of adverse pregnancy and birth outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75971  

CWDC: Early Years Audit Tool to provide vital workforce data 
The Children’s Workforce Development Council (CWDC) is carrying out an audit to create the first accurate picture of qualifications in the early years workforce in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75972  

BBC: Autism rates back MMR jab safety 
Latest autism figures should dispel any fears about the MMR jab being linked to the condition, say experts. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75973  

CWDC: Peer support pilot programme for middle managers 
CWDC are launching a 12-month peer support pilot programme for middle managers that will begin early in 2010. The programme will help them find new ways to tackle the challenges of recruitment, retention and remodelling in social work and to respond to national policy developments. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75974  

CYPN: Sex education strategy should discuss pleasure 
Influential government advisers are calling for frank discussions on sexual pleasure to form a central part of a new teenage pregnancy strategy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76069  

HSJ: Quality accounts: trusts to pick their own performance measures 
The Department of Health has proposed that quality accounts will not include any mandatory clinical or performance data. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76070  

CYPN: Ofsted urged to adapt children's centre inspection plans 
Ofsted has been urged to adapt its plans for inspecting children's centres to ensure they meet the needs of the most vulnerable families in their community. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76121  

Behind the headlines: Abortions and risks to future babies 
“Women who have abortions are more likely to have premature or low birth weight babies in later life,” the Daily Mail said. It reported on a large review that has found that women who have had a previous termination could be at risk of having a subsequent premature birth or a low birthweight baby. This 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76124  

Behind the headlines: MMR jab has not raised autism 
The MMR jab is "off the hook", The Guardian reported today, referring to controversial theories that the vaccination may be linked to autism. The newspaper said that new research shows that rates of autistic disorders are similar among adults and children, a finding that further undermines theories that the combined MMR jab is responsible for a supposed rise in cases over recent years. This 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76125  


Guides and Practice

Should we aspire to screen preschool children for conduct disorder? 
Life-course persistent conduct disorder is a major public health problem with implications for individual health and for society at large. Recent evidence has shown that treatment can be cost-effective, and early symptom detection is improving.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75863  

Speaking Out resources 
The Speaking Out project has published a briefing on children and young people’s health and well-being, which looks at mental health, early years, sexual health and support for children with long-term and complex health needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75929  

Young People: Know your rights 
This publication includes advice that should be useful for young people experiencing discrimination. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75993  

Breastfeeding in children’s wards and departments: Guidance for good practice 
The RCN has launched new guidance for good practice on breastfeeding in children's wards and departments. Essential reading for staff in working in this area, Breastfeeding in children's wards and departments. Guidance for good practice provides the information needed to promote breastfeeding and support breastfeeding mothers while their baby is in hospital. The publication explores key policies, the use of growth charts with breastfed babies, the use of breastfeeding as pain relief during procedures and reviews circumstances where breastfeeding is contraindicated. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76073  

NICE guidance on reducing differences in the uptake of immunisations 
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has published guidance on the uptake of immunisations (including targeted vaccines) in people younger than 19 years. The guidance aims to tackle inequalities across England by offering practical recommendations to increase the number of children and young people who are up-to-date with their vaccinations. Evidence shows that groups of children and young people who are at particular risk of not being fully immunised include, those who have missed previous vaccinations (whether as a result of parental choice or otherwise), looked after children, those with physical or learning disabilities, those from non-English speaking families and younger children from large families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76074  

Disclosure and information sharing: courts rulings in child protection cases 
Ed Mitchell considers the complex area of when information can and cannot be disclosed in connection with cases involving children 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76075  

Policy and Government Reports

Learning from Targeted Mental Health in Schools Phase 1 Pathfinders - Summary report 
Improving the mental health of children and young people is a critical priority informing the improvement of children’s services. This summary report draws together the key points of learning from the quarterly action learning set summary reports, and 11 interviews with a range of people involved in delivering Targeted Mental Health in Schools (TaMHS). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75869  

Nurse-Family Partnership Programme - Second Year Pilot Sites Implementation in England: The Infancy Period 
This is the second year report of a four year evaluation study that is assessing the feasibility of delivering the Family Nurse Partnership (FNP) Programme in England. The report focuses on the infancy phase of the programme addressing how it can be delivered with consistency, fidelity to the US programme model attained, its acceptability to clients, their engagement and retention as well as FNP in the wider children’s service context and its costs. The evaluation involved case studies, structured face to face and telephone interviews with a sample of families receiving the programme (and some who had left the programme). Interviews were held with professionals delivering the programme, local commissioners of services for young children, Children’s Centre managers and FNP project leads. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75978  



Reports

Parenting and wellbeing: knitting families together 
This new report, launched by the Local Wellbeing Project, argues that parenting support often fails because it ignores the wellbeing of parents themselves. Happy parents tend to be better parents. However the report found that the majority of government funded parenting support, both voluntary and compulsory, does not prioritise parents' mental health and wellbeing. Instead if focuses only on the technical skills of parenting, and tackling children's behaviour problems. The report draws on extensive national and international research, and a detailed investigation of parenting support in three very different parts of England: Hertfordshire, South Tyneside and Manchester. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75793  

Proven Practice: decision-making amid changing circumstances in child protection 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence asks how professionals, particularly those dealing with child protection cases, can respond to new and challenging information 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75853  

Elective repeat caesarean section at term: not before 39 weeks 
American guidelines recommend that elective, repeat caesarean section should not be performed before 39 weeks’ gestation. In the USA caesarean section rates rose from 21% to 31% between 1996 and 2006 and about 40% of caesarean sections are repeat procedures. Now a multicentre US trial (Alan TN Tita and colleagues. New England Journal of Medicine 2009;360:111–20; see also editorial, ibid: 183–4) has confirmed that elective repeat caesarean delivery at 37 or 38 weeks is associated with increased risk to the neonate..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75856  

Shared Responsibility: Safeguarding arrangements between hospitals and children’s social services 
This report examines the ways in which hospitals and social service departments work together where children are in need, including a need for protection. The importance of this interface was highlighted by Lord Laming's Inquiry into the death of Victoria Climbié. It is also at the heart of policy initiatives to integrate children's services in order to improve outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75867  

Parent support advisers: practice and impact – summer 2009 
It explores how PSAs are contributing to the wider Government agenda and provides an overview of the support available for local authorities, schools and PSAs themselves. The report looks at how PSAs are operating across the country, examines the impact of their work on pupils, parents, schools and the wider community and considers how their role in championing the cause of parents and carers is having a major positive impact across a number of Government priorities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75868  

Diabetes: Incidence of childhood type 1 diabetes: a worrying trend 
Much attention has focused on the increasing prevalence of childhood type 2 diabetes mellitus. However, considerable evidence suggests that the incidence of childhood type 1 diabetes mellitus is also increasing. The results of a multicenter registration study from Europe confirm this alarming trend, which has important health-care implications. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75900  


Research


Low-income parents who spank toddlers may foster aggression later 
Impoverished parents who spank their one-year-old children may encourage aggressive behaviors and cognitive delays in their children for the next two years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76071
The Effect of Changing Patterns of Obstetric Care in Scotland (1980–2004) on Rates of Preterm Birth and Its Neonatal Consequences: Perinatal Database Study 
Rates of preterm birth are rising worldwide. Studies from the United States and Latin America suggest that much of this rise relates to increased rates of medically indicated preterm birth. In contrast, European and Australian data suggest that increases in spontaneous preterm labour also play a role. We aimed, in a population-based database of 5 million people, to determine the temporal trends and obstetric antecedents of singleton preterm birth and its associated neonatal mortality and morbidity for the period 1980–2004. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75850  

Association between school absence and physical function in paediatric chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalopathy 
Objective: To investigate factors associated with school attendance and physical function in paediatric chronic fatigue syndrome/myalgic encephalopathy (CFS/ME). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75855  


Memory and attention problems in children with chronic fatigue syndrome or myalgic encephalopathy 
Objective: To understand more about the problems children with chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) or myalgic encephalopathy (ME) experience with memory and attention, and to test the feasibility of quantitative measurement of both memory and attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75857  

Frequent medical absences in secondary school students: survey and case–control study 
Objective: To determine the prevalence of frequent absence (>20% of the school year) for reasons recorded as "medical" in secondary schools; to test the hypothesis that it is associated with physical symptoms and psychiatric disorder and not with serious organic disease; to assess unmet need for psychiatric management. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75858  

The importance of nurse-led home visits in the assessment of children with problematic asthma 
Objective: To evaluate and identify potentially modifiable factors in children with problematic asthma by a nurse-led assessment and home visit. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75859  

Trends in overweight and obesity prevalence in Dutch, Turkish, Moroccan and Surinamese South Asian children in the Netherlands 
Objective: To determine trends in the prevalence of overweight and obesity in children in The Hague (the Netherlands) from 1999 through 2007. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75860  

A protective effect of breastfeeding on the progression of non-alcoholic fatty liver disease 
Objective: Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD) is a spectrum of liver disease characterised by accumulation of large-droplet fat in hepatocytes with possible progression to inflammation and fibrosis. Breastfeeding has benefits for child health, both during infancy and later in life, reducing the risk of manifestations of the metabolic syndrome. Here we investigated the association between early type of feeding (breastfed versus formula-fed and duration of breastfeeding) and later NAFLD development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75861  

Making choices: why parents present to the emergency department for non-urgent care 
Objectives: This study aims to provide a better understanding of the motivations and actions of parents of children with non-urgent injury or illness who attend the emergency department at a tertiary paediatric hospital seeking care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75864  

Is bullying equally harmful for rich and poor children?: a study of bullying and depression from age 15 to 27 
Background: Exposure to bullying in childhood and adolescence is harmful to health, well-being and social competence of the victim. However, little is known about the long-term consequences of bullying victimization. In this paper, we use a longitudinal study from age 15 to 27 to examine whether childhood socioeconomic position (CSP) modifies the association between exposure to bullying in childhood and symptoms of depression in young adulthood. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75915  


A simple tool to measure patient perceptions of operative birth 
Objective: To assess the feasibility and validity of a maternal satisfaction measurement tool, the SaFE study Patient Perception Score (PPS), after operative delivery. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75969  

Complications during pregnancy in women with epilepsy: population-based cohort study 
Objective: To investigate whether women with epilepsy have an increased risk of complications during pregnancy and to explore the impact of antiepileptic drug (AED) use. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75970  

Consultations

DCSF: Revising the National Minimum Standards for Adoption, Children’s Homes and Fostering 
This consultation seeks views on proposed revisions to the national minimum standards for adoption, children's homes and fostering. It also asks for comments on how to improve the standards further. Deadline date: 17 December 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76097  

DH: Consultation launched on future funding for healthcare students 
A consultation seeking views on how students studying to be nurses, midwives and doctors should be funded in their studies has been launched by Health Minister Ann Keen. The consultation forms part of the NHS Student Support Review and will primarily seek views as to the best option for resolving the discrepancy of support available to degree and diploma students. Closing date: 11 December 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75617  
NICE: School-based interventions to prevent smoking: consultation on the draft guidance 
NICE is developing public health intervention guidance School-based interventions to prevent the uptake of smoking among children. All registered stakeholders for the above public health intervention guidance are invited to comment on the draft guidance. This consultation will take place between 3rd September – 1st October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74811  

NICE: Hypertensive disorders during pregnancy: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on Hypertensive disorders during pregnancy is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. Consultation dates: 3 September – 29 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74812  

NICE: Donor breast milk banks: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on Donor breast milk banks is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. Consultation dates: 8 September to 5pm on 6 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75063  
  
New Horizons: towards a shared vision for mental health - consultation 
This DH consultation sets out a new vision for mental health and well-being to take forward the work of the NSF for Mental Health. It sets out government’s commitment to promoting whole population mental health and wellbeing. Consultation closes 15th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73597  

Consultation on the statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors 
Consultation from the Health Professions Council on the potential statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors. Consultation closes 16th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73598  



Events and Training

Tackling Obesity 2010 
London, 23 March 2009

With the Foresight Report predicting that up to nine in ten adults and two thirds of children in the UK could be obese by 2050, the imperative to act has never been stronger. This year’s cross-cutting discussions will range from the government’s Healthy Weight, Healthy Lives strategy to the Healthy Schools Programme with a strong emphasis on treating as well as preventing obesity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75814  

Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) 
London, 7 October 2009

Capita’s 7th National Not in Education, Employment or Training Conference provides a strategic update on the Government’s progress towards achieving its 2010 NEET reduction target, showcasing innovative examples of prevention, engagement and retention methods from across the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75816  

Promoting Pupil Well-being in the 21st Century School
London, 14 October 
Schools are at the heart of children’s social, emotional, intellectual and physical development. Thanks to Every Child Matters, the unique role that schools play in securing children’s well-being has finally been recognised. But there are real and ongoing challenges for schools in developing effective practice in this area. To support schools in meeting their duties and changing their practice, NCB is bringing together for the first time the leading experts in the field to examine with head teachers, school governors, Children’s Services professionals and others what well-being is, what it means for schools and how these partnerships can improve outcomes across the range. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75983    

Including all of us - AU4 
Leeds, 26 November 2009

The aim of this course is to enable participants to develop a framework to ensure that children with complex health needs, children who require moving and handling and children with behaviour that challenges are safely included in services. Intended learning outcomes * Understand the balance between rights and risk; * Develop knowledge of policies and processes that need to be in place to include all children; * Identify the barriers and issues for these groups of children in accessing services; * Consider what further action is required in their own practice or setting to include all children 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76123  

Including all of us - AU5 
London, 18 March 2010
The aim of this course is to enable participants to develop a framework to ensure that children with complex health needs, children who require moving and handling and children with behaviour that challenges are safely included in services. Intended learning outcomes * Understand the balance between rights and risk; * Develop knowledge of policies and processes that need to be in place to include all children; * Identify the barriers and issues for these groups of children in accessing services; * Consider what further action is required in their own practice or setting to include all children 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76149  

Using Computer modelling to help plan and develop Age Appropriate Services in time for April 2010 
London, 6 November 2009
This one-day training session is suitable for planners, commissioners, analysts, CAMHS managers and clinicians. Areas which do not have a particular problem with meeting the new duty to provide Age appropriate Environments but want to learn how to use the 'Systems Model' to check they are making best use of resources are also most welcome and will find the day will help them. The Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments is available to use on the ChiMat website www.chimat.org.uk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76151 
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The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


