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ChiMat Knowledge Update

23 January 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  ChiMat Data Atlas updates
· GCE/VCE A/AS and equivalent examination results – the data are available at top level local authority.
· Child Health Profiles update – updated to include the latest data on children who have been bullied from the recently released tellus3 survey.
· Child well-being dataset – now available on the ChiMat data atlas. This presents data from the recently launched Local Index of Child-Wellbeing 2009, which represents the first attempt to create a small area index exclusively for children in England. The Index uses the methodology and approach applied to the Indices of Deprivation and has seven domains: material well-being; health; education; crime; housing; environment; children in Need. 
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
New!  ChiMat will be exhibiting at the conference – Strategically Measure Impacts & Outcomes – in London on Wednesday 28 January. Visit us at the ChiMat stand to find out  more about the Child and Maternal Health Observatory and see a demo of our website and online tools.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61159 
Join us at the ChiMat launch Conference 
Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: Conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health.
National Science Learning Centre, University of York, 26 February 2009 

The conference will include presentations from a range of influential strategic leaders and academic experts in the field of child and maternal health. There will be opportunity to meet and see demos from exhibitors including Centre for Excellence and Outcomes (C4EO); NHS Evidence; Commissioning Support Team; Connecting for Health; DCSF; DH; and others.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF  
Opportunties to work with ChiMat
We’re looking to strengthen and expand our team to deliver a challenging and exciting work programme for the coming year. We are recruiting the following roles: Programme Director; Business Manager; Web Developer; Administrator.
For more details about the roles and how to apply go to:
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_VACANCIES 
News


Young people get £3.8 million sports boost 
The Government has teamed up with 20 Premier League clubs in a £3.8 million partnership to offer thousands of young people the chance to get involved in four Olympic sports. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63807  

IVF hope after sperm test success 
Scientists have revealed details of a high-tech breakthrough which could help childless couples. Edinburgh University researchers have developed a method of testing the sperm quality before it is used for IVF. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63812  

'Needless' birth induction fears 
Concerns have been raised about pregnant women being induced "unnecessarily", after a Scottish audit of 17,000 births. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63813  

Heart test aids newborn babies 
Routine screening of newborn babies for a life-threatening heart problem can save lives, a Swedish study has found. Researchers found checking blood oxygen levels increased detection of a congenital heart defect which affects up to two in a thousand babies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63814  

Aid for postnatal depression 
The Guardian reports that “postnatal depression, which affects 13% of mothers and can lead to suicide, could be treated without drugs, and even prevented”. The newspaper said new research suggests that new mothers could benefit from the support of health visitors and other women who have had postnatal depression. This article explores the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63816  

Premature infection blow 
“A treatment thought to improve a premature baby's chance of fighting infection does not actually provide any benefit,” BBC online reports. The news service says that a protein given to premature babies to boost their immune system does not improve their chances of survival, as was previously thought. This ‘behind the headlines article’ examines the evidence behind this report.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63817  

Parents demand more male childcare workers 
Parents in England are calling for more males to work in early years settings - and single mothers are leading the charge to ensure their children have contact with men in caring roles. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63855  

'Drink link' to premature birth 
Doctors say women who drink heavily early in a pregnancy - possibly before they know they are pregnant - may be raising the risk of premature delivery. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63864  


£1.4m Programme to tackle child obesity launched - Mind, Exercise, Nutrition... Do It! (MEND) Programme 
A new Welsh Assembly Government-funded programme designed to help overweight and obese children manage their weight and become fitter, healthier and happier will start being rolled out across Wales from today. The £1.4million scheme will target around 2,000 children aged between 7-13 years old and their families over the next three years. It’s the first time that this type of scheme for children will have run on a national level in any country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63865  

First NHS constitution launched 
The NHS Constitution for England - the first of its kind in the worlkd - was launched today (21 Jan 09). The Constitution will give power to patients and the public by bringing their existing rights together in one place so they know what they are legally entitled to - and how they can exercise their rights as well as understanding their responsibilities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63870  

Nearly a quarter of communities could be failing children 
New research reveals that nearly a quarter (22%) of people would miss a clear sign that a child may be at risk. The ICM research was commissioned by the British Association for Adoption & Fostering (BAAF) as part of their first ever national private fostering campaign - Somebody Else’s Child. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63877  

Support for mothers-to-be smokers 
Expectant mothers who smoke are being encouraged to kick the habit with the offer of £100 worth of Co-op food vouchers if they are successful. The scheme is being piloted in Greenstead, Colchester and in Harwich, by North East Essex NHS. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63921  

Doubt over child steroid tactic 
Giving younger children hospitalised with wheezing high doses of steroids may not help them, a study suggests. A specialist said that guidelines might be reconsidered in the light of the New England Journal of Medicine research. However, he said steroids could be "lifesavers" for older children and adults. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63924  

Pregnant drinking risks 
“Women who binge drink for the first three months of pregnancy have probably left it too late to benefit from giving up”, claims The Independent. The newspaper says a study shows that “the damaging effect of alcohol on pregnancy occurs during the first trimester, and cannot be reversed by stopping at that point”. The Daily Mail says that drinking in early pregnancy made an early birth 2.3 times more likely. This 'behind the headlines' report examines the evidence behind these stories. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63928  

NHS needs to fast track integrated care to survive credit contraction 
The NHS needs to develop integrated care faster to provide better, more cost effective care, a health policy think tank has said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63934  

Class "more critical than race" for disadvantaged children 
White working class children face discrimination because of their class, not their race, according to a report from a leading thinktank. The Runnymede Trust report argues that although economic background is the best indicator of life chances the debate on the white working class has been skewed to focus on race. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63943  


Cash for child medicine research 
Millions are to be spent on research to allow adult medicines be given more safely to children. The World Health Organisation and Unicef will spend a grant of almost $10m from the Gates Foundation to carry out more research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63945  

Ministers consider plan to expand free childcare 
Free childcare for up to 600,000 children under the age of three could be funded with money saved by tightening the rules on benefit claimants, under proposals being considered by ministers. The plans are part of a government attempt to deflect the criticism which surrounded a package of welfare reforms regarded as too draconian by critics who feared parents with very young children were being forced back to work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63946  


Guides and Practice
It doesn't have to happen [website] 
This Home Office website provides ideas, advice, support, access to campaign materials and best practice on how to engage young people and tackle knife crime in your area. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63851  

Inspiring leaders: leadership for quality 
This is the first national guidance on talent and leadership planning for the NHS. Strategic health authorities (SHAs) have a key role to play in fostering investment and collaboration so that the right conditions are in place for improving talent and leadership development. The guidance has been designed with four SHA health economies and system-wide engagement to provide a framework for developing talent and leadership plans. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63854  

Guidance for inspecting childminders and childcare settings with no children on roll 
The aim of this guidance is to assist inspectors when carrying out an inspection of providers registered on the Early Years Register and Childcare Register, if applicable, when there are no children on roll or no children present at the time of the inspection visit. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63878  

Managing risk in play provision: implementation guide 
In December 2008, the Government published the Play Strategy for England after an extensive consultation that overwhelmingly endorsed its vision of a public realm that is both safer for, and more welcoming of children playing out. This guide formalises the balance between the risks of injury with the benefit of children experiencing risk in play. It does this through a new process of risk–benefit assessment. The guidance sets out in clear, practical terms how the difficult balance between risk and fun can be achieved in play provision, through the decisions providers and managers make locally. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63936  


Tools and Data
Local Index of Child Well-being
The Child Well-being Index (CWI) represents the first attempt to create a small area index exclusively for children in England. The Index follows a similar approach, structure and methodology as that applied to the Indices of Deprivation and has seven domains: material well-being; health; education; crime; housing; environment; children in Need. Summary report and data available. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=63927 

Policy and Government Reports
Valuing people now: a new three-year strategy for people with learning disabilities 
Valuing people now sets out the Government's strategy for people with learning disabilities for the next three years following consultation. It also responds to the main recommendations in Healthcare for All, the independent inquiry into access to healthcare for people with learning disabilities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63805  

Valuing people now: the delivery plan 
The delivery plan sets out the governance structure and the actions, with timescales and responsibilities, that will be taken to support the implementation of Valuing people now: a new three-year strategy for people with learning disabilities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63806  

The NHS Constitution for England 
Subject to Parliamentary approval, all NHS bodies, and private and third-sector providers supplying NHS services in England will be required by law to take account of the Constitution in their decisions and actions. The Government will have a legal duty to renew the Constitution every 10 years. No Government will be able to change the Constitution, without the full involvement of staff, patients and the public. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63884 

The NHS Constitution: securing the NHS today for generations to come [website] 
This area of the Department of Health's website is dedicated to information on the NHS Constitution. Information provided includes background on the constitution, a handbook to it, a statement of accountability and documents related to its development and inception. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63883  



Reports
Narrowing the gap in outcomes for vulnerable groups - the messages that matter...to narrow the gaps 
This overview captures the key messages from data and research findings obtained from the Narrowing the Gap research review work completed by NFER between June 2007 and August 2008. The research has been commissioned by the Local Government Association. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63811  

Stuck in the middle: the importance of supporting six to 13 year olds. Action for Children Briefing 
The years between six and 13 are crucial for children – particularly the most vulnerable. The risks and challenges for the most vulnerable – problems with behaviour, drug or alcohol dependency, not doing well in school – can impact the rest of their lives. As part of this research, Action For Research spoke to the most vulnerable children in this age group. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63874  

Emotional wellbeing and social mobility – a new urgency to the debate.  Action for Children Briefing
Initial research for Action for Children shows that emotional wellbeing became 4.5 times more important as a factor determining social mobility for people born in 1970 compared to those born in 1958. Every indicator suggests it will be even more important for children born now. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63875  


The transition to adulthood: keeping disabled young people at the centre. Action for Children Briefing 
This briefing looks at how transition services need to support disabled young people and their families through their transition from childhood to adulthood. It describes the importance of responsive, flexible, high-quality services and contains a number of case studies showing the benefits Action for Children’s services are currently delivering for disabled young people and their families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63876  

Enhancing child safety and online technologies: Final Report of the internet safety technical task force to the multi-state working group on social networking of state attorneys general of the United States 
The Internet Safety Technical Task Force was created in February 2008 in accordance with the Joint Statement on Key Principles of Social Networking Safety announced in January 2008 by the Attorneys General Multi-State Working Group on Social Networking and MySpace. The scope of the Task Force's inquiry was to consider those technologies that industry and end users - including parents - can use to help keep minors safer on the Internet. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63879  

Evidence into action topical paper: Community learning for parenthood 
Given the strength of research evidence regarding the importance of the early years for children’s subsequent health, learning and behaviour – as well as for their longer-term adult health and wellbeing – there is now an imperative to make sure that this knowledge is widely available to parents and the general community. This paper is another in the Evidence-into-Action series of topical papers commissioned by the Australian Research Alliance for Children and Youth (ARACY) to support community-based service providers and organisations in building local capacity to improve early childhood health and development outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63888  

This is child poverty 
The government has made some progress in lifting children in Britain out of poverty and has promised to halve child poverty by 2010 and end it by 2020. Yet, one in three children in the UK now live in poverty, and the figures are rising again. In June and July 2008, Citizens Advice asked parents across England and Wales to tell their experiences of struggling to make ends meet, and to show how this impacts on their children. This report presents some of these stories in order to provide an insight into the financial, emotional and physical impact of poverty on children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63890  

Out of the shadows? A review of the responses to recommendations made in Pushed into the Shadows: young people’s experience of adult mental health facilities 
‘Pushed into the Shadows’ made 20 recommendations, five focusing on the work to avoid admissions of young people on to adult wards, the remainder aimed at ensuring children and young people were safe if they are admitted to adult wards. ‘Out of the Shadows?’ sets out the progress made so far by Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) and mental health trusts in meeting those recommendations. It also shows what needs to be done if the Government’s commitment is to be met, and gives advice on how children and young people should be treated if they are admitted to adult wards in the meantime. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63893  

Transforming lives: improving the life chances and focussing the energies of children and young people through sport 
This paper is one of a series of five papers aimed at policymakers and practitioners who are looking to use the ‘power of sport’ to help shape their local areas and to advocate the value of sport with partners to deliver local objectives. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63895  


Across the Pond: lessons from the US on integrated healthcare 
Integrated care has long been something of a holy grail for the NHS: though it is everyone agrees is desirable, there is less agreement on how to overcome the very real challenges to implementation. In response to this, and the recent Government announcement of the establishment of integrated care pilots, the Nuffield Trust is undertaking a growing programme of work on integrated care combining seminars, research, briefing papers and advisory work. This report, combines first-hand observations of how integrated care operates ‘across the pond’ in the United States, with suggested lessons for the UK’s health system. These lessons are important for policy-makers and for health and social care managers; they will be built on by further Trust work during 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63935  


Resources
Beacons email bulletin [Winter 2009] 
This quarterly bulletin gives a comprehensive round-up of The Beacon Scheme. It includes all the latest news and events, expert advice provided by consultants and beacons, case studies and feature articles on beacons best practice and guidance and research on the scheme. This issue includes information on innovation, offender rehabilitation, care, and children's services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63809  

Dads-Space [website] 
Dads' Space 1-2-1 is a virtual child contact centre that provides a web-based communication service for fathers who are separated from their children. It provides information and advice to all fathers through content on www.dads-space.com and through the Help Desk service. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63937  



Research:
Integrating children's services in England: national evaluation of children's trusts 
This evaluation concluded that Children's trusts enabled major changes to services in areas where local actors and organizations were motivated and empowered. In other areas the remit of children's trusts was often too broad and vague to overcome entrenched organizational and professional divisions and interests. Policymakers need to balance facilitation of change in areas with dynamic change agents with methods for ensuring that dormant areas and agencies are not left behind. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63939  
Systematic analysis of research underfunding in maternal and perinatal health 
This systematic review of research expenditure and priorities from national and international funding bodies suggests relative underinvestment in maternal/perinatal health. Contributing factors include the low political priority given to women's health, the challenging nature of clinical research in pregnancy, and research capacity dearth as a consequence of chronic underinvestment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63859  

Child development in the first three sweeps of the Millenium Cohort Study 
Determining why some children do better than others in the early years is a key issue for policy and is crucial in attempts to reduce inequalities. This MCS research examines differences in early child development by examining the factors associated with the cognitive and behavioral ability of children up to age 5 in the Millennium Cohort Study (MCS). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63886  

The relationship between poverty and childhood well-being in Great Britain 
Complementing evidence that childhood poverty negatively affects adult outcomes, the impact of poverty on well-being in late childhood is investigated empirically to help inform the targeting of policy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63892  

Children as public actors: navigating the tensions 
Drawing on comparative research with children's participation practitioners in Nicaragua and the United Kingdom, this study explores the thinking that guides their practice. Earlier models are considered inadequate to describe complex, multidimensional participation processes. Whilst several differences are observed, the key issues or tensions are similar in both countries. Fifteen tensions are discussed in three categories. Most are tensions between participation as social control and participation as empowerment, which apply to all marginalised groups, not just children. The second group is specific to children. Finally, there are tensions between process and product. It is suggested that practitioners could use this analysis to reappraise and improve practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63869  

The maternal Mediterranean dietary pattern is associated with a reduced risk of spina bifida in the offspring 
The objective of this study was to test the hypothesis whether a maternal dietary pattern is associated with the risk of spina bifida (SB) in the offspring. The Mediterranean dietary pattern seems to be associated with reduction in the risk of offspring being affected by SB. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63861  

High maternal vitamin E intake by diet or supplements is associated with congenital heart defects in the offspring 
To study associations between maternal dietary and supplement intake of antioxidants vitamin E, retinol and congenital heart defects (CHDs). The study concluded that high maternal vitamin E by diet and supplements is associated with an increased risk of CHD offspring. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63862  

Uterine and umbilical artery Doppler are comparable in predicting perinatal outcome of growth-restricted fetuses 
This objective was to compare umbilical and uterine artery Doppler in predicting outcome of pregnancies suspected of fetal growth restriction (FGR). It concluded that Doppler examinations of the uterine and/or the umbilical arteries seem to be comparable as predictors of outcome in pregnancies complicated by FGR. Including uterine artery Doppler in the surveillance of growth-restricted fetuses might detect a group of pregnancies at high risk, even though the umbilical artery Doppler was normal. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63863  

Emotional, behavioural and social correlates of missing values for BMI 
To examine the emotional, behavioural and social correlates of missing values for body mass index (BMI) in a nationally representative sample of Portuguese youth. Findings suggest that those with missing values for BMI tend to have poorer body image, poorer health behaviours and poorer social networks. These results have implications for potential bias in the results of studies that do not account for missing BMI. Researchers studying eating disorders including obesity continue to use information on body mass index (BMI) calculated on the basis of self-reported weight and height. However, little attention has been paid to those who have been excluded from analysis because of missing data on BMI. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63929  


Parent based language intervention for 2-year-old children with specific expressive language delay: a randomised controlled trial 
This randomised controlled trial shows that a highly structured and very short parent based language intervention group programme is effective. The Heidelberg Parent-based Language Intervention is less expensive and time consuming than other published parent based language interventions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63930  

The relationship between maternal depression, in-home violence and use of physical punishment: what is the role of child behaviour? 
The researchers hypothesise that depressed mothers, particularly those exposed to violence, are more likely to practice physical punishment than non-depressed mothers, and that this effect will persist in the face of varying child behaviours. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63931  

Infant feeding, solid foods and hospitalisation in the first 8 months after birth [short reports] 
Most infants in the UK start solids before the recommended age of 6 months. This study assessed the independent effects of solids and breast feeding on the risk of hospitalisation for infection in term, singleton infants in the Millennium Cohort Study (n = 15 980). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63933  

Weighing and measuring primary school children: evaluation of the TRENDS model for implementation of Department of Health guidelines 
This paper describes the conduct and evaluation of the 2006 monitoring exercise – the National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP) –  in a 10% sample of Leeds primary schools. The evaluation showed that the exercise can be carried out with little disruption in schools and minimal distress for children. It includes a range of key recommendations for those implementing the NCMP. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63940  

Self-perception in overweight and obese children: a cross-sectional study 
The aim of this study was to examine the relationship between obesity and self-esteem in children in relation to specific domains of their self-perception, and further to explore the extent to which this may vary by gender and economic circumstances. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63941  


Consultations

Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet? 
The Scottish Government has published its draft response to the Concluding Observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child - Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet?. Deadline for comments is 2 March 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63393  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance for local authorities on supporting children and young people who go missing from home or care. The guidance serves to safeguard all runaways and to redress the imbalance that currently exists between services offered to runaways from the looked-after population and those who run from home. 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
This consultation seeks views on four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. Deadline date: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
You are invited to consult on the draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Psychological Therapies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on When to suspect child maltreatment is being developed by NICE for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations. 
Consultation dates: 16 December 2008 – 10 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62606  

Consultation on Statutory Guidance: The roles and responsibilities of the lead member for children's services and the director of children's services

This consultation seeks views on updated statutory guidance that explains the roles of the lead member and director of children's services and how working together as a team, they can be most effective in driving clear improvements in outcomes for children and young people. Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61020
Consultation on the Implementation in England of the EU School Milk Scheme

This consultation seeks views on the range of milk products offered under the EU School Milk Scheme and the future of the national top-up. Deadline: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61021
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Consultation

This consultation seeks views on changes to the code of practice, revised consent forms and presentation of clinic data for human fertilisation and embryology procedures.

Deadline date:  18 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61060

Events and Training


ContinYou’s annual conference 2009. Changing lives through learning - How can we work together to tackle the inequality gap? 
Stratford upon Avon, 23-24 March 2009
This major two-day conference will focus on sharing best practice and fresh thinking about how to tackle the inequality gap and improve outcomes for children and young people in your locality. In a rapidly changing policy and economic landscape, the event will explore how schools, local authorities and partner organisations can work collaboratively to narrow the widening gap in educational achievement and tackle broader inequalities in health, life chances and social mobility. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63880  

What research tells us about Workforce Development 
Leeds, 10 March 2009
This joint conference with CWDC will provide an opportunity for those working in and leading the children's voluntary and community sector to hear the latest research about workforce development, share best practice and consider how they might apply learning in terms of raising standards and getting up to date on the latest requirements and regulations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63881  
From the Heart 
London, 19 March 2009
VCS organisations, local and national commissioners and government policy makers and influencers will gather to attend a national conference in London which will include: Profile the contribution of small organisations to government initiatives such as the Children's Plan. Reinforce with statutory partners, particularly commissioners, small organisations' essential contribution improving outcomes for children, young people and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63882  

Transforming the youth workforce 
London, 10 February 2009
In ‘Aiming High' the Ten Year Youth Strategy, Government promised to ‘transform facilities and support services for young people in England'. This event will provide the forum to hear the latest current government thinking and explore the most up to date ideas on developing a workforce that can help young people achieve their fullest potential. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63938 
Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: Conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health.
National Science Learning Centre, University of York, 26 February 2009 

The conference will include presentations from a range of influential strategic leaders and academic experts in the field of child and maternal health. You will learn how ChiMat can support effective planning, commissioning and delivery of children’s services. Hear about, see demos and discuss a range of national child health information initiatives… 

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF  
Bottom of Form

All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


