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ChiMat Knowledge Update

20 March 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

Updates to ChiMat data atlas
· New!  Key stage 2 attainment data added to ChiMat data atlas
The data is for Maths, English and Science and is available by gender, ethnicity, English as a first language, eligibility for free school meals and special educational needs. This can be found in the school aged children theme and is available at top tier Local Authority level.
· Teenage conception data for 2005-07. This is provisional data and is available at Local Authority level only. 

· GP registered population, available at PCT level

· GCSE results for 2007/08, available at Local Authority level
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
Update to ‘Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments’
The runtime version of this model has been updated. It now includes a ‘save as’ button allowing you to save different versions as you devise and test plans to improve your services to meet the needs of under-18s with severe mental health problems. (If you have already installed this tool, downloading this updated version will automatically replace the earlier version.) 
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMTSMOD 

European Data Atlas 
We have added a european atlas to the ChiMat Data Atlas. The first dataset available is the Index of Child Well-being in Europe which provides a comparison of child well-being in the 27 countries of the European Union and Norway and Iceland. http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT1 
Demographic Profile added to ChiMat Needs Assessment toolkit
This new module – demographic profile – is available for PCTs and Local Authorities and includes data on population, births, infant mortality and deprivation.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 

Council unlawfully limiting services to disabled children 
A ruling in the High Court has signalled that the use of an "eligibility criteria" to limit access to disabled children's services can be unlawful. The court found in favour of a young disabled man and his mother who had seen their package of services halved since Islingon Borough Council introduced the criteria framework in 2007. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66191   

Baby bottle chemical is removed 
The makers of babies' bottles in the US are to remove a controversial chemical from their products, amid growing concern over its possible effects. The six manufacturers say they are reacting to consumer demand by removing Bisphenol A (BPA) from their bottles. But they will continue selling bottles containing BPA in the UK, a decision which has angered campaigners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66192  

MPs criticise lack of evidence in government’s health inequality strategy 
MPs have criticised the government for introducing policies to tackle health inequalities in the NHS in England without good evidence to support them and with inadequate evaluation. The health select committee warned in a report published this week, "All too often governments rush in with insufficient thought, do not collect adequate data at the beginning about the health of the population which will be affected by the policies, do not have clear objectives, make numerous changes to the policies and its objectives and do not maintain the policy long enough to know whether it has worked." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66194   

£4m boost for 'P Plate' adult social workers 
£1,000 each for newly qualified adult social workers and their supervisors for extra support in the first year of practice Newly qualified adult social workers will soon be offered more support throughout their first year of practice, with a £4 million injection of funding announced by Care Services Minister Phil Hope. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66225  

New agency for a new era in mental health 
A new agency to ensure national mental health policies bring about real improvements for patients and carers will start work on 1 April, Care Services Minister Phil Hope announced today. The new agency - the National Mental Health Development Unit - will succeed the current National Institute for Mental Health in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66226  

Ofsted: 40% of SCRs in past six months inadequate 
Almost 40% of serious case reviews assessed by Ofsted in the past six months have been deemed inadequate, according to figures released by the inspectorate. They showed that of 115 SCRs evaluated from September 2008 to February 2009, 24 were good, 47 adequate and 44 inadequate, representing 38% of the total. The figures show a consistent picture of SCR quality over time, with 38 out of 92 SCRs (41%) from April 2007 to August 2008 deemed inadequate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66278  

Free gym classes for under-fives 
Plans to provide free gym memberships to thousands of children under the age of five to halt rising obesity levels have been announced in Merseyside. Activities for babies and toddlers, including dancing and basic ball exercises, will be offered at fitness centres run by Liverpool City Council. The council believes Liverpool is the first city in the UK to offer such a wide ranging programme. About 65,000 children will benefit from the scheme, the council said. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66279  

Surgeons have insufficient experience to operate on children, report warns 
Some local paediatric services may be forced to close if surgeons who operate on children cannot get the necessary experience to maintain their skills, the Royal College of Surgeons has warned. Its warning follows a critical report from the Healthcare Commission revealing that most surgeons in England and Wales who operate on children in common specialties are failing to carry out the recommended minimum level of 100 procedures involving children a year. In addition, most anaesthetists are falling short of the recommended 20 consultations with children each year. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66281  

Collaboration on children’s health has some way to go, experts warn 
Progress on government plans to improve the health of children in England through better collaboration among various agencies is stalling because of cultural differences within central and local government, MPs have been warned. Experts on children’s health have welcomed moves to boost collaboration across health and social care services for children but are sceptical about how easy this will be to achieve. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66321  

Vetting and barring scheme faces more delays 
The government has further delayed its vetting and barring scheme for staff working with children and vulnerable adults. The scheme is intended to keep a check on people who work with vulnerable groups and bar anyone who may pose a threat to those groups. Those who do pose a threat will go on the Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) list to ensure they do not get similar work elsewhere. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66322  

Judge urges national eligibility guidelines for children's social care 
A High Court judge has called for new national guidelines on eligibility criteria in children’s services after finding a council used criteria unlawfully to reduce the care offered to a disabled child. Mrs Justice Black said determining access to services was a “very complex area" requiring compliance with a number of legal duties. She said there was a “pressing need” for equivalent guidelines to those already available in adult social care - the Department of Health’s Fair Access to Care Services - published in 2003. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66327  

Poll reveals young people with mental health problems still not getting support 
A new poll by the charity YoungMinds of young people with mental health problems reveals three quarters were offered no support when waiting for treatment. With Government figures showing 4,842 young people with mental health problems waiting over 13 weeks last year for treatment these are shocking figures. Being placed on a waiting list can make people feel despondent and uncertain as to where to turn to for help. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66332  

Healthcare watchdog calls for action to improve specialist care at Birmingham children's hospital 
The Healthcare Commission today (Friday) called for action to address concerns about the quality of some specialist care at Birmingham Children's Hospital NHS Foundation Trust (BCH). The Commission published a report of the Trust's services, carried out at the request of Health Secretary Alan Johnson in response to an article in The Observer newspaper in November. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66335  

Sir Paul Beresford MP: The key to child safety 
Conservative MP Sir Paul Beresford outlines the principles of his Protection of Children (Encrypted Material) Bill. This short Bill is designed to give greater protection to children by raising the penalty for failing to provide the 'key' to encrypted data to the police when requested. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66336  


Guides and Practice

Reduce the risk of cot death (2009 edition) 
This leaflet provides advice to parents on how to reduce the risk of cot death. Since parents and carers have been following the risk reduction advice, the number of babies dying has fallen by over 70%. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66185  

Alcohol price Q&A 
A proposal for a minimum price for alcohol has been made by the Chief Medical Officer (CMO). Newspapers have reported that Sir Liam Donaldson, the CMO for England, has recommended that there should be a minimum price of 50p per unit of alcohol in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66189  

Losing Leah – Don’t Let it Happen to You. DVD targetting teens 
The UK’s leading cot death charity, The Foundation for the Study of Infant Deaths (FSID), has released a new DVD to promote safe sleep advice to parents whose babies are at greatest risk of cot death The film, Losing Leah – Don’t Let it Happen to You, shows the tragic consequences of drinking, smoking and sharing a bed with a baby and will be given to professionals targeting vulnerable teenage parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66330  

Staying safe: accident prevention and home safety 
Resources and guidance on preventing accidents and injuries to children in the home 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66339  

CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment): Case studies 
This is a library of England's and the world's best building and spaces. It contains over 200 case studies on buildings, including schools, hospitals, children's hospices, play centres and nurseries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66340  


Policy and Government Reports

150 years of the annual report of the Chief Medical Officer: On the state of public health 2008 
The Chief Medical Officer’s Annual Report 2008 draws attention to major health challenges requiring immediate action, and details progress made in key areas identified in previous annual reports. The report calls for a new focus on 'passive drinking', and that it should be taken seriously. It also draws attention to the quality of advice and support given to men diagnosed with prostate cancer. Additionally, it highlights the extent of chronic pain, antimicrobial resistance and the use of simulation to prepare doctors for the real world. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66186 

Health inequalities: third report of session 2008-09. Volume 1: report, together with formal minutes 
This report from the House of Commons Health Committee shows that whilst the health of all groups in England is improving, over the last ten years health inequalities between the social classes have widened with the health of the rich improving more quickly than that of the poor. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66187  

Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC): core offer 
The Core Offer sets out in one place a national statement of expectations for how disabled children and their families will be informed and involved as their needs are assessed and the necessary services are delivered. br/>The Core Offer covers: Information and Transparency; Assessment; Participation and Feedback.  The standards in the Core Offer provide clarity on what entitlements and services disabled children, young people and their families can expect in every area. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66227 

Disabled children's national indicator 
The disabled children's services national indicator (NI 54) will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to core offer standards. The new indicator will be a core part of performance management arrangements aimed at improving the quality of services for disabled children. This is a key priority of the Child Health and Well-being Public Service Agreement (PSA12). This indicator is included in the National Indicator Set (NIS) and the NHS Operating Framework Vital Signs indicator set. 
Two leaflets, one for stakeholders and one for parents, have been produced to give further information on the disabled children's services national indicator (NI 54) and the indicator survey. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66331  


Reports


A systematic review of the evidence base for developing a physical activity and health legacy from the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games 
A team of experts from Canterbury Christ Church University in Kent were commissioned by the Department of Health, and partly funded by NHS London, to analyse the potential impact of the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympics Games on physical activity, sports participation and health. This report presents their conclusions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66188  

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children: perceptions of senior stakeholders on how public organisations have responded to Section 11 of the Children Act 2004 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) commissioned Ipsos MORI to conduct a survey among those agencies that have a statutory duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children under section 11 of the Children Act 20041. The survey aimed to understand senior stakeholders’ views of the extent of progress made to date towards achieving the standards set out in the guidance, as well as any barriers experienced. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66190  

Perception of children on parenting practices 
Children generally do not get the opportunity to take part in decisions that influence their lives such as decisions to withdraw children from school, send children to work, marry girls off at an early age or sell their children. Most girls and boys do not like physical and psychological punishment. These are some of the findings from the study focused on parenting styles for children in the age range of 8–16 years, as parenting education is generally not provided for parents of girls and boys in this age range in South Asia.. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66223  

Bordering on concern: child trafficking in Wales 
This research was commissioned by the Office of the Children’s Commissioner Wales to consider what evidence base there is for child trafficking in Wales. Whilst there is significant anecdotal evidence1, so far there has been a lack of baseline data on children who have been trafficked, into, within and out of Wales. This research aims to address that gap and builds on research ECPAT UK has already conducted in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66224  

Consultation practices used in planning children’s services 
The Local Government Association (LGA) commissioned the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to conduct a study examining the consultation practices used in developing Children and Young People’s Planss. A particular focus of the study was to examine the extent to which consultation practices had evolved since the first plans were produced. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66323  

England's children's services: the envy of the world? 
Despite the bad press dished out to children's social services in England, there's much that other countries could learn from the way we do things. The suggestion that child protection is something that we should be proud of may raise some eyebrows so recently after the Laming and Doncaster reports. But in my opinion we have really mature procedures, systems and people. That is not to be misinterpreted as a claim that all is well and we don't need to further improve. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66325  

CPAG launches manifesto to end child poverty 'in ten steps' 
The Child Poverty Action Group today launched a new manifesto to mark the 10th anniversary of the government's pledge to end child poverty, offering "ten steps" to meet the target. While 600,000 children have been lifted out of poverty in a decade, the government looks set to miss its target to halve child poverty by 2010. The CPAG report criticises the slow progress in achieving this goal and says some policy has actively undermined progress. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66326  

Ofsted inspects 
Ofsted has reviewed its practices and produced Ofsted inspects - a framework to promote improvement in the services it inspects, improve engagement with providers and users, provide greater consistency and integration to its inspection and regulation and target inspection resources where they will have the greatest impact. Ofsted inspects draws on best practice from across Ofsted and will provide a consistent and coherent approach to its work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66329  

Fathers: Speech by Beverley Hughes 
This is a transcript of the speech by Children's Minister Beverley Hughes in Manchester on 16 March 2009. She talks about considering fathers in the delivery of policies and services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66334  

 
Tools and Data 


DWP: Directory of statistical sources: Families and children 
This directory of statistical sources is a collection of links to websites that will be useful to local authorities and other users of DWP statistics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66338  



Research

'What troubled children need' constructions of everyday life in residential care 
This article argues that key values of child protection work are not the appropriate point of departure for contemplating the welfare of children in professional care. Central values, such as 'comfort', 'recognition' or 'appreciation' say very little about the social practices of residential care. Using data from an ethnographic study in Denmark, the article demonstrates that ideas about the needs of troubled children are realised in dissimilar ways, creating highly different living environments for institutionalised children. The principles behind these construction processes are explored, and the profound ambiguity of values in childcare is discussed as an effect of residential care's being an 'institutional' or 'human service' type of organisation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66282  


Investing in interagency training to safeguard children: An act of faith or an act of reason? 
Since the 1970s, interagency training has been considered crucial for developing effective collaborative practice, initially in relation to child protection, and latterly, to safeguarding children's welfare. Charting the history of interagency training in England, this paper aims to demonstrate how, despite limited attention being paid to its evaluation, the role of training has expanded in terms of both content and target audience. This raises questions about the evidence base upon which investment in interagency training is founded. Drawing on the limited literature and experiences of interagency trainers, the authors question whether this investment is an act of faith or reason. They conclude that a belief in the value of training different disciplines together persists, despite little being known about the way in which interagency training improves practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66283  


Consultations

Consultation: Safeguarding children and young people who may be affected by gang activity 
The Government is committed to publishing good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. The guidance is supplementary to, and should be used in conjunction with, the Government’s statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006). This supplementary guidance is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm. Closing date: 19 June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66324  

Bottom of Form

Children's environment and health strategy for the United Kingdom: a consultation document 
The Children's Environment and Health Strategy for the United Kingdom (UK) makes recommendations as to the areas that may need to be addressed in order to meet the UK's commitments to the Children's Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe (CEHAPE) and further improve children's environmental health in the UK. Feedback is currently being sought from interested parties on the Children's Environment and Health Strategy for the UK. 
Deadline for responses: 13 June 2008 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66044 
Consultation on Health Technical Memorandum 01-01: Decontamination of reusable medical devices - Parts B, C and D 
This consultation seeks views on a best practice guide on the use of decontamination equipment used to reprocess reusable medical devices. Deadline date: 29 May 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65749  

Get involved in Essex 
Get involved and help improve specialist care for newborn babies in Essex Parents, local people and professionals across Essex are being asked for their views on the new proposals for improving specialist care for premature and sick babies in the county. A series of discussion events are being held across Essex between now and the end of May. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66034  

The effectiveness and costs of behavioural approaches to the management of sleep and behaviour problems among disabled children 
Does your job involve supporting or working with families with a disabled child who has a sleep or behaviour problem? Please click on the link to complete the brief questionnaire about interventions/services for parents of disabled children with sleep or behaviour problems. This project is investigating the effectiveness and costs of behavioural approaches to the management of sleep and behaviour problems among disabled children. The study is being funded by the newly established, government funded Centre for Excellence in Outcomes in Children and Young People's Services (C4EO). SPRU is collaborating with the Personal Social Services Research Unit at the University of Kent on this project. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65544    

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
Deadline: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  
Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  



Events and Training

2nd annual sexual health & young people symposium: Revitalising the teenage pregnancy strategy 
London, 9 June 2009
After several years of encouraging progress indicating that teenage pregnancy rates were the lowest they have been in over two decades, the latest statistics released by the National Audit Office confirmed a rise in conception rates nationally in 2007. Acknowledging the disappointing figures, the Government has pledged an extra £20.5m to bolster the delivery of the long-term Teenage Pregnancy Strategy and to address inadequate support and access to contraception for teenagers.  The Second Annual Sexual Health and Young People Symposium, hosted by the Centre for Parliamentary Studies, offers a timely opportunity for local practitioners and stakeholders to examine the Government’s latest package of measures and assess their impact on teenage pregnancy strategies at the local level. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66276  

The Children’s Plan – what it really means for you 
London, 10 June 2009
This day is aimed at all senior staff, headteachers, members of the leadership team and governors in schools, and at local authority staff working directly with schools for improvement. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=66333 
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


