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ChiMat Knowledge Update

20 February 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New! Infant Mortality Profiles
A new addition to our Child Health Profiles tool, these infant mortality profiles for primary care trusts (PCTs) have been developed by ChiMat with the Department of Health National Support Team for Infant Mortality. They provide key indicators to help support the Implementation plan for reducing health inequalities in infant mortality: a good practice guide.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT4 
Systems Model for Planning Age Appropriate Environments
Now available through the ChiMat website, the Systems Planning Model has been designed to help areas to be ready for the implementation of the duty to provide an ‘Age Appropriate Environment’. The model is aimed at Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS) and Adult Mental Health Services (AMHS) commissioners, providers, planners and analysts. It enables you to devise and test plans to improve your services to meet the needs of under-18s with severe mental health problems. It is part of the NIMHE 2007 Mental Health Act Implementation Programme, Children and Young People’s workstream.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHMTSMOD 
ChiMat Data Atlas updates
· Infant mortality profiles added
· Breastfeeding prevalence rates at 6/8 weeks for Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 of 2008/9 
· GCE/VCE A/AS and equivalent examination results
· Child Health Profiles update
· Child well-being dataset – now available on the ChiMat data atlas. This presents data from the recently launched Local Index of Child-Wellbeing 2009, which represents the first attempt to create a small area index exclusively for children in England. 
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
News
ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them. 

Keeping Children Safe Bulletin: Issue six 
This bulletin includes information on some common issues arising from the Baby P case, Lord Laming's inquiry into progress on implementing the Victoria Climbie Inquiry recommendations, the latest on moving forward with a new child trafficking assessment tool, preventing bullying in schools, encouraging youngsters to fight knife crime and the Government’s campaign to alert young people to the dangers of taking cocaine. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64865   

Targeted child protection inspections 
The Scottish Government has unveiled a new cycle of targeted child protection inspections aimed at driving up standards in struggling areas. An expert group is currently reviewing child protection guidance in Scotland. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64868  

Cafcass receives fourth damning inspection in a year 
Cafcass has received its fourth damning inspection report from Ofsted in a year. The Birmingham and Black Country service was rated inadequate overall after inspectors found it was failing to meet minimum standards in key services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64887  

Leeds says job cuts will not hit frontline children's services 
Leeds City Council has insisted that frontline services for children and young people will not be seriously affected by recent job cuts forced upon it by the recession. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64888  

Children are main victims of recession 
Children and young people have become major victims of the recession, according to a new survey by The Children's Society. Teenagers are finding it hard to get a job, many children say their parents have been thrown out of work, and that adults are talking anxiously about the downturn. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64889  

Breastfed baby risk investigated 
Doctors are launching a first study across UK and Ireland into the scale of potentially fatal dehydration in breastfed babies. Severe hypernatraemic dehydration is a rare but potentially fatal condition.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64890  

New cannabis campaign shows teenagers the uninvited side effects 
A new hard hitting TV, radio and online FRANK advertising campaign that shows how cannabis can mess with your mind has been launched. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64891  

Urgent action needed in light of Joseph Rowntree Foundation Research 
End Child Poverty demands Government action in light of new Joseph Rowntree Foundation research 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64926  

Disabled children sue Corby Council over 'toxic fumes' 
Disabled children and young people who claim their disabilities were caused by toxic fumes from a chemical plant have launched a multi-million pound court case against Corby Council. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64929  

Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill [news release 
Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill provides the first complete overhaul of Apprenticeships legislation for nearly 200 years. The new legislation will put apprenticeships on a statutory basis, establish the entitlement to an apprenticeship place for every suitably qualified young person who wants one and will ensure a good quality apprenticeship for apprentices and employers alike. For babies and young children, the Bill will place new duties on local authorities to ensure that they ensure that sufficient Sure Start Children’s Centres are provided to meet local needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64949  

Study highlights lack of awareness about TB in pregnancy 
A national study to be published in BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology has highlighted a lack of awareness about Tuberculosis (TB) in pregnancy. The study found that ethnic minority women, particularly those who have recently arrived in the UK, are most commonly affected. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64978  

Heart disease linked to increase in maternal death in the UK 
A new article to be published in BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology examines the link between heart disease and rising maternal mortality rates in the UK. The authors investigate why maternal mortality rates have risen and make recommendations to reverse this trend. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64979  

Child protection chaos feared 
Child protection arrangements could be thrown into chaos if directors of children's services (DCSs) are banned from chairing local safeguarding children boards, senior council figures have warned. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=6498 1 

Health strategy waters down school nurse vow 
Concerns have been raised that the government has abandoned a policy to ensure each secondary school in England has a specialist school nurse by 2010. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64982  

Teens hold the key to quitting 
The results of a survey conducted on teenagers with parents that smoke reveal that 46 percent of those interviewed are more worried about their parents smoking than anything else in their lives 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64983  

NHS 'lacking' on child protection 
wo thirds of hospitals do not routinely check if children have child protection orders when they arrive in A&E, research suggests. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64984  

Baby hip screening plan 'failing' 
More than half of England's primary care trusts have no policy to screen newborns for hip problems, an investigation finds. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64985  

Children's Workforce Network (CWN) functional map 
On behalf of the Children's Workforce Network (CWN), the IQF team have recently completed a project to develop a functional map for the children and young people's workforce. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64987  

'Inadequate' authority recruits senior staff to improve children's services 
Surrey County Council, which was judged as "inadequate" for safeguarding in its last Ofsted annual performance assessment, has recruited two senior staff to its children, schools and families team. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64993  

Hope over peanut allergy 'cure' 
A group of children with peanut allergies have had their condition cured after being desensitised, doctors believe. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65009  

Second Baby P doctor is suspended 
The General Medical Council suspends a second doctor who saw Baby P 14 times before his death, the BBC learns. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65010  

Girl, 14, burnt in tanning salon 
A health and safety probe is launched after a teenager suffers first degree burns using an unmanned tanning salon. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65011  

Baby P: GSCC confirms interim suspensions for social workers 
The General Social Care Council has confirmed it has suspended two social workers at Haringey Council while officials investigate their actions concerning the family of Baby P. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65019  

Children's Minister: £18 million to help keep children 'safe at home' 
£18 million has been awarded to the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) to run ‘Safe at Home’, a National Home Safety Equipment Scheme, until March 2011. Safe At Home will be delivered through local schemes run by partners such as Sure Start Children’s Centres, local authorities and Primary Care Trusts. RoSPA-trained staff will make home visits to assess individual family needs, and will then tailor-make a package of equipment and practical home safety advice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65042  

'Cure for peanut allergies' 
“Children with severe peanut allergies have been cured,” The Daily Telegraph has reported. This was one of several newspaper articles reporting on a study of a treatment to make four allergic boys less sensitive to peanuts. This 'behind the headlines' report explores the evidence behind this article. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65051  


Guides and Practice

Factsheet: childcare - Administration of medication to children in registered childcare 
This factsheet explains Ofsted's interpretation of the legal requirements for the administration of medication to children in registered childcare. It is part of a suite of childcare factsheets available via the Ofsted website. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64880 

New Medline Topic Page: Postpartum Care 
Visit the new MedlinePlus Health Topic page on postpartum care. Taking home a new baby is one of the happiest times in a woman's life. But it also presents both physical and emotional challenges. Get as much rest as possible. You may find that all you can do is eat, sleep and care for your baby. And that is perfectly okay... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64892  

STEPS 
A small national charity supporting children and adults affected by a lower limb condition such as clubfoot or a hip condition. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64986  


A Patient’s Journey - Coeliac disease in childhood 
An 11 year old boy explains how coeliac disease affects him, and his parents tell of the obstacles to the diagnosis 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65013  


Policy and Government Reports

Combating the sexual exploitation of children and child pornography 
The European Parliament has adopted a report calling for the criminalisation of all types of sexual abuse of children including grooming. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64869  

Children and young people's plan guidance 2009 
New non-statutory CYPP guidance for local authorities has been published to help achieve the aims of the Children's Plan. The new guidance replaces previous guidance on the Children and Young People's Plan issued in 2005 and 2007. It brings together the 2005 and 2007 CYPP regulations in one place, reflects the new performance management arrangements including Local Area Agreements, and sets out the proposed legislative changes for 2011. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64946  

Apprenticeships, skills, children and learning bill 
The UK Government has announced the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill, which will put Children’s Trust Boards on a statutory footing and extend the duty to co-operate to promote children’s well-being to include schools. It will also place new duties on local authorities to ensure that sufficient Sure Start Children’s Centres are provided to meet local needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64950  

Healthcare in prisons 
Three reports published this month highlight the continuing failure to provide adequate health care for prisoners and young offenders in the UK. Health services are found to vary in quality, and concerns are raised about access to appropriate primary and specialist care, particularly for those with mental health disorders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65020  


Reports

Progress towards integrated working: 2007-2008 evaluation 
The second annual evaluation of progress towards implementing integrated working provides an overview nationally and locally of progress in the use of integrated tools, practices and processes across the country. The self-assessment evaluation shows a real move from piloting integrated working towards systematic implementation across local areas and 89% of strategic leads reported substantial or tremendous progress in implementing integrated working in the twelve months leading up to June 2008. Links to executive summary; full report; and regional results. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64830  

Ending child poverty in a changing economy 
Despite tough times ahead, there is still political consensus around the goal to end child poverty. Based on new projections taking account of the recession, the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has updated its assessment of what it will take to meet the government targets to halve child poverty by 2010 and eradicate it by 2020. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64927  

Micro-simulating child poverty in 2010 and 2020 
The 2008 Pre-Budget Report (PBR) said that 'the Government will take stock of progress towards its 2010 and 2020 child poverty target in the [2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64928  

What is needed to end child poverty in 2020? Round up: reviewing the evidence 
How realistic is the government's pledge to end child poverty by 2020? The strategy is hugely ambitious and progress has stalled. This Round-up draws on the findings of seven reports about how to take forward different aspects of a child poverty strategy; examines the impact of current policy; and suggests what is needed to ensure the target is met. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64931  

Ending severe child poverty. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
This report asks what a focus on severe child poverty adds to our understanding of child poverty and what it may suggest in terms of future strategic approaches and policy solutions. With the government committed to their goal of ending child poverty by 2020 there are concerns that policy has not reached those families in the most severe poverty. A focus on severe poverty, in terms of persistence and depth of poverty, will add a critical dimension to our understanding. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64932  

Childcare and child poverty. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
An assessment of the critical role of childcare policies in ending child poverty by 2020. Over the past 10 years, great strides have been made in improving childcare, but more must be done to improve quality and to make childcare more affordable and available to the most disadvantaged groups. This report sets out how, with further improvements, childcare policy can continue to play a key role not just in reducing poverty for today's children, but also in improving outcomes and preventing poverty for the next generation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64933  

Tackling child poverty when parents cannot work. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
An overview and analysis of current policy approaches that support incomes of parents who are unable to work, focusing on maternity, short-term sickness and unemployment and on issues surrounding disability and caring. The report describes the current strengths and weaknesses in policy provision to combat child poverty when parental employment is constrained and is a timely analysis given the approaching 2010 deadline for halving child poverty from 1999 levels. The analysis uses original and unique tax-benefit modelling of current provision across a range of low-paid and out-of-work family profiles. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64936  

The effects of discrimination on families in the fight to end child poverty. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
This report focuses on the discrimination experienced by families living in poverty in the UK ('povertyism'), examining the barriers preventing them from enjoying equal access to fundamental economic and social rights. Current thinking, in the national and international poverty debate, is that the question of rights, and their absence, is linked to poverty. Povertyism perpetuates a lack of knowledge and understanding about the lives of people experiencing poverty. The resulting policy approach leads to a denial of their basic human rights. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64937  

Parental qualifications and child poverty in 2020. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
This report looks at how the anticipated changes in qualifications and in the occupational and sectoral distribution of employment will impact on the incidence of child poverty by 2020. The Leitch Review of Skills predicts that the working population should be better skilled by 2020, leading to an increase in the quality and quantity of jobs and a reduction in the risk of household poverty. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64938  

Addressing in-work poverty. Eradicating child poverty: the role of key policy areas 
This report describes how the rise of poverty among children in working-families is undermining the drive to end child poverty as a whole, and what can be done about it. The existence of 'in-work' poverty has only been officially recognised in the last couple of years. Yet the steady upward trend and number of children involved mean that it should be given high priority. The report includes an in-depth analysis of the progress that has been made on in-work poverty among children since the start of the government's poverty programme in the late 1990s. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64939  

Comprehensive Area Assessment: assessing children’s services and adult learning 
This document outlines how Ofsted will contribute to the joint inspectorate Comprehensive Area Assessment from 1 April 2009. This document should be read alongside the joint inspectorate Comprehensive Area Assessment framework which is available from the Audit Commission website. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64948  


Tools and Data

Mapping Tool to support Healthy Schools Plus 
This interactive mapping tool enables users to view the location of South West schools in relation to a set of indicators about the health of children. Data can be viewed as maps, charts and tables. Information is provided for different geographic areas: wards, lower tier and single tier authorities as well as top tier and single tier authorities. The tool also enables comparisons to be made between different areas, for example, North Devon and West Devon. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65046  


Research

Post-2010 Strategic Review of Health Inequalities: The Marmot review 
This page gives information on a review focusing on the social determinants of health and, in particular, the way they influence health inequalities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64866  

Asthma-specific Predictors of Smoking Onset in Adolescents with Asthma: A Longitudinal Study 
Despite even occasional smoking being more risky for adolescents with asthma, the smoking rate in this vulnerable population remains high. This is the first longitudinal study investigating asthma-specific predictors of smoking initiation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64943  

Parent Quality of Life in the Context of Pediatric Inflammatory Bowel Disease 
To describe the quality of life (QoL) of parents of youth with inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) and examine youth disease activity (DA) and youth QoL as predictors of parent QoL. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64944  

Effect of Peers and Friends on Youth Physical Activity and Motivation to be Physically Active 
To test whether the presence of a peer or a friend increases the motivation to be physically active in overweight and non-overweight youth in a laboratory setting. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64945  

Predictors of Diabetes-related Quality of Life after Transitioning to the Insulin Pump 
To examine family and individual psychosocial, medical, and demographic factors associated with improved diabetes-related quality of life (QOL) after transitioning to the insulin pump among youth with type 1 diabetes. Method Fifty-three parent–child dyads completed questionnaires on four occasions prior to and following this medical regimen change, assessing QOL, family environment, depressive and anxiety symptoms, and medical and demographic information. Trajectories of change in QOL were analyzed using multilevel modeling 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64974  

Impaired Health-related Quality of Life in Caregivers of Youth Seeking Obesity Treatment 
To document and identify predictors of caregiver health-related quality of life (HRQOL) in a sample of youth seeking obesity treatment and examine whether it moderates the relation between parent proxy and youth self-report HRQOL. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64975  

Mothers', Fathers', and Children's Perceptions of Parental Diabetes Responsibility in Adolescence: Examining the Roles of Age, Pubertal Status, and Efficacy 
To examine how perceptions of parental responsibility for diabetes management are associated with age, pubertal status, adolescents’ self-efficacy, and parental perceptions of adolescents’ efficacy, and if parental responsibility is associated with better metabolic control as a function of adolescents’ self-efficacy and parental perceptions of adolescents’ efficacy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64976  

Sure Start Children's Centres: Survey of parents 
This research assesses the success of children's centres in terms of the awareness, usage and satisfaction amongst expectant parents and carers with children under five years old. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64992  

Folic acid supplements in pregnancy and early childhood respiratory health 
Folate supplementation is recommended for pregnant women to reduce the risk of congenital malformations. Maternal intake of folate supplements during pregnancy might also influence childhood immune phenotypes via epigenetic mechanisms. Folic acid supplements in pregnancy were associated with a slightly increased risk of wheeze and lower respiratory tract infections up to 18 months of age. The results suggest that methyl donors in the maternal diet during pregnancy may influence respiratory health in children consistent with epigenetic mechanisms. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65047  

Epidemiology of critically ill children in England and Wales: incidence, mortality, deprivation and ethnicity 
The purpose of this work was to investigate the incidence rate for admission and mortality of children receiving paediatric intensive care in relation to socioeconomic status and ethnicity in England and Wales. In England and Wales, the admission rate to paediatric intensive care is higher for children from more deprived areas and 36% higher for children from the south Asian population. Risk-adjusted mortality increases in south Asian children as deprivation decreases. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65048  

Influenza immunisation in pregnancy [archivist] 
Immunisation of pregnant mothers with inactivated trivalent influenza vaccine is recommended by the World Health Organization and by US authorities. In the USA immunisation of children aged 6–23 months is also recommended. Maternal influenza immunisation, however, is not often provided. Young infants who develop influenza are likely to be admitted to hospital and mortality from influenza in childhood is highest in the first 6 months. Now a study in Bangladesh (K Zaman and colleagues. New England Journal of Medicine 2008;359:1555–64) has shown that maternal influenza immunisation in pregnancy benefits both mother and child. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65050  

Consultations
Consultation on the new draft Guidance on professional conduct for nursing and midwifery students 
Take part in the consultation to review the guidance the NMC provide to nursing and midwifery students around their personal and professional conduct. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64221 
Ending child poverty: making it happen: consultation
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071  

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Closing Date: 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090  


Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet? 
Deadline date: 2 March 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63393  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
Deadline: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  


Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

Events and Training
Capita’s 2nd National Conference Healthy Schools, Healthy Pupils 
London, 17 March 2009

Capita’s 2nd National Healthy Schools, Healthy Pupils Conference brings together leading experts to discuss new initiatives and best practice for creating happier, healthier children.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64882  
20th Annual Infancy Conference - Delivering the infant mental health agenda 
Bristol, 5 June 2009

Over the last decade Infant Mental Health has increasingly found a place on the national agenda and the government has recognised the critical importance of the early years. Despite this it is still difficult to develop effective infant and perinatal mental health services. This conference will look at some of the developments that have been taking place in trying to take forward this agenda and at some of the problems still faced. It will be of interest to both practitioners and commissioners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64867  

Stay Safe – Keeping Children Safe 
Bolton, 18 March 2009 
This conference, organised by CAPE, takes place on 18-19 March 2009 in Bolton. Topics include promoting resilience, parent partnership, forced marriage, human trafficking and children fleeing domestic violence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64870  

An Indecent Profit - Preparing a European response to combat the commercial distribution of child abuse images 
London, 3 March 2009

As a pan-European working conference, delegates will actively participate in order to establish a baseline of knowledge and cooperation in the area of commercial distribution of child sexual abuse images, across organisations in Europe including law enforcement, financial institutions, government departments, non-governmental organisations and internet service providers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64871   

Infant mortality national support team and implementation plan launch 
London, 22 April 2009 

This launch event, hosted by the Department of Health, will look at actions to reduce health inequalities in infant mortality through focusing on interventions that will have the greatest impact of reducing infant mortality in disadvantaged populations as highlighted in the Implementation Plan for Reducing Inequalities in Infant Mortality and also look at current examples of good practice. The event will showcase the initial work of the Infant Mortality National Support Team (IMNST) and its efforts to reduce infant mortality rates in the routine and manual group and in other disadvantaged populations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64877  

UNCRC - Let's get it right! 
Cardiff, 12 March 2009 

The Welsh Assembly Government working in partnership with the Wales UNCRC Monitoring Group is in the process of developing a 5 year national action plan for the promotion and implementation of the Concluding Observations 2008 and children and young people’s rights in Wales. This conference is an opportunity for you to be part of this process and feed in your views. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64881  

Preventing Alcohol Related Harm in Children and Young People 
Glasgow, 21 April 2009

Capita’s Preventing Alcohol Related Harm in Children and Young People seminar provides practical advice and guidance to help you work in partnership to tackle the damage caused to individuals and the community by underage drinking in your area. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64884  

Child Sexual Abuse: The female offender 
Manchester, 21 April 2009 

This conference aims to examine the unique challenges faced by professionals when confronted by women who sexually offend against children. It will create an opportunity for professionals to learn from the experience of others and share their own experiences. If you work in child abuse investigation, child protection, public protection, victim care or are involved in the treatment and rehabilitation of offenders, understanding the nature of female sexual offending is essential. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64886   

Supporting Young Fathers – More Promising Practice 
London, 8 April 2009 

In 2007 TSA published Supporting Young Fathers – Examples of Promising Practice which showed that although the picture is patchy, support for young parents is beginning to include young fathers as well as young mothers. There is still a long way to go before we can say that practice is fully inclusive, but new initiatives continue to emerge. This conference aims to highlight new developments and resources. It will showcase a number of projects, feature findings from research on work with young fathers and enable young fathers themselves to explain what kind of services help. It will include an overview of the key issues in inter-professional work with young fathers; research findings on the experiences of young parents from local authority care and the learning from the Family Nurse Partnership pilots which have focused on supporting young parents (including fathers). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64980  

Good enough for my child workshops: Children on the edge of care 
Taunten, Somerset, 2 April 2009 

A series of seminars designed to support LAs and their partners in their implementation of Care Matters and in improving outcomes for children in care has been launched. These seminars have been organised by GOSW in partnership with the South West Association of Directors of Children’s Services and Research in Practice. This seminar will focus on understanding the issues that lead to children being taken into care and how best to support children and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65044  

Good enough for my child workshops: Transition to adulthood 
Taunten, Somerset, 15 May 2009

These seminars have been organised by GOSW in partnership with the South West Association of Directors of Children’s Services and Research in Practice. This seminar will focus on the role of partner agencies in preparing young people to become achieving adults when they leave care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65045 

Good enough for my child workshops: Placement stability
These seminars have been organised by GOSW in partnership with the South West Association of Directors of Children’s Services and Research in Practice. This seminar will focus on ensuring that young people in the SW experience better stability of placements whilst they are in care. This event is for those with lead responsibility for supporting placement stability for children in care, including: senior local authority officers, strategic/operational managers, multi agency Children and Young Peoples partnerships, key service managers, health leads for children in care, foster care network members and regional commissioning and provider forum representatives.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=65043 
Bottom of Form
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News:
First stages of ContactPoint activation starts 
The first steps to activate the Government’s online directory of children’s services – ContactPoint- will begin today (Monday 26). Starting today, two security vetted officials from local authorities all over England will begin the necessary training to start operating the system. In addition, training will start in 17 LA’s in the North West and two national voluntary sector partners – Barnardo’s & KIDS – where ContactPoint will be more intensively piloted. Frontline practitioners will start training and operating the system in these areas in the spring and across the country from the summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63995 

The picture of England's health 
The third national Health Profile of England is published today and demonstrates improvements in critical areas of the nation's health. Death rates from cancer, heart disease and suicides continue to decline, whilst life expectancy is higher than ever and infant mortality at its lowest. This DH press release highlights key findings of the report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64000 

Alarm over security of children's database 
Parents, security experts and opposition parties have voiced alarm that 400,000 people are to be given access to a new national database containing details of all 11 million children living in England. ContactPoint, which has so far cost £224 million, will hold the name, address, date of birth, parents' details, GP and name of school of all English children aged under 18... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64004 

Practitioners and service user leaders join Social Work Taskforce: DCSF announces full membership of taskforce 
The DCSF and Department of Health have appointed directors of children's and adult services, along with service user leaders, practitioners, academics and staff representatives. There is even a place for The Sun's agony aunt, Deidre Saunders. The taskforce has been set up to examine how the quality of the profession, recruitment and retention can be improved, and is due to the report this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64008 

Childhood stress 'can damage immune system and long-term health' 
Suffering stressful experiences early in childhood can have long-lasting effects on health, a new study suggests. Teenagers who had suffered bereavement or spent time in care as children were more likely to have depleted immune systems, scientists found, than others who did not experience that kind of trauma at a young age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64010 

Children's minister: call on schools to promote out of hours activities 
Children’s Minister Beverley Hughes called on all schools and local authorities to do more to develop out of hours activities for children and young people, and make sure that all sections of their communities are aware of what’s on offer. Two reports on the Extended Services programme, published today (29 Jan 09), show that there have been significant achievements with many schools offering a good range of services, which are welcomed and valued by parents. However more needs to be done to ensure that every child in every community has access to good quality out of school activities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64048 

Nearly 50,000 charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises have their say on public sector support 
Nearly 50,000 charity, social enterprise and voluntary organisations took part in the National Survey of Third Sector Organisation and first findings show that when local public sector bodies work with them, it can have a really positive effect on their success. First results show that 58% of those who had direct dealings with local government bodies said that they had a positive or very positive effect on their success. However, over half of all respondents (51%) said they felt public sector bodies had no overall influence on their success, meaning public sector bodies have more to do to improve their contact and support to their local third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64053 

Five-point plan for alcohol-free childhood 
For the first time, young people and their parents will have clear medical guidance on alcohol consumption. The guidance, will be announced today (29 Jan 09) by Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, to be published for consultation. It will recommend that young people up to the age of 15 should avoid alcohol altogether. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64061 

Healthy Schools on NHS Choices website 
Healthy Schools has teamed up with NHS Choices to create a series of short films about the impact of the programme upon children and young people’s health. Five Healthy Schools from across the country were selected to feature on the NHS Choices website to highlight some of the creative ways in which schools and parents are encouraging children to eat healthily, get active and stop bullying. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64065 

Update on disabled children's national indicator 
Aiming High for Disabled Children (AHDC) announced a national indicator on disabled children's services (National Indicator 54 - NI 54). The indicator will look at parental experiences of services for disabled children and young people aged 0 to 19 and the extent to which these services are delivered according to 'core offer' standards. The government has published an updated briefing on the indicator and the timetable for its development. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64066 

Information and advice services to face reforms 
The government is to overhaul information, advice and guidance for young people by introducing a universal entitlement to services, CYP Now has learnt. The entitlement will be outlined in a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Department for Innovation, Universities and Skills strategy, to be published in six weeks' time. The strategy will give local authorities a model of how guidance services for 11- to 19-year-olds should operate. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64070 

Change4Life launches largest ever children's health survey 
The biggest health survey of children's health, How Are the Kids?, launches today (30 Jan 2009). Millions of families in England will be asked to give information about their eating and activity habits - in return they will receive a specially tailored plan to help them eat well, move more and live longer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64072 

Promoting the free entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) will be running another phase of advertising to promote the free early learning entitlement to Pakistani and Bangladeshi parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64073 

Department of Health welcomes the King's Fund report on new Centre of Excellence for workforce planning 
A new Centre of Excellence that will help local NHS organisations deliver better and more efficient workforce planning, was announced by the Department of Health today (30 Jan 09). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64074 

Learn from banking crisis and stamp out competition in the NHS, says BMA chairman 
The head of the BMA has called on the government to "end its obsession" with the market to avoid a crisis in the health service similar to that seen in the banking sector in the past few months. Hamish Meldrum, the chairman of the BMA, said the meltdown in the city should have "sent alarm bells ringing in the department of health," adding that "relying on the private sector to provide crucial public services is not the way forward." 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64089 

Lasting effect of concussion 
Young people who get concussion can “show subtle signs of mental and physical problems” even 30 years later, reports BBC online. This 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64094 

Too many children at risk in secure estate, Anne Owers says 
The use of restraint on child prisoners remains high and is not always properly monitored, according to the chief inspector of prisons Anne Owers. Ower's annual report, published this week, said a quarter of all boys had reported being physically restrained at some point. In addition, more than a third of young adults said they had felt unsafe in their current establishment and just over a quarter said that they had been victimised by another prisoner or group of prisoners. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64095 

Childhood in Britain 'ruined by lack of outdoor play and aggressive advertising' 
The two-year Good Childhood Inquiry is expected to warn that children have lost their freedom to play outside because of paranoia about the dangers they face and hostility from the general public. The independent inquiry into the state of childhood today – commissioned by The Children's Society and carried out by Lord Layard, the Labour peer, and Professor Judy Dunn, a child psychologist at the Institute of Psychiatry – has collected so much evidence that it is publishing it in a 240-page paperback book on Monday. It will include 30 "hard-hitting recommendations" for the Government on how childhood can be improved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64096 
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Guides and Practice:
Promoting physical activity for children and young people [NICE public health guidance] 
Promoting physical activity, active play and sport for pre-school and school-age children and young people in family, pre-school, school and community settings. This guidance is for all those who have a direct or indirect role in - and responsibility for - promoting physical activity for children and young people. This includes those working in the NHS, education, local authorities and the wider public, private, voluntary and community sectors. It will also be of interest to parents, grandparents and other carers (including professional carers), children and young people and other members of the public. It includes recommendations for schools, but does not make recommendations for the national curriculum. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64050 

Tired of hanging around: Using sport and leisure activities to prevent anti-social behaviour by young people 
This study focuses on the role of sport and leisure activities in preventing anti-social behaviour in young people aged 8 to 19 years. These activities are part of the actions that councils and their partners can use to tackle and prevent anti-social behaviour. This study recognises, but does not cover, local agencies' work with families and young children or the role of schools in helping to prevent or address anti-social behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64052 

Policy guidance and toolkits: World class commissioning of primary care and community services 
These documents are for commissioners and form part of a series of supporting guides to help primary care trusts become world class commissioners of primary care and community services. They have been co-produced by NHS East of England, NHS Primary Care Contracting (NHS PCC), and the Department of Health. Latest guides available: Primary care and community services: improving dental access, quality and oral health; Primary care and community services: improving GP services; Primary care 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64079 

Under the influence? Alcohol and offending 
This Handbook is for any professional who works with young people whose drinking is problematic and associated with offending behaviour. It will also be of interest to any professional working in health, social care or education who wishes to know more about the patterns of alcohol use in young people and practical messages that research suggests may be helpful in interventions. It is intended to complement national and local strategies on young people’s alcohol use and offending by presenting the messages from research in a practical format. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64080 
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Policy and Government Reports:
Health Profile of England 2008 
First published in 2006, the Health Profile of England provides a collation of national and regional data to provide a baseline against which people can compare data from their own Local Health Profile (LHP). The 2008 report updates tables showing regional comparisons and national trends for indicators presented in Local Health Profiles, as well as a wide ranging snapshot of public health and well-being in England and a section on international comparisons. The Health Profile of England is intended to be of use to public service professionals and officials within the local community - such as local councillors and primary care trust directors of public health - who are in a position to exert influence over the planning, commissioning, procurement and delivery of public health programmes. But the document will also be of interest to a much wider audience - anyone with an interest in the profile of health and health determinants in this country. The Health Profile of England illustrates progress in respect of a broad range of measures of health determinants and outcomes. It represents a component of the national public health information and intelligence strategy, drawing together a range of evidence to provide a convenient source of public health metrics. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64003 

Next steps for early learning and childcare: Building on the 10-Year strategy 
This document updates and builds on the 10-Year Childcare Strategy (2004). It shows the progress that has been made since 2004, and sets out new steps to address the challenges ahead. Alongside the recent New Opportunities White Paper it sets out some firm proposals, and in other areas it identifies the case for action and the need to develop plans through discussion and consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64049 

The State of Social Care in England 2007-08 
Progress on personalised care is patchy. Despite improvements, most people still experience a ‘one-size-fits-all’ model of care that is not geared towards their individual needs. So says our fourth annual report to Parliament on the state of social care. It gives a comprehensive overview of the social care sector in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64077 
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Reports:
National survey of third sector organisations 
The National Survey of Third Sector Organisations (NSTSO) will gather the views of the leaders of Third Sector Organisations in England including voluntary and community organisations, charities, and social enterprises. These organisations go by many names, and many also consider themselves to be community groups, co-operatives or mutuals, a club or society, or a non-profit organisation, housing association, faith group or trust. The survey is the largest ever of the third cector. It is funded by the Office of the Third Sector which sits at the centre of government, in the Cabinet Office, in recognition of the increasingly important role the third sector plays in both society and the economy. The survey has been commissioned so that, for the first time, all local authorities can be judged on their performance in creating an environment for a thriving third sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64054 

Geographical trends in infant mortality: England and Wales,1970-2006 [Health Statistics Quarterly 40] 
This article looks at the geographical trends in infant mortality from 1970 to 2006 in England and Wales and subnational levels. It investigates the relation between infant mortality and deprivation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64055 

Mortality statistics: Childhood, infant and perinatal 2006 
This annual reference volume presents statistics on stillbirths, infant deaths and childhood deaths in England and Wales in 2006. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64056 

Preventing childhood deaths supplementary survey 2008 [Research in brief] 
Following completion of the DCSF study ‘Preventing Childhood Deaths’ (1) a follow up survey of LSCBs was carried out in January - March 2008 to determine progress in implementing the arrangements for rapid response and child death review immediately prior to the scheduled implementation date of April 2008. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64057 

Customer voice research: Youth alcohol action plan [Research report] 
Survey to contribute to making the Youth Alcohol Action Plan (YAAP) a workable document for parents of children and young people under 18 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64058 

Media portrayal of young people 
Young NCB members have completed a research project on the portrayal of young people in the British media, and the impact negative media coverage has on their lives. The research arose out of concerns that young people are increasingly portrayed in a negative light in the media, with a heavy focus on the small minority involved in crime and antisocial behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64068 

Proposals for a Centre of Excellence for workforce strategy and planning 
In August 2008, the Department of Health asked The King’s Fund to lead a stakeholder engagement review on the proposal for a Centre of Excellence. This report reflects what was heard from stakeholders during the consultation and sets out a series of recommendations that aim to support effective implementation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64075 

Review of international evidence on the cost of disability 
Allowance programmes are a conceptually appealing way to help people with disabilities and their families pay for the goods and services that such individuals often need. This report examines how the international literature on the extra costs of disability could contribute to an assessment of the Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and Attendance Allowance (AA) programmes in the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64076 
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Resources:
Should NICE’s threshold range for cost per QALY be raised? No 
NICE has recently raised the threshold for end of life drugs. Adrian Towse (doi:10.1136/bmj.b181) argues it should consider doing the same for other treatments, but James Raftery believes that the threshold is already too high. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64007 

Children and young people bulletin - January 2009 
Monthly bulletin from the Local Government Association (LGA). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64051 

Acceleration of the HPV vaccination catch-up campaign 
Further guidance on the acceleration of the human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination catch-up campaign was sent to PCT Immunisation Coordinators on 30 January. DH is encouraging PCTs to deliver the remainder of the catch-up programme earlier than originally planned. Link to Dear Colleague letter 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64093 

Safer births: Supporting maternity services to improve safety 
Safer Births is a service improvement programme run by The King’s Fund with national and local partners. It aims to improve the safety of maternity services by supporting frontline professionals. Safer Births is running regional interactive events in early 2009 for an invited audience of heads of midwifery, lead obstetricians and risk managers. The events are designed to help maternity units reflect on current practice, challenges to improving safety and their local priorities. They offer the opportunity for professionals to develop local solutions as a team, share experiences and learn about a range of methods used in improvement work and patient safety. Safer Births will then work intensively with a number of maternity teams as part of an improvement network to be launched later in 2009. The network will use innovative methods to enable organisations to share learning, connecting maternity professionals involved in safety improvement work. Participating units will be encouraged to identify a focus for their improvement activity, pilot safety tools and approaches, evaluate their impact and share learning with others. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63998 
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Research:
Impact of alcohol consumption on young people: a systematic review of published reviews 
The aim of the study was to undertake a systematic review of the published review literature and summarise the evidence on the harms and benefits of alcohol consumption for children and young people. In this process the researchers assessed the quality of the evidence in this field and its relevance to a UK population. The study also identified gaps in the research which need to be addressed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64062 

The effect of feeding experience on clinical outcomes in preterm infants 
The purpose of this analysis was to investigate the effect of oral feeding experience on clinical outcomes (time to full oral feedings and length of stay) in preterm infants. It concluded that experience at feeding may result in more rapid transition to full oral feedings regardless of severity of illness and may contribute to shorter length of stay. These positive clinical outcomes related to feeding experience warrant further research attention. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64081 

Impact of a district level sick newborn care unit on neonatal mortality rate: 2-year follow-up 
This study was to evaluate the impact of creating a sick newborn care unit (SNCU) in a district hospital on neonatal mortality rate (NMR). It concluded that a modern sick newborn care facility created in a district hospital can substantially reduce hospital neonatal deaths and NMR of the district. This model may be an effective tool to reduce NMR of the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64082 

Antenatal peer support workers and initiation of breast feeding: cluster randomised controlled trial 
This study aims to assess the effectiveness of an antenatal service using community based breastfeeding peer support workers on initiation of breast feeding. It concluded that a universal service for initiation of breast feeding using peer support workers provided within antenatal clinics serving a multiethnic, deprived population was ineffective in increasing initiation rates. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64083 

Effectiveness of policy to provide breastfeeding groups (BIG) for pregnant and breastfeeding mothers in primary care: cluster randomised controlled trial 
The aim of the study was to assess the clinical effectiveness and cost effectiveness of a policy to provide breastfeeding groups for pregnant and breastfeeding women. It concluded that a policy for providing breastfeeding groups in relatively deprived areas of Scotland did not improve breastfeeding rates at 6-8 weeks. The costs of running groups would be similar to the costs of visiting women at home. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64088 
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Consultations:
Ending child poverty: making it happen 
The Government is now consulting on legislative proposals prior to the introduction of a child poverty Bill in 2009. Legislation will require the Government to be accountable to Parliament on progress to end child poverty. As effective local action is critical, legislation will also provide a framework to strengthen approaches locally to accelerate progress across all our communities. Launch Date: Wednesday 28 January 2009. Closing Date: Wednesday 11 March 2009 . 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64071 

Consultation on young people and alcohol guidance 
The Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families has launched a consultation on alcohol guidance, advice and information for parents, children, young people. We would welcome the views of children, young people, parents, carers and those organisations and professionals working with young people in health, children’s services and education settings. Launch Date: Thursday 29 January 2009. Closing Date: Thursday 23 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64090 
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Events and Training:
Shaping PCT provider services – the future of primary and community services 
The NHS Next Stage Review has encouraged the separation of primary care trust (PCT) commissioning and provider functions. The review also encourages PCTs to support greater choice and contestability of provision within primary and community health services and greater service integration. This conference will explore the strategic challenges facing community health services and share the latest thinking on system reform. 
Location: London 
Start: Tuesday, 31st March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63996 

Meeting the challenges of practice-based commissioning 
This conference will examine the next stage in the evolution of practice-based commissioning, engaging general practitioners and primary care trusts to look at devolving budgets, accountability and the challenges of making this work in practice. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 19th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63997 

Positive relationships: early years conference 2009 
Positive Relationships is one of the themes of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). This conference will help Child Carers to have a shared understanding of how to develop professional relationships based on trust, effective communication and positive interactions, which will enable them to achieve positive outcomes for children and families. The objectives of the conference are to inspire positive practice and enable delegates to evaluate and reflect on practice to ensure quality improvements 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 26th February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64006 

World Social Work Day 2009 
17 March 2009 is World Social Work Day 2009. A day of major events is being planned to recognise and celebrate the essential contribution of social work, identify the international context of social work practice and explore the varied and evolving role of social work in a changing world. The day will include a day conference for front-line social workers in London and a media pack to support local initiatives by councils and others. 
Location: International 
Start: Tuesday, 17th March 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=64092 Bottom of Form

All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


