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ChiMat Knowledge Update

17 August 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

Updates to ChiMat Data Atlas
· Breastfeeding data 

Data for breastfeeding has been added to the data atlas. This data covers both breastfeeding initiation and breastfeeding at 6/8 weeks. It is available at PCT level and can be viewed in the ‘pregnancy and early years’ theme. 

http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
· Preventable child deaths

Data on preventable child deaths has been added to the data atlas and can be found within the young people’s theme. It is available at Government Office region level. This is data on child deaths that have been reviewed by Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) in England between 1 April 2008 and 31 March 2009.

· Provision for children under 5 data
Data on free early education places for children aged under 5 has been added to the atlas. This data are available by age (3 and 4 year olds) and by type of school. The data can be found under the pregnancy and early years themes and is at Top level local authority level.
· Gastroenteritis hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for gastroenteritis for children under the age of 5 has been added to the atlas.
This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

· Asthma hospital admissions. Data for emergency admissions for asthma for children under the age of 16 has been added to the atlas.This data can be found under the 'Children with acute or additional health needs' theme.

http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

DH: Pandemic vaccine priority for most at risk

The priority groups who will be first in line for vaccination against swine flu will include pregnant women, frontline health and social care workers, and everyone in at-risk groups aged over six months, Health Secretary Andy Burnham announced.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=73875

BBC: Equation 'to spot small placenta' 
A measurement to spot small placentas could act as an early warning system and potentially stop babies dying in the womb, a study suggests. Yale University researchers say they have developed an equation to work out the volume of the placenta with a high degree of accuracy. They hope their measurement could spot problems with the organ, which nourishes the growing foetus. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73741  

DH: Free online service helps first-time parents 
A new interactive website to help parents and carers keep their babies healthy, happy and safe is being rolled out nationally today by the Department of Health. NHS Baby LifeCheck is designed to provide information and advice to mums, dads and carers of babies aged five to eight months. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73744  

Community Care: Staffordshire says new Ofsted regime is tough but fair 
Children’s services in England face a “heavyweight” process of announced inspections under the new Ofsted regime but the exercise is fair and transparent. That was the message from a council leader in Staffordshire, one of the first two areas to receive an announced inspection of safeguarding and looked-after children's services as part of a three-year cycle which began this summer. ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73748  

Children, Families and Maternity e-bulletin. August 2009 
A monthly update of news and activities that support the delivery of the National Service Framework for Children, Young People and Maternity Services (NSF) and the Child Health Strategy (CHS) – Healthy lives, brighter futures. The Children, Families and Maternity e- bulletin shows the many connections between the various programmes which together improve services for children, young people, pregnant women and their families. With policy updates, consultations, publications and key events, it offers managers and front line staff the chance to share information and areas of emerging practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73752  

Community Care: Social work practice pilot will reward professionals 
Social workers will receive ​bonuses for helping looked-after children reach goals linked to educational attainment, stability of placements and finding jobs, in one of the government's social work practice pilots. Liverpool-based charity Personal Service Society, which launches one of the practices under contract from Liverpool Council in the autumn, will also offer high street vouchers and gym memberships to staff and reward children for their ​achievements. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73766  

BBC: Family-friendly baby units urged 
Neonatal units looking after premature babies need redesigning to put parents at the heart of care, say campaigners. Parents' needs can get overlooked as the medical needs of the babies are the main priority for staff, Bliss and the National Childbirth Trust (NCT) found. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73813  

BBC: Surviving cancer ' baby impact' 
Women who underwent radiotherapy for cancer as children are at risk of having a premature or underweight baby, a large British study shows. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73814  

BBC: Child headache burden uncovered 
One in five young teenagers suffer headaches at least once a week, say researchers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73815  

NHS Choices: Tamiflu for children questioned 
It has been widely reported that Tamiflu may be of little benefit when given to children, with several news sources suggesting that the antiviral drugs Tamiflu and Relenza rarely prevent complications in children with seasonal flu, but still carry side effects. The news is based on a review of research on seasonal flu, which found that the antivirals could shorten the duration of seasonal flu in children by up to a day and a half, but had “little or no effect on asthma flare-ups, ear infections or the likelihood of children needing antibiotics”. The review did not look at swine flu. This NHS Choices 'behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73818  

Community Care: Audit Commission: Social care demand to rise further 
Demand for mental health and children's services will continue to rise as the longer-term effects of the recession and unemployment become evident, the Audit Commission has warned. Around a third of councils in England have already seen higher demand for mental health and children’s services, according to an Audit Commission report on the impact of the recession, but most expect further increases. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73826  


Guides and Practice

NHS Baby LifeCheck [website] 
A new interactive website to help parents and carers keep their babies healthy, happy and safe. NHS Baby LifeCheck is designed to provide information and advice to mums, dads and carers of babies aged five to eight months. Baby LifeCheck guides parents and carers through a set of simple multiple choice questions, then offers advice and reassurance on making the best decisions for their child. It covers topics including: development, talking and playing, feeding, healthy teeth, safety, sleep routine, immunisations and being a parent. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73743  

Food competences for young people 
Food competences can help young people to choose, cook and eat safe healthy food. The food competences are set out as a framework of core skills and knowledge for children and young people. This helps to set out the essential building blocks so that schools and community-based organisations can provide young people with a consistent set of food skills and knowledge. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73822  

The National Child Measurement Programme: guidance for PCTs 2009/10 and letter templates 
This guidance has been developed following wide consultation with primary care trusts (PCTs), schools and parents. It provides advice to PCTs on: Arrangements for measuring the height and weight of primary and middle school children as part of the National Child Measurement Programme; Sending parents their child’s results – whether routinely or on a request-only basis; and Submitting data to the NHS Information Centre for inclusion in the national database. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73838  


Policy and Government Reports

Lamb Inquiry: Special educational needs and parental confidence 
This web page provides information about the Lamb Inquiry and related documents. The Lamb Inquiry is considering a range of ways in which parental confidence in the SEN assessment process might be increased. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73753  

Draft sentencing guideline: overarching principles – sentencing youths. Tenth Report of Session 2008–09 
Report from the House of Commons Justice Committee. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73830  



Reports

Infant death and deprivation [BMJ podcast] 
This week Duncan Jarvies talks to Dr Paramjit Gill about how social deprivation, ethnicity, and maternal age are factors in infant and perinatal death. Helen Morant talks about flu, and Birte Twisselmann takes us through this week’s news. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73750  

Care and prejudice: A report of children’s experience by the Children’s Rights Director for England 
Almost 50% of children in care worry about other people knowing their background, mainly because they fear being judged, bullied or treated differently, according to the latest report by Children’s Rights Director for England. The Care and prejudice report surveyed the views of 362 children invited to take part randomly from children’s homes and foster care across the country. The report highlights the views and experiences of children living in care and the prejudices they face as a result of being in care. Children in care are worried most about employers, other children and young people, and possible landlords finding out they are from care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73756  


Teaching and training in community child health: learning from global experience. Learning and Teaching 
[from article] This article has been commissioned at a very interesting time in the development of paediatrics in the UK and the rest of the world. In the UK, we are in an era of unprecedented change to our National Health Service, and much consideration is being given to how we should provide child healthcare services for the millennium in response to what appears to be an inexorable demand from the public. Future proofing our medical students and trainees in paediatrics so they can deal with the challenges posed by the millennial morbidities will be an important objective of any undergraduate and postgraduate education program. Among these challenges are child mental health disorders, learning difficulties, intentional and unintentional injury, obesity, poor immunisation uptake and increased long-term survival ... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73764  

Assessments of parenting and parenting support need: A study of four professional groups 
Supporting parents is central to many wide-ranging Government initiatives of recent years. However, despite enormous advances in policy and legislation, we still know relatively little about what affects a key part of delivering services – the 'consultation' between parents and practitioners. This study looks at how a range of health, education and family practitioners make their assessments of parenting and parenting support need. It also considers if and how these ideas were affected by factors such as practitioners' own experience of being a parent, relationships with their own parents, their ethnicity, social class, disability, and gender and that of the families they are working with. The project draws on 54 qualitative interviews with practitioners from four professional groups. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73824  

When it comes to the crunch: How councils are responding to the recession 
This report is the second in a series of Audit Commission reports looking at how local authorities are responding to the 2008/09 recession. The report finds that local and national government have made a positive initial response to the recession, but it warns that councils should prepare for worsening social impact as unemployment rises. Demand for benefits, welfare and help with debt are growing, and social problems such as domestic violence and mental ill-health are expected to follow as the recession deepens. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73825  

Locking up or giving up? Why custody thresholds for teenagers aged 12, 13 and14 need to be raised. An analysis of the cases of 214 children sentenced to custody in England in 2007-08 
A Barnardo’s study of children aged 12, 13 and 14 years old who have served a custodial sentence, has found that more than a third of them should not have been put behind bars, when judged against the Government’s own criteria. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73828  

Assessment of doctors' consultation skills in the paediatric setting: the Paediatric Consultation Assessment Tool 
Developed to measure clinicians' communication behaviour with children and their parents/guardian, PCAT was designed according to consensus guidelines and refined at a number of stages. Volunteer clinicians provided videotaped real consultations. Assessors were trained to score communication skills using PCAT, a novel rating scale. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73829   


Attitudinal barriers to engaging young people in positive activities: Literature and communications review 
This research project looked at providing an overview of physical and attitudinal barriers and motivators to participation in positive activities for young people and identifying communications to promote activities and examples of good practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73834  

Positive activities: qualitative research with young people 
This project looked to build on existing understanding of the motivators and barriers to young people participating in positive activities and to provide more detailed findings on which channels and specific messages are most effective in driving demand. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73836  

Positive activities: qualitative research with parents 
This research sought to understand the barriers, motivators and messages for parents to encourage taking part in positive activities for young people. To understand the level of influence of parents in whether a young person participates / what a young person might participate in; 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73837  

Research

Valuing difference or securing compliance? Working to involve young people in community settings 
Recent UK policy changes have generated renewed public and academic interest in the contexts and purposes for work with young people. Emphasis on youth inclusion and participation as components of policy discourse associated with citizenship and community cohesion contrasts with other more regulatory trends in youth policy, while moves towards integrating local services have increased dependence on community providers. The paper draws on empirical study of community organisations working with young people to consider how recent transitions have been reflected in the experiences of community 'partners' and activities with young people. Do the greater emphases on community level involvement and young people's participation mark a shift towards more responsive, better integrated services? Research to date suggests significant gaps between how policy-makers promote inclusive services and perceptions of delivery at local level. Despite professional initiatives to create new spaces for young people to participate, dominant institutional cultures and contractually led service targets present barriers to involving disengaged young people, undermining alternative models of working. The paper argues the need for a better appreciation of the complexity and challenges of work with young people at community level, together with greater openness to diversity and risk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73765 

Neuraminidase inhibitors for treatment and prophylaxis of influenza in children: systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials

This study concluded that Neuraminidase inhibitors provide a small benefit by shortening the duration of illness in children with seasonal influenza and reducing household transmission. They have little effect on asthma exacerbations or the use of antibiotics. Their effects on the incidence of serious complications, and on the current A/H1N1 influenza strain remain to be determined.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=73749 

What factors predict differences in infant and perinatal mortality in primary care trusts in England? A prognostic model
The objective of this study was to identify predictors of perinatal and infant mortality variations between primary care trusts (PCTs) and identify outlier trusts where outcomes were worse than expected. It concluded that social deprivation, ethnicity, and maternal age are important predictors of infant and perinatal mortality. Spearhead PCTs are performing in line with expectations given their levels of deprivation, ethnicity, and maternal age. Higher spending on maternity services using the current configuration of services may not reduce rates of infant and perinatal mortality.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=73751 

Consultations

New Horizons: towards a shared vision for mental health - consultation 
This DH consultation sets out a new vision for mental health and well-being to take forward the work of the NSF for Mental Health. It sets out government’s commitment to promoting whole population mental health and wellbeing. There is a specific chapter on transitions, which sets out a model for a youth mental health service. Consultation closes 15th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73597  

Consultation on the statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors 
Consultation from the Health Professions Council on the potential statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors. Consultation closes 16th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73598  

Young Minds Parents Helpline Survey 
Are you are a parent of a disabled child or a disabled parent? YoungMinds parent helpline wants to get parent’s views to find out about the emotional wellbeing of their your children, and what help has been offered if things get tough. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73599  

Events and Training

National Children and Adult Services Conference: Rising to the challenge: brighter futures for all 
Harrogate, 21 October 2009
The theme for this year is ‘Rising to the challenge: brighter futures for all’ - with the conference addressing the challenges that arise in the children and adult sector and how the outcomes can predict a brighter future in the changing political landscape. This established event is vital to councillors, senior officers, policymakers and service managers with responsibilities for children’s and adult social care in the statutory, voluntary and private sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73821   


Teamwork, teamwork, teamwork: Improving education for children in care 
London, 19 November 2009
From September 2009 all schools have a statutory responsibility to have a designated teacher for looked after children to promote their educational achievement. The concept is not new and today, most schools have someone performing this role. The conference will consider what works in improving the education of children in care. It will examine the designated teacher role and how social care and education professionals can work together effectively. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73823  

Child and Adolescent Health and Wellbeing: The Future of PSHE and SRE in Schools 
London, 13 October 2009
This special Public Policy Exchange Symposium, hosted by the Centre for Parliamentary Studies, offers a timely opportunity for schools, local practitioners and stakeholders to examine current standards in the provision of PSHE and SRE in schools and discuss how the Government’s latest measures can be shaped into a robust and more effective framework. The drive to improve sexual health amongst young people relies on many factors – an area that is often ignored is the importance of targeting boys. The Symposium will present delegates with the chance to share innovative solutions in engaging both younger and older boys and discuss how sensitive social and cultural barriers can be overcome to access some of the hardest to reach in society. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73827  

Bottom of Form

If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


