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ChiMat Knowledge Update

15 May 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  Job opportunity – Health Intelligence Specialist 

Fixed term / secondment opportunity for one year
You will lead on health intelligence support to develop a predictive risk modelling tool that supports the implementaion of a progressive universal Healthy Child Programme at population level. The post will sit within the Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) in York and will involve close working with Family Nurse Partnership (FNP) team at the Department of Health in London and MIRU (Mother and Infant Research Unit) in York.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_VACANCIES 
Updates to ChiMat data atlas 
· New!  Data on the Personal Social Services staff of Social Services Departments has been added to the atlas. This data is available by sex and ethnicity and is at top level local authority level. The data can be found under the workforce and spend data theme.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 
· Under 16 conception data has been added to the data atlas. This has data on conceptions, maternities and abortions and is available at SHA level.
· Contraception data has been updated to include data by the following age groups:
Under 15; Aged 15; Aged 16-17; Aged 18-19; Aged 20-24; Aged 25-34; Over 35.

· Maternity data has been added to the data atlas. This includes data on onset of labour and method and place of delivery. This data are available at Strategic Health Authority level
· Road casualty data in the atlas has been updated. This is the data for National Indicator 48 (The percentage change in number of children killed or seriously injured during the calendar year compared to the previous year. Figures are based on a 3 year rolling average, up to the current year.). This can be found under the young people theme
· Key stage 3 attainment data added to data atlas. This can be found under the 'school aged children' theme.
· National Indicators Updated

The enjoy and achieve national indicators have been updated with the latest available data. Indicators updated are: 
NI 73 Achievement at level 4 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 2.
NI 74 Achievement at level 5 or above in both English and Maths at Key Stage 3.
NI 78 Reduction in number of schools where fewer than 30% of pupils achieve 5 or more A*- C grades at GCSE and equivalent including GCSEs in English and Maths.
NI 87 Secondary school persistent absence rate DCSF.
NI 107 Key Stage 2 attainment for Black and minority ethnic groups.
· Child Health Profiles Updated to include the latest data for young people not in education employment or training (NEET).
· Data on number of stillbirths and rate per 1000 total births have been added to the data atlas. This data are available at county level and for the years 2005 to 2007.
http://www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.
News
Parent Know How Directory 
This page provides background information on the parent know-how directory, which is an information service set to launch in September 2009 that will offer parents and those working with them the ability to search for information about childcare and families' services both in their local community and nationally. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69733  

Folic acid cuts baby heart defects

“Folic acid in bread can reduce risk of heart defects in babies,” The Daily Telegraph has reported. The newspaper says that new Canadian research has shown that adding the vitamin to bread and pasta can cut the risk of congenital heart defects (CHDs) in babies. In the UK there is said to be concern about the addition since increased folic acid intake can potentially mask vitamin B12 deficiency in the elderly. This 'behind the headlines' article explores the evidence behind this report.

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=69909

The Children, Families and Maternity e-Bulletin 
The e-bulletin for May 2009 has been added. It covers news, publications and policy matters. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69734  

NSPCC Training - courses and resources for anyone working to safeguard children 
The NSPCC professional development programme 2009-2010 is now available. Forthcoming training courses cover a wide range of topics including Child neglect and Creating safer organisations. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69759  

CWDC invites bids for funding to share emerging practice in integrated working and workforce reform 
CWDC is inviting bids for funding to help people who work with children, young people and families share their experiences in working together and reforming the workforce in an integrated way. The closing date for bids to be a CWDC Share! site for 2009 - 10 is 12 noon Tuesday 16 June 2008 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69763  

Young People’s Workforce Graduate Recruitment Scheme 
The Children's Workforce Development Council (CWDC) is inviting tenders from organisations or consortia able to design, implement and manage a graduate recruitment scheme for those who wish to work with young people aged 13 -19 years. Application closing date: 24 Jun 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69799  

School health bill deemed 'unnecessary' by government 
The government has scrapped plans to place a legal duty on schools to support children with long-term health conditions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69800  

Leicestershire pupils given nicotine patches 
Nicotine patches and gum have been given to children as part of a campaign that has led to 180 children in Leicestershire giving up smoking. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69801  

Children’s Mental Health and Psychological Well-Being E- Bulletin April 2009 
This monthly bulletin is produced as a partnership venture between the National CAMHS Support Service and YoungMinds. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69812  

Ministers 'missing the point' after they stall on funding 
The government has been accused of "missing the point" of Lord Laming's call for adequate safeguarding funding after its response to his report last week. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69813  

Children's Workforce Network eBulletin Issue 16 
Highlights of Issue 16 include details of CWN's ambitious and wide-ranging work programme for the year 2009-10, with a new focus on apprenticeships, refreshing the Common Core and joined up approaches to induction, as well as updates on youth workforce reform, diplomas and the IQF. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69862  

Evaluation of the One Children's Workforce Tool - invitation to tender 
The One Children's Workforce Tool was introduced in 2008 to support workforce reform at the local level. This project will evaluate the effect that the tool has had on children's trusts. The appointed team for this project will have significant experience of quantitative and qualitative research, as well as extensive knowledge of the children's workforce. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69867  

Teens' TV exposure may be harbinger of future depression 
Teenagers, especially males, who watch television frequently may be more likely to be depressed as they approach adulthood, a study in the Archives of General Psychiatry (February 2009) shows. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69868  

Vaccine update – Hib booster campaign proves successful 
According to the latest vaccine update from the Department of Health, the Hib booster campaigns have resulted in Haemophilus influenzae type b disease being reduced in children under 5 years to its lowest level ever recorded. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69871  


Influenza pandemic: NMC position statement and general information 
As a result of the recent outbreak of swine flu, the NMC has produced the following position statement and general information for nurses and midwives on their roles and responsibilities in the event of an influenza pandemic. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69872  

School nurses feeling the strain of public health demands 
An RCN survey of over a thousand school nurses shows the average state school nurse has to look after more than 2,500 school children, leaving two thirds feeling overstretched and unsupported. The survey also indicates that school nurses are taking on an increasing number of responsibilities with nearly three quarters now spending a significant amount of their time dealing with child protection issues. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69876  

MHRA authorises temporary distribution of unlicensed medicine 
The MHRA has authorised the temporary distribution of an unlicensed medicine for the prevention or treatment of influenza in infants under 1 year of age. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69880  

Wales Rated Poorly on Preventing Childhood Accidents 
An international comparison of work being untaken to prevent childhood accidents shows Wales lagging behind most of our European counterparts. In 2005, 81 children and adolescents in Wales died as a result of injury. But if the rate of injury death had been at the same level as the safest country in Europe that year, the Netherlands, 33 of these lives, or 41%, would have been saved. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69884  

European Working Time Directive Derogation 
This letter from Director of Workforce Capacity Analysis and Human Resources Flora Goldhill provides an update on the implementation of the European Working Time Directive Derogation due to be introduced by 1 August 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69895  

Asylum system fails vulnerable families 
The asylum system is failing to look after the most vulnerable children and young people, a new report has revealed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69912  

Task force demands ICS overhaul 
The government is to change its rules on IT systems for children's services after accepting that current systems fail to adequately support social workers 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69914  

Disability breaks website planned 
Charity Kids is launching an online short breaks booking service for families of children with disabilities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69915  

Smoking gene link in pregnancy 
A gene can explain why some women find it more difficult to stop smoking during pregnancy, say UK researchers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69951  


New Every Child Matters website now live 
The Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) is pleased to announce that the new Every Child Matters (ECM) website is now live. Developed as part of the Department’s work to update its portfolio of websites, the new site provides a single channel for information aimed at professionals within the children's workforce. Designed to be easier to use and enable the DCSF to communicate more effectively online, the new site incorporates the best and most useful functionality from each of the three former sites: Every Child Matters, Local Authorities and Sure Start. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69965  

New indicators will help drive quality improvement in the NHS 
A list of more than 200 indicators of high quality care in the NHS is being published for the first time to help clinicians drive up the quality of care they deliver to patients, the Department of Health and The NHS Information Centre announced today [15 May 09]. The Indicators for Quality Improvement will help measure the quality of care clinicians deliver, highlight areas for improvement and track the changes they implement. They span the three dimensions of high quality care: patient safety, effectiveness of care and patient experience. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69967  

Ofsted questions accuracy of its own childminding figures 
Ofsted has warned about possible inaccuracies in its childcare figures as the number of childminders in England has again fallen to an all-time low, while the number of childcare places seem to have risen dramatically. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69975  



Guides and Practice

Arthritis in children: 12,000 babies and children affected. Help available here 
It’s one of Life’s stubborn and unhelpful myths that ‘arthritis only happens to old people’. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69728  

Healthy Further Education programme 
In July 2008, Ministers in Department of Health (DH), Department for Innovation Universities and Skills (DIUS) and Department for Children Schools and Families (DCSF) approved and announced the launch of the Healthy Further Education (Healthy FE) programme to target the health needs of those who study or work in the Further Education (FE) sector. In September 2008, DH set up a Healthy FE delivery unit and it has been working behind the scenes to set up this new national programme for the FE sector. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69729  

The Obstetric Anaesthetists’ Association (OAA) – Information for mothers
This section of the OAA website provides access information to mothers and their partners about the benefits and risks of anaesthesia and pain-relief in childbirth and supports the principle of involving them as much as possible in their care. Resources available include, leaflets, booklets, information cards, phrase cards and short films. Various foreign language translations provided.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69730  


A Family Companion to the ACT Care Pathway for children with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions 
This guide takes parents through the care journey that they and their child will experience, step by step. ACT takes a ‘Care Pathway’ approach to this care journey, and this Companion is designed to dispel any feelings of confusion or isolation by explaining each stage of the ACT Care Pathway approach, in a way that is helpful and accessible to parents. ACT will be distributing the Companion free to families of children with life-limiting and life-threatening conditions across the UK. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69737  

Are you concerned about your child's sexual behaviour? 
Booklet for families whose child has been involved in sexual behaviour that has been harmful to others. Explains what will happen with regard to police and social services; what to bear in mind when deciding whether a child's sexual behaviour is harmful; and, what is generally considered to be 'normal' sexual behaviour at different ages. Includes examples and answers to frequently asked questions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69740  

Protecting children: training pack for front-line carers. Sexual behaviour of children and young people. 
Suggestions regarding 'normal' sexual behaviour in children aged: under-five; five to eleven; twelve to sixteen; and indicators of potentially harmful sexual behaviour. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69741 

Safe: personal safety skills for deaf children 
A group work programme on DVD-Rom designed to help give deaf children the knowledge, awareness and language they need to stay safe and make better informed life choices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69758  

Child protection - a tool kit for doctors 
The aim of this tool kit is to provide a brief and accessible guide to doctors' responsibilities in child protection cases in England and Wales. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69761  

Promoting the health of looked after children 
Children looked after by local authorities have usually already been identified as children in need in the community and some will have been in need of protection. Many have profoundly increased health needs in comparison with children and young people from comparable socio- economic backgrounds. This document contains comprehensive guidance which sets out a framework for the delivery of services from health agencies and social services to more effectively promote the health and wellbeing of children and young people in the care system. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69804  

Guidance notes for midwives on swine flu 
The RCM has issued guidance notes for midwives about the swine influenza H1N1 outbreak. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69870  

UK-WHO Growth Charts 
The RCPCH has launched new UK growth charts to plot weight, height and head circumference of children from birth to 4 years of age: * A4 growth chart 0-4 years * A5 growth charts for the Personal Child Health Record (PHCR) * A4 growth chart for hospitalised low birthweight infants 0-2 years 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69874  

Participation Works [website]
Participation Works online gateway for children and young people's participation. This is your hub for information, resources, news and networking on the involvement of young people in dialogue, decision making and influence across a wide range of settings.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69878    

Every child matters [website] 
A single channel for information aimed at professionals within the children's workforce. Designed to be easier to use and enable the DCSF to communicate more effectively online, the new site incorporates the best and most useful functionality from each of the three former sites: Every Child Matters, Local Authorities and Sure Start. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69966  

Comprehensive Area Assessment: annual rating of council children’s services for 2009 
This documents covers arrangements and guidance for local authorities and their partners on the new Ofsted annual rating of council children’s services. The new annual rating of council children’s services takes affect from 1 April 2009 as part of the new Comprehensive Area Assessment. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69973  

Fatherhood Institute 
The UK's fatherhood think-tank collates and publishes international research on fathers, fatherhood and different approaches to engaging with fathers by public services and employers; helps shape national and local policies to ensure a father-inclusive approach to family policy; injects research evidence on fathers and fatherhood into national debates about parenting and parental roles; lobbies for changes in law, policy and practice to dismantle barriers to fathers’ care of infants and children; is the UK’s leading provider of training, consultancy and publications on father-inclusive practice, for public and third sector agencies and employers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69974  

Healthy Care Programme audit tool 
Healthy Care Programme Audit Tool has been developed in partnership with colleagues in Government Office West Midlands and the Healthy Care Programme at National Children’s Bureau. It replaces the original Healthy Care Audit Tool developed in 2005. It has assisted the Region’s Healthy Care Programme by helping local authorities and NHS services take stock of where they are in providing good quality services to looked after children, and what actions they have to take to bring about improvements. It takes account of the Healthy Care Standard, and six entitlements within that standard, and proposals within the Care Matters Implementation Plan ‘Care Matters: Time to deliver for looked after children 2008’. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69977  



Policy and Government Reports

Results from Neonatal Stakeholder comments 
The neonatal taskforce has been gathering comments from stakeholders during the past two months on their documents ‘Neonatal Care Commissioning Framework and supporting quality standards’. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69731  

The Protection of Children in England: Action plan - The Government's response to Lord Laming 
This document sets out the Government's response to Lord Laming’s recommendations on child protection. It outlines how all of central Government will work together with local government and front-line services including teachers, teaching assistants, school governors, staff in children’s centres and early years settings, child care workers and other partners working with children to drive forward reform of child protection services across England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69732  

The living standards of families with children reporting low incomes 
This study examines the living standards of children from households who report low incomes. It particularly focuses on whether their parents are employed, self-employed or out of work. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69751  


Reports

Key child protection statistics in Northern Ireland 
An overview of official Northern Ireland statistics on key areas of child protection arranged under the following headings: child population; per capita spending; children's services; child protection investigations; children on the child protection register; looked after children; secure accommodation; children and recorded crime; child deaths; children, socio-economic wellbeing and poverty. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69739  

Child mental health: key to a healthier society. 
Proposes an increase in Government investment in child mental health services in order to cope with demand. Examines the scale of child mental health problems, and how it links to other problems later in life. Outlines the costs of these proposals to taxpayers and the economy. Presents an overview of existing treatments which have been shown to be effective for a range of mental health problems and provides data on existing child mental health services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69753  

The active components of effective training in obstetric emergencies 
Confidential enquiries into poor perinatal outcomes have identified deficiencies in team working as a common factor and have recommended team training in the management of obstetric emergencies. Isolated aviation-based team training programmes have not been associated with improved perinatal outcomes when applied to labour ward settings, whereas obstetric-specific training interventions with integrated teamwork have been associated with clinical improvements. This commentary reviews obstetric emergency training programmes from hospitals that have demonstrated improved outcomes to determine the active components of effective training. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69765  

CQC report on the NHS care of Baby Peter 
The CQC report highlights the failings of NHS trusts in the care they provided to Baby Peter. The report covers the four trusts that provided Peter's NHS care. Since Peter's death, the report shows that trusts have taken some measures to improve their child protection procedures. However, more work needs to be done to: * ensure sufficient staffing levels; * improve attendance of healthcare staff at child protection case conferences; * address communication problems when making referrals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69883  

Introducing the integrated children's system in Lewisham [Good practice] 
Involving practitioners as well as IT staff in delivering training on the integrated children's system has worked well at Lewisham Council, says trainer Daphne McKenna. The integrated children's system continues to polarise views. Its value in ensuring robust analysis and timely assessment is championed by some, while its requirement for slavish attention to form-filling is abhorred by others. But love it or loathe it, the ICS seems to be here to stay. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69972  



Tools and Data

Latest annual breastfeeding statistics for Scotland published 
NHS Scotland today [9 May 2009] released new breastfeeding statistics. These are available on the web only. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69748  



Research

Services for disabled children - Pilot testing of the screening and main questionnaire 
This research looks at developing and testing questionnaires for use in a survey to measure national indicator 54 (services for disabled children) and parents’ experience of services for their disabled children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68421  

Understanding parents' information needs and experiences where professional concerns about non-accidental injury were not substantiated 
This research focuses on the role of paediatricians in relation to the information needs of parents when abuse is considered as a possible cause of non-accidental injury. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=68422 

Simple Table to Identify Children and Adolescents Needing Further Evaluation of Blood Pressure 
The goal was to create a tool to screen more easily for children and adolescents who might have hypertension or prehypertension. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69736  

Increasing parental provision and children's consumption of lunchbox fruit and vegetables in Ireland: the Food Dudes intervention 
Background/Objectives: Previous research in the United Kingdom, where there is a school canteen system, has shown that the Food Dudes intervention substantially increases children's fruit and vegetable consumption. The current study evaluated its effectiveness in Ireland where school meals are not provided and children bring food to school in lunchboxes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69742  

Health Visitors - A Progress Report 
How often a child sees a health visitor is still a postcode lottery, according to new research which reveals the ratio of health visitors to children under five in England. Figures released by the Family and Parenting Institute show that there are huge variations in the number of health visitors up and down the country. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69745  

Infection-related mortality in children with malignancy in England and Wales, 2003-2005 
Infections are an important component of treatment-related mortality in children with malignancy. Infection-related mortality is potentially preventable and it is important to identify areas where prevention and treatment can be improved such as through vaccination, early diagnosis and aggressive management. The aim of this study is to describe the infections contributing to deaths in children under 15 years with malignancy in England and Wales in the period 2003-2005. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69749  

Sexual behavior and drinking style among teenagers: a population-based study in Finland 
In this large-scale study, we examined the relationship between an adolescent’s sexual behavior and drinking style. Three aspects of sexual risk-taking were included: early activity, unprotected sexual intercourse and having sex with multiple partners 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69754  

Resuscitation at birth and cognition at 8 years of age: a cohort study 
Mild cerebral injury might cause subtle defects in cognitive function that are only detectable as the child grows older. Our aim was to determine whether infants receiving resuscitation after birth, but with no symptoms of encephalopathy, have reduced intelligence quotient (IQ) scores in childhood. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69755  

Retrospective cohort study of diagnosis–delivery interval with umbilical cord prolapse: the effect of team training 
To determine whether the introduction of multi-professional simulation training was associated with improvements in the management of cord prolapse, in particular, the diagnosis–delivery interval (DDI). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69764  

Is it clinically and cost effective to screen for postnatal depression: a systematic review of controlled clinical trials and economic evidence 
Postnatal depression (PND) is a common mental health problem, which is associated with adverse consequences beyond the individual with depression. It is not known whether using formal methods to identify PND are clinically and cost effective in improving maternal and infant outcomes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69767  

An Evaluation of the National Healthy Schools Programme: Interim Report 
Department of Health commissioned the National Centre for Social Research (NatCen) to undertake a three-year evaluation. They are tracking a wide range of schools from their early stages of joining NHSP, to establish the impact that the Programme is having upon schools and upon children and young people. This interim report includes findings from a survey of over 10,000 primary and secondary children and young people in nearly 150 primary and 90 secondary schools conducted by NatCen during autumn term 2007, and a follow up survey with the same schools will take place this autumn. In depth interviews in 24 of these schools have also enabled NatCen to explore how and where the programme is making a significant contribution, demonstrating that primarily schools are using NHSP to reflect on their current policies and make changes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69863  

Relationship between National Healthy School Status (NHSS) and selected school outcomes (NatCen, 2009) 
NatCen have analysed existing national health and education datasets for school year 2006/7 to explore whether achieving and working towards NHSS is associated with better outcomes. They have found small but significant links between achieving and working towards NHSS, and each of the following: better Ofsted ratings of school effectiveness; lower total and unauthorised pupil absence; higher contextual value added scores, and higher levels of pupil participation in high quality PE. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69864  

National Healthy Schools Programme: developing the evidence base (TCRU, 2009). 
This report draws together existing evidence relating to healthy school approaches. It reviews international evidence about the effectiveness of health promoting schools initiatives, explores evidence for the link between health and education outcomes and pulls together findings from local evaluations of the National Healthy Schools Programme. The report has two important conclusions: that whole school approaches to promoting health can impact on health and education outcomes, and that NHSP is widely perceived as having an impact on schools. In particular, it has been perceived to bring about changes associated with improved learning among pupils – such as improved concentration, greater participation in physical activity, and increased confidence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69865  

Preconceptional Folate Supplementation and the Risk of Spontaneous Preterm Birth: A Cohort Study 
Low plasma folate concentrations in pregnancy are associated with preterm birth. Here we show an association between preconceptional folate supplementation and the risk of spontaneous preterm birth. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69875  

Parental Experience of Services for Disabled Children 
This publication sets out the findings from a survey of parents of disabled children that measured parental experience of services. It provides a baseline for the national performance indicator for the public service agreement on child health and well-being. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69894   

Prevalence of severe congenital heart disease after folic acid fortification of grain products: time trend analysis in Quebec, Canada 
Objective To investigate whether the 1998 government policy for mandatory fortification of flour and pasta products with folate was followed by a reduction in the prevalence of severe congenital heart defects. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69907  

Developing the IDEFICS community-based intervention program to enhance eating behaviors in 2- to 8-year-old children: findings from focus groups with children and parents 
One purpose of ‘identification and prevention of dietary- and lifestyle-induced health effects in children and infants’ (IDEFICS) is to implement a standardized community-based multi-component healthy eating intervention for younger children in eight different countries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69943  

Implementation fidelity: the experience of the Adolescent Substance Abuse Prevention Study 
While researchers have developed more effective programs and strategies to prevent the initiation of substance use and increasingly communities are delivering these interventions, determining the degree to which they are delivered as they were designed remains a significant research challenge. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69944  

‘Ready. Set. ACTION!’ A theater-based obesity prevention program for children: a feasibility study 
This study examined the feasibility of implementing an innovative theater-based after-school program, ‘Ready. Set. ACTION!’, to reach ethnically diverse and low-income children and their parents with obesity prevention messages. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69945  

Applying motivational interviewing to counselling overweight and obese children 
The aim of this study was to identify barriers and facilitators to nurses’ application of motivational interviewing (MI) to counselling overweight and obese children aged 5 and 7 years, accompanied by their parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69946  

A process evaluation of an injury prevention school-based programme for adolescents 
A process evaluation provides critical information that can inform the design and implementation of a programme. This study sought to provide examples of how to operationalize a process evaluation of an effective programme (Skills for Preventing Injury in Youth). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69947  

Attitudes and subjective norms: determinants of parents’ intentions to reduce childhood fever with medications 
Fever is a natural protective response of the host organism. Mild to moderate fevers, up to 40.0°C, have immunological benefits and do not need to be reduced. However, parents regularly reduce fever with medications to prevent perceived harmful outcomes. This study identified the determinants of parents’ intentions to reduce childhood fever with medications. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69948  

Sterile water injection for labour pain: a systematic review and meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials. 
Up to one-third of labouring women will experience painful 'back labour'. Sterile water injected lateral to the lumbosacral spine is a simple and well-researched approach to this pain. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69952  



Consultations

Promoting the Health and Well-being of Looked After Children: Revised statutory guidance - Consultation 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance to authorities, primary care trusts and strategic health authorities on the exercise of their functions in relation to co-operation to promote the well-being of children and young people and the making of arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. Deadline date: 3 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69798  

Reducing differences in the uptake of immunisations: consultation on the draft guidance 
NICE is developing public health intervention guidance on differences in the uptake of immunisations (including targeted vaccines) in children and young people aged under 19 years. All registered stakeholders for the above public health intervention guidance are invited to comment on the draft guidance. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69873  

Consultation on Handling Allegations of Abuse Made Against Adults Who Work with Children and Young People 
This consultation seeks views on draft guidance that sets out the statutory framework and underlying principles of handling allegations of abuse for those involved in dealing with allegations. It covers practical issues surrounding exercising professional judgement along with information sharing and record keeping. Deadline date: 7 August 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69906  



Events and Training

Minding the Gap: Recruitment and Retention in Children’s Services 
This special one-day conference, hosted by the Centre for Parliamentary Studies, offers a timely opportunity to assess the latest workforce reform measures and discuss their practical contribution to transforming recruitment and retention in children’s services. Furthermore, the conference will consider what further measures still need to be implemented to build a robust framework with a workforce equipped to deliver the radical changes needed to improve the lives of all children and young people who need support and protection. Location: One Birdcage Walk, Westminster, London 
Start: Tuesday, 30th June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69762  

Care Pathways 2009 
This year’s conference focuses on new and innovative techniques that can help make care pathways more effective including; lean thinking, measuring and monitoring clinical outcomes and using Patient Reported Outcome Measures (PROMs) within a care pathway to evaluate quality. 
Location: 76 Portland Place, London 
Start: Wednesday, 24th June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69950  


Early years professionals national conference 2009 
This inaugural one-day national event is designed to celebrate the success of Early Years Professionals (EYPs) and to strengthen the EYP community. 
Location: Birmingham 
Start: Tuesday, 14th July 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69968  

Young people’s workforce development programme’ 
DCSF has asked the Children's Workforce Network to undertake a programme of young people's workforce development. This programme involves three strands: strengthening leadership and management; building the capacity of the Third Sector; a common platform of skills and competences, including the Skills Development Framework and Youth Professional Status. Aimed at practitioners including third sector, representatives of voluntary organisations, employers in local authorities. 
Location: Birmingham 
Start: Friday, 19th June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69969  

Effectively safeguarding children 
An increased focus and emerging guidance on safeguarding practices, coupled with forthcoming changes in inspections processes, means that there is a lot to stay on top of in children’s services. Effectively Safeguarding Children conference supports local government in its drive to continuously improve safeguarding practices. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 18th June 2009  
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69970   

Young people’s workforce development programme’ 
DCSF has asked the Children's Workforce Network to undertake a programme of young people's workforce development. This programme involves three strands: strengthening leadership and management; building the capacity of the Third Sector; a common platform of skills and competences, including the Skills Development Framework and Youth Professional Status. Aimed at practitioners including third sector, representatives of voluntary organisations, employers in local authorities. 
Location: Taunton, Somerset 
Start: Tuesday, 16th June 2009  
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69971  

Child safety week 
Child Safety Week is the Child Accident Prevention Trust’s flagship community education campaign. It aims to raise awareness of the number of accidents that seriously injur or kill children and how to prevent them. Child Safety Week (22-28 June 2009) is for ANYONE working with families or children. So whether you work in a nursery, children’s centre, GP surgery, school, your own home, in the community, in road safety, in fire safety or somewhere else with children or families, you can get involved with Child Safety Week. 
Location: National 
Start: Monday, 22nd June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69976  

Involving disabled children in planning and reviews 
Intended learning outcomes. By the end of this course participants will:

Understand the legislation and guidance relevant to the participation of disabled children;  

Develop knowledge and awareness of the different ways in which disabled children communicate;  

Examine strategies and ways in which professionals can work to ensure that the views of children are taken into account in all decisions affecting their lives;  

Develop an action plan to change local practice.
Location: London 
Start: Wednesday, 17th June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69978  

Integrated Working in Health and Social Care. Second New Ways of Working Conference 
The aim of this conference is to showcase examples of innovative new ways or new types of working and look at where health and social care are making a difference to service users by working in partnership. There will also be opportunities to look at developments in the health or social care sector which have benefited service users from one sector and may provide useful learning for those working in the other sector. 
Location: London 
Start: Thursday, 11th June 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=69979 
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


