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ChiMat Knowledge Update

14 September 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  Enhanced ChiMat Data Atlas launched to help with improved decision-making for child health and maternity services

An update to ChiMat’s Data Atlas allows users to plot any two child and maternal health indicators held in ChiMat’s Data Atlas against each other to give tailor-made analysis based either on their PCT or local authority area. You can create customised tables or reports to use on an on-going basis as part of your planning or commissioning process.

ChiMat’s Data Atlas provides an interactive atlas of maps and data for child and maternal health indicators and statistics over time. The tool brings together a range of data into one, easy-to-use tool, allowing users not only to create a picture of their local area but to benchmark performance against regional and national comparators.
www.chimat.org.uk 

ChiMat Data Atlas updates
New! Permanent and fixed period exclusions from schools
Data on permanent and fixed period exclusions from schools has been added to the data atlas, this is data for maintained secondary and primary schools. Data is available at top level local authority level and can be found in the school aged children theme.
· Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS)

Data on Effectiveness of child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) has been added to the data atlas. This is indicator number 51 in the national indicator set. This data is at top level local authority and can be found under the children with acute or additional health needs theme.

· Baby friendly accreditation data
Data on baby friendly accreditation has been added to the data atlas. The Baby Friendly Initiative accredits maternity and community facilities that adopt internationally recognised standards of best practice in the care of mothers and babies. A Certificate of Commitment is the first step towards the full award and is assessed by post and via an action planning visit. Stage 1 assesses policies and procedures, Stage 2 the staff education programme and Stage 3 the care provided to pregnant women and new mothers. Data on this subject is ongoing, therefore the data on the atlas is a snaphot of this as of August 2009 and is available at PCT level.
www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

BBC: Contraception myths 'widespread' 
A survey suggests contraception myths may be widespread, with some reports of cling film or even kebabs being used as substitutes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74754  

MIDIRS launches new maternity care website for student midwives 
Leading UK maternity charity, MIDIRS, has developed an innovative online education and practice development resource dedicated to fulfilling the information needs of student midwives and those about to graduate to registered practitioner. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74759  

RCM: Labour drugs associated with drop in breastfeeding rates 
Drugs routinely administered to women during labour, like oxytocin and ergometrine, may be associated with reduced breastfeeding rates, according to a new study. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74808  

Behind the headlines: Can brain training aid children? 
Newspapers report that research shows a brain training game can “vastly improve children's school grades within a matter of weeks” (Daily Mail). The report is mixed with news that Facebook may improve working memory, but spell-checks and Twitter may "work against improving working memory" (The Independent). This 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74852  

BMA: Doctors call time on alcohol promotion 
In a bid to tackle the soaring cost of alcohol-related harm, particularly in young people, the BMA is calling for a total ban on alcohol advertising, including sports events and music festival sponsorship. In addition, the BMA is calling for an end to all promotional deals like happy hours, two-for-one purchases and ladies’ free entry nights. The new BMA report, “Under the Influence1”, launched today (Tuesday 8 September 2009) also renews the call for other tough measures such as a minimum price per unit on alcoholic drinks and for them to be taxed higher than the rate of inflation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74903  

Think Family Grant: 2009-10 
This circular sets out the grant allocations, conditions of grant and payment arrangements for the think family grant, supporting the roll-out of parent and family support across all authorities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74939  


BBC: ADHD brain chemistry clue found 
US researchers have pinned down new differences in the brain chemistry of people with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74954  

Troubled teens reveal social divide 
Today’s teens are most worried about losing weight and fitting in. But more teenagers from low income families worry about bullying, drugs, and smoking compared to peers from high income families. Surveys for NHS Teen LifeCheck published today reveal social similarities and divides on some of the top teenage concerns. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74975  

Child Poverty National Knowledge Workshop: Speech by Stephen Timms 
This is a transcript of the speech by Financial Secretary to the Treasury Stephen Timms in Manchester on 10 September 2009. He talks about the Child Poverty Bill. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75049  

UNICEF: Worldwide deaths of children under five decline, continuing positive trend 
There are fewer children than ever dying before they reach their fifth birthday, according to new figures released today by UNICEF. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75062  

Experts report rise in enquiries related to child poisonings 
The Health Protection Agency commissioned National Poisons Information Service (NPIS) has reported an 11% rise in the number of telephone enquiries from health professionals relating to incidents involving children aged under 10 years. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75064  

Kings Fund: Maternity units to be part of major new initiative to support safe services for mothers and babies 
A major new initiative to help maternity units in England create systems that ensure they consistently deliver the safest possible care during labour to mothers and their babies was launched today. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75065  

Guides and Practice

Guide to increasing breastfeeding rates with the Baby Friendly initiative 
The Baby Friendly accreditation scheme has the power to reduce costs as well as infant and maternal illnesses 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74799  

Common winter illnesses booklet 
Bliss launches new comprehensive advice booklet on common winter illnesses for parents of premature and sick babies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74813  


Are you ready for your inspection? A guide to inspections of provision on Ofsted's Childcare and Early Years Registers 
Booklet giving details about what can be expected from an inspection and how to prepare for it. It includes important information such as what records are required to be kept relating to each child cared for on the premises. The guide also answers questions on how long inspections take place and what happens if a childminder is not caring for a child at time of inspection. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74856  

Protecting Children - Supporting Foster Carers: Dealing with an allegation 
This publication is aimed at foster carers and their families, but it will also be helpful to childcare workers involved in investigations of foster carers, looked after young people, their advocates and birth families. The booklet discusses what happens when an allegation is made and what support is available. There is also a section for further information and contacts available. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74861  

Guidance on direct payments for community care, services for carers and children's services: England 2009 
The aim of this guidance is to assist local councils in making direct payments. Together with the Annexes, it also provides guidance on how local councils might manage and administer direct payments. It replaces ‘Direct payments guidance: community care, services for carers and children’s services (Direct Payments) guidance’ issued in 2003. The guidance has been updated to reflect recent legislative changes that extend direct payments to previously excluded groups. An impact assessment and equality impact assessment have been carried out. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74863  

Childcare groups: a passion to be outstanding 
This booklet asks 'outstanding providers' what are the secrets of successful childcare groups? It also tells you about the best practice that inspectors have seen so far in the Early Years Foundation Stage. It ends with 10 questions to think about for your own practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74870  

Pandemic Influenza Paediatric Clinical Pathways: Information for health care professionals working in primary care and the community 
This guidance should be used with the adult modules and provides additional paediatric information suitable for clinical staff in locations where acute medical care may be provided to children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75048  


Policy and Government Reports

Supporting carers to care. House of Commons Public Accounts Committee. Forty–second Report of Session 2008–09 
Report includes recommendations on improving delivery of benefits and employment support for carers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74829  

Reports

Under the influence: the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people 
This report examines the damaging effect of alcohol marketing on young people. It aims to identify effective ways of protecting young people from the influence of alcohol promotion and marketing, thereby redressing the excessively pro-alcohol social norms to which they are exposed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74826  

Reducing child imprisonment in England and Wales: lessons from abroad 
This report identifies a number of successful international approaches to reducing child and youth imprisonment and cutting crime. England and Wales has one of the highest child custody populations in the western world, and the number of children sentenced to custody more than tripled between 1991 and 2006. This report examines policies and programmes in countries with effective youth justice systems. The report also looks at how policymakers in Canada and New York responded to costly and damaging levels of youth custody by completely rethinking their approach to dealing with youth crime. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74835  

Quality at a lower cost: Making it happen 
In this Kings Fund Blog, Mark Jennings examines the options for health care improvement in the current financial climate. Introduces a soon to be launched Kings Fund work programme – Quality in a Cold Climate – which will aim to understand how the NHS can deliver higher quality care at lower cost. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74848  

Speech by Phil Hope, Minister of State for Care Services, 3 June 2009: Aiming High For Disabled Children One Year On conference 
This is a transcript of the speech by Care Minister Phil Hope in London on 3 June 2009. He talks about the progress made in improving care for disabled children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74865  

Aiming high for disabled children: delivering improved health services 
Primary care trusts (PCTs) can improve services for disabled children by working with disability groups according to this report by the NHS Confederation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74953  


Tools and Data

NHS Immunisation Statistics England 2008-09 
These statistics look at those immunised against childhood diseases by their 1st, 2nd and 5th birthday, over 65s immunised against influenza and immunisation against tuberculosis (BCG) for young babies and older people at greatest risk. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74873  


Research

Process evaluation of a school-based weight gain prevention program: the Dutch Obesity Intervention in Teenagers (DOiT) 
Health promotion programs benefit from an accompanying process evaluation since it can provide more insight in the strengths and weaknesses of a program. A process evaluation was conducted to assess the reach, implementation, satisfaction and maintenance of a school-based program aimed at the prevention of excessive weight gain among Dutch adolescents [Dutch Obesity Intervention in Teenagers (DOiT)]. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74762  

Smoking among Dutch elementary schoolchildren: gender-specific predictors 
Higher rates of smoking initiation and continuation by female compared with male adolescents, as found in many developed countries, may call for gender-specific prevention programs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74763  

Impact of Teen Depression on Academic, Social, and Physical Functioning 
Objective This study aimed to determine the impact of teen depression on peer, family, school, and physical functioning and the burden on parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74800  

Prenatal Consultation With a Neonatologist for Congenital Anomalies: Parental Perceptions 
Objectives To investigate parental expectations of a prenatal consultation with a neonatologist for a prenatally diagnosed congenital anomaly, to identify parents' values and unmet needs, and to obtain recommendations for improving physician–parent communication in a prenatal consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74801  

PEDS and ASQ Developmental Screening Tests May Not Identify the Same Children 
Objective In analyzing data from a larger study, this study noticed significant disagreement between results of 2 commonly used developmental screening tools (Parents' Evaluation of Developmental Status [PEDS; parent concern questionnaire] and Ages & Stages Questionnaires [ASQ; parent report of developmental skills]) delivered to children at the same visit in primary care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74802  

Impaired Health-Related Quality of Life in Children With Recurrent Pain 
Objective The goal of the current study was to investigate self-reported, health-related quality of life (HRQoL) in a general population of young schoolchildren with recurrent pain (ie, headache, stomachache, or backache). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74803  

Dramatic Increase in Venous Thromboembolism in Children's Hospitals in the United States From 2001 to 2007 
Objectives The goals were to determine whether there has been an increase in the rate of venous thromboembolism (VTE) in pediatric tertiary care hospitals and to evaluate the use of anticoagulants in the treatment of hospitalized pediatric patients with VTE. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74804  


Efficacy of Interventions to Improve Motor Development in Young Children: A Systematic Review 
Objective The objective of this study was to systematically review evidence from controlled trials on the efficacy of motor development interventions in young children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74805  

Identifying Learning Problems in Children Evaluated for ADHD: The Academic Performance Questionnaire 
Objective The objective of this study was to assess the usefulness of the Academic Performance Questionnaire (APQ) to identify low reading and math achievement in children who are being evaluated for attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74806  

Psychotropic Drug Use During Breastfeeding: A Review of the Evidence 
Objective The objective of this study was to review the existing literature on the use of various classes of psychotropic medications during breastfeeding to provide information about infant exposure levels and reported adverse events in breastfed infants. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74807  

Classification of Body Fatness by Body Mass Index–for-Age Categories Among Children 
Objective To examine the ability of various body mass index (BMI)–for-age categories, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's 85th to 94th percentiles, to correctly classify the body fatness of children and adolescents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74969  

Consultations

NICE: School-based interventions to prevent smoking: consultation on the draft guidance 
NICE is developing public health intervention guidance School-based interventions to prevent the uptake of smoking among children. All registered stakeholders for the above public health intervention guidance are invited to comment on the draft guidance. This consultation will take place between 3rd September – 1st October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74811  

NICE: Hypertensive disorders during pregnancy: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on Hypertensive disorders during pregnancy is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. Consultation dates: 3 September – 29 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74812  

NICE: Donor breast milk banks: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on Donor breast milk banks is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. Consultation dates: 8 September to 5pm on 6 October 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75063  

Consultation on a Review of Parental Order Regulations 
This consultation seeks views on regulations on parental orders, which transfer parenthood from the surrogate (and her husband or partner if she has one) to the couple who commission the surrogacy arrangement. Parental orders are currently available to married couples only. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 enables same-sex couples and unmarried couples as well as married couples to apply for a parental order. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74643  

Second evaluation of the integrated qualifications framework (IQF) 
This invitation to tender is for a phase two evaluation of the Integrated Qualifications Framework (IQF).  Closes 12 October 2009.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74277  

New Horizons: towards a shared vision for mental health - consultation 
This DH consultation sets out a new vision for mental health and well-being to take forward the work of the NSF for Mental Health. It sets out government’s commitment to promoting whole population mental health and wellbeing. Consultation closes 15th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73597  

Consultation on the statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors 
Consultation from the Health Professions Council on the potential statutory regulation of psychotherapists and counsellors. Consultation closes 16th October. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=73598  

Events and Training

Time & decision making: Right for children - fair to parents? 
Leeds, 27 October 2009
When deciding whether a child should remain at home or be taken in to care, it is important to make decisions based on the child's early development needs; this conference aims to look at how these decisions can be improved, and how the speed of the process can be enhanced for children, whilst also giving parents a chance to show that they can care for their children. The one-day event aims to pull together cutting edge research, and present views from different professional perspectives. The conference is aimed at all social work professionals and academics, CAFCASS staff, Children's Service Managers, Family Law solicitors, barristers, and judges, in addition to any other professionals that work with young children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74882  

Healthier Inside: Delivering Every Child Matters in secure settings 
These seminars follow the successful evaluation of NCB's Healthier Inside toolkit and provide practical advice on how to meet Every Child Matters in secure settings. They also focus on supporting bereaved children and young people, who are over-represented in the criminal justice system. Aimed at practitioners working with or within secure settings to improve children and young people’s health and well-being, these seminars will equip delegates with tools to achieve the Every Child Matters outcomes for all children and young people. 

London, 15 September 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74887  

Leeds, 22 September 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74888  

Birmingham, 30 September 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=74890  

Working together to reduce youth crime Effective solutions inside and outside the criminal justice system 
London, 26 November 2009
Nacro's 2009 annual conference will identify and discuss practical solutions to youth offending: how the criminal justice system should respond and where matters are better dealt with outside the system. The conference will identify effective practice for joint work between statutory and voluntary agencies, the communities they serve and ex-offenders - reinforcing the contribution each can make and, in doing so, saving society a huge cost. The event will hear from those in policy and those on the front line - and from young people themselves. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75001  

Children’s Trusts, Local Safeguarding Children Boards and Serious Case Reviews: Next Steps 
London, 2 December 2009
Delegates at this Westminster Briefing will have the opportunity to consider the implications of the recommendations in the Laming progress report and the government’s response.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75002 

Repositioning child protection: learning from good practice. The 16th national symposium on inter-agency training 
Leicester, 1 December 2009
Piat (Promoting inter-agency training) is a collaborative partnership between the NSPCC, Sheffield University and the Professional Development Group at the University of Nottingham, working together to promote inter-agency training in child protection. This 16th national symposium on inter-agency training will empower inter-agency trainers to address the national child protection agenda and share effective practice.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75006  

A Practical Guide to Safeguarding Vulnerable Children 
London, 24 November 2009
Lord Laming set out a compelling analysis and a comprehensive set of recommendations to ensure best practice is universally applied in every area of the country, to strengthen national and local leadership and accountability, and to provide more support to local leaders and for the frontline workforce. Through a series of topical sessions you will have the opportunity to hear about the developments and practices in safeguarding vulnerable children, including improving safeguarding outcomes, delivering training and educating frontline staff and learning form Serious Case Reviews (SCRs). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75009  

Aiming High: Transforming the Lives of Disabled Children 
London, 4 November 2009
This conference, hosted by The Centre for Parliamentary Studies, provides an invaluable opportunity for practitioners and stakeholders to assess current progress in transforming disabled children’s services, and identify ongoing gaps in provision that must be addressed. The conference will examine how to tailor services around the needs of disabled children and their families through the successful implementation of the Core Offer and the Disabled Children’s National Indicator (NI54). Delegates will discuss how to work in partnership to provide consistent and co-ordinated support for disabled children, throughout their childhood and transition into adulthood, to ensure that every child lives a happy, healthy life and is able to reach their full potential. Delegates will debate, network and share vital best practice with colleagues across the education, health and social services landscape.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75010  

Child and Adolescent Health and Wellbeing: Tackling Self Harm, Eating Disorders and Improving Access to Mental Health Services 
London, 20 October 2009
This special Public Policy Exchange Symposium, hosted by the Centre for Parliamentary Studies, offers a timely opportunity for local practitioners, schools and other stakeholders to examine the Government’s mental health framework delivery objectives within the context of the CAMHS Review.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75067   

Safeguarding children and interagency working: How can the processes and tools for early intervention reduce the likelihood of child misery? 
London, 2 October 2009
The recent Protection of Children in England: Progress Report by Lord Laming explained how Inter-agency working is increasingly becoming the norm and most staff across a range of children’s services is committed to it. But as he asserted, acceptance for shared responsibility for safeguarding needs to be more widespread. In the wake of Lord Laming’s review of safeguarding the importance of integrated working is reaffirmed but better early intervention is vital in reducing the likelihood of child misery and ensuring children’s wellbeing. This seminar repeated due to popular demand, will provide a timely opportunity to examine the principles of the processes and tools that underpin good interagency working and enable us to better deliver prevention.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75068   

Safeguarding Children – Getting it right across the NHS 
London, 21 October 2009 
Safeguarding Children 2009 is designed to serve two vital goals; drawing together insight, information & understanding around the core issues facing health professionals in this area, whilst providing a forum for debate, collaboration and networking by the very professionals implementing child protection services at the coalface. The conference has in place a list of very credible speakers who will cover a range of areas surrounding Safeguarding Children.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75069  

CSN Annual Conference: Transforming Services and Changing Lives 
London, 11 November 2009
This LGiU Children’s Services Network policy conference — Transforming services and changing lives — will provide a forum for national and local politicians and practitioners from here and abroad to debate how to make a positive difference to the lives of children and young people. The debate will focus on two key areas of policy and practice, these being: * Children’s social care, at a time when demand for services is increasing and the case for reform is being heavily pressed. * Education - The main political parties have all set out new visions for the future of schools and the role of the education system in forming the adults of tomorrow.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75070   

Working with kinship carers and young people where there is parental substance misuse 
London, 12 November 2009
The upward trend in kinship caring is prompted in large part by increasing numbers of parents with significant drug or alcohol problems; an estimated 1.3m children have parents who misuse drugs or alcohol, and substance misuse is present in the home life of approximately 25% of children on child protection registers. There has also been a move by child protection policy makers towards the view that children are probably better off with people to whom they are related or who are family friends. To ensure that the expansion of kinship care is successful, service providers need to understand the needs of kinship carers, re-consider the assessment and pre-assessment processes, and offer longer term and better support. These issues form the main focus of this seminar, with practical examples of successful support services and planning procedures. Delegates will be encouraged to participate and to contribute examples from their own professional experience.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=75072  
Bottom of Form

If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.

www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 







The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


