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ChiMat Knowledge Update

9 November 2009
This update highlights the latest addtions to the national Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements
Updates to the ChiMat Data Atlas

National Indicators datasets update

Data on the following national indicators has been updated on the data atlas:

· National Indicator 58 – Emotional Behaviour of Looked After Children
· National Indicator 61 – The percentage of looked after children adopted during the year who were placed for adoption within 12 months of a local authority deciding that the child should be placed for adoption (and were subsequently adopted in that placement).
· National Indicator 62 – The percentage of children looked after at 31 March with three or more placements subsequently adopted in that placement.
Data from the PE and sports survey 2008/09, published by DCSF, has been added to the data atlas. This can be found in the school aged children theme.

Smoking during pregnancy data has been added to the data atlas. This is available at PCT level and can be found in the pregnancy and early years theme of the atlas.

www.atlas.chimat.org.uk 

Asthma emergency admissions data toolkit
ChiMat have updated and relaunched an online toolkit to increase the efficiency of services for children with long-term conditions. The Disease Management Information Toolkit (DMIT) for paediatric asthma has information at Primary Care Trust (PCT) level on emergency hospital admissions for patients aged under 19 with a primary diagnosis of asthma. The toolkit enables PCTs to compare their emergency admission rates, bed-days and lengths of stay with a range of different comparators. It is designed to highlight variations at PCT level and allow benchmarking to inform the commissioning decision-making process for children’s services. This is the first in a series of modules – future modules include diabetes and epilepsy.

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMTDMIT 
New module on Continence in children added to the ChiMat Needs Assessment Toolkit

This toolkit supports you in undertaking needs assessments as part of your children and young people’s plans and joint strategic needs assessment. It provides appropriate evidence-based information on prevalence, incidence and risk factors affecting children’s health and the provision of healthcare services. Other modules are: Demographic Profile; CAMHS; Children and young people with disabilities. New modules are in development.
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHMT2 

In the News

ChiMat does not accept responsibility for the availability, reliability or content of these news items and does not necessarily endorse the views expressed within them.

ECP: Unemployment creates new child poverty crisis 
“We couldn’t let the banks fail, now we mustn’t fail our children” A staggering two million British children... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77770  

CYPN: Young people who self-harm are critical of the way the NHS treats self-inflicted injuries, according to a survey by three youth charities 
Depaul UK, 42nd Street and YouthNet surveyed 179 users of their online Self-harm: Recovery, advice and support service, a resource for young people suffering from self-harm. A 25-year-old woman said: "When I have been to hospital to get my wounds dressed I had horrible treatments from nurses."..... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77772  

DH: When mums need help most 
New research released today has revealed that, after the understandable flurry in the first eight weeks of motherhood, the period when first-time mums have the most questions about their babies’ development can be pin-pointed to five months and one week after they have given birth. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77773  

Children and Young Person’s Psychological Wellbeing and Mental Health National Support Team (NST) 
The Psychological wellbeing and mental health of children and young people will be the focus of a new National Support Team (NST) currently being established. National support teams provide consultancy-style expert tailored support to health partnerships in England (Primary Care Trusts, other NHS Trusts and Local Authorities). This is done, typically, through a 3 day visit to a partnership by a team of specialists and experts during which they have discussions with a range of key people, including senior managers and board members. The team’s information is combined and transformed into a report of recommendations and offers of support that is presented to the local stakeholders on the final day of the visit. Read more... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77776  


RCOG release: RCOG issues new guidance on vitamin supplementation in pregnancy 
The Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG) Scientific Advisory Committee has released a new opinion paper on vitamin supplementation during pregnancy. The paper examines the evidence for vitamin supplementation and provides guidance for pregnant women in the UK. The committee considered the use of multivitamin preparations, as well as the use of high dose individual vitamins for the prevention of specific diseases. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77783  

DH: Child obesity ‘levelling off’ 
New data shows progress on obesity as Healthy Towns help communities Change4Life. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77831  

BBC: Call to improve sick-baby units 
New standards for the care of sick babies have been published in an attempt to improve services in England. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77848  

ECM: All young people to learn Personal Social Health and Economic (PSHE) education 
Secretary of State, Ed Balls announces that all PSHE education will be made compulsory in schools from September 2011. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77937  

BBC: Young 'must have swine flu jab' 
All schoolchildren and college students should be vaccinated against swine flu, the Tories say. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77939  

CommunityCare: BASW brands integrated children's system a failure 
The British Association of Social Workers has branded the implementation of the computerised integrated children's system (ICS), which records details of children receiving social care, a "systematic failure". 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77942  

CWDC: Dawn Primarolo launches Young People's Workforce Reform Programme 
An important chapter for the young people’s workforce, and those it serves, begins today, as Children and Young People’s Minister, Dawn Primarolo launches the Young People’s Workforce Reform Programme. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77943  

ECM: New Child Poverty Family Intervention Projects to support vulnerable children 
Children's Minister, Dawn Primarolo announces 20 areas to deliver the new £6.5m projects. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77944  

CYPN: Children want say in social work 
Looked-after children have urged the chair of the Social Work Task Force to recommend their involvement in the training and recruitment of social workers. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77945  

CYPN: Children with complex needs are to receive individual health plans 
Children with complex health needs will have an individual health plan put in place next year as part of a government programme, CYP Now can reveal. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77946  


CYPN: Teenagers are using cannabis less but drinking more 
Teenagers across Europe are using cannabis less but are more likely to binge drink, according to latest data from drug addiction monitoring experts. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77970  

CYPN: NSPCC confirms job losses 
The NSPCC has confirmed that 45 jobs will be lost as part of a shake-up at the charity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77972  

Teachernet: The really good school dinner [Campaign] 
The call is out to all schools inviting them to help children both here and in some of the world's poorest countries. The campaign: encourages more pupils to try school food, which is now governed by nutritional standards, so guarantees them a healthy meal; raises money for the WFP to give children in the world's poorest countries a school meal and, often by consequence, an education. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77978  

Behind the headlines: Pregnant smoking linked to child tantrums 
“Smoking during pregnancy significantly increases the risk of having a child with behavioural problems,” The Guardian has reported. This finding is based on a study which followed the early years of around 13,000 children. This NHS Choices 'Behind the headlines' article examines the evidence behind this report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77980  

DCSF: Contactpoint to start national rollout 
...ContactPoint starts to be rolled out nationally to local authorities and frontline practitioners, Children’s Secretary Ed Balls and Children’s Minister Delyth Morgan confirmed... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=78002  

DCSF: Children’s Minister: ‘Think Family’ to support vulnerable children 
Twenty areas will deliver the new £6.5m Child Poverty Family Intervention Projects. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=78003  


Guides and Practice

Self-Harm Recovery, Advice and Support 
A resource for young people suffering from self-harm. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77771  

Swine Flu Vaccination Programme: Information to support the vaccination of pregnant women 
This is a letter to GPs and practice nurses introducing a questions and answers document and other information materials. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77774  

Advice for Patients: Bronchiolitis and Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
Bronchiolitis is an infection that affects the lungs and breathing passages; the name "bronchiolitis" means inflammation of the small airways in the lungs. Bronchiolitis is caused by viruses, the most common being respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). The RSV virus is so common that almost all children get RSV by the time they are 2 years of age...... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77782  

Dangers of listening to the fetal heart at home 
An over the counter fetal heart monitor can be a fun purchase for expectant parents eager to hear their unborn child. But Abhijoy Chakladar and Hazel Adams warn that parents shouldn’t rely on the devices to indicate fetal health 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77938  

Toolkit for high quality neonatal services 
The Department of Health has published new guidance to help the NHS improve the care provided for premature and sick babies during their first days. The Toolkit includes a set of eight principles for quality neonatal services and a framework to assist commissioners. The principles aim to establish the following standards in neonatal care: Organisation of neonatal services; Staffing of neonatal services; Care of the baby and family experience; Transfers; Professional competence, education and training; Surgical services; Clinical governance; Data requirements.  
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77947  

GMC updates pandemic flu guidance 
The GMC has updated its guidance for doctors working in a pandemic. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77950  

Supporting social care for families and children: An introduction to SCIE’s resources 
A new booklet presenting SCIE’s range of resources for families and children’s social care. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77951  



Reports

Global report on laws protecting children from age discrimination 
This report, part of the new toolkit, looks at laws on discrimination in a selection of countries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77914  

Nothing but the truth? A discussion paper 
This paper sets out important issues as the basis for discussion on how to ensure data about local public services is fit for purpose. It asks if citizens, along with frontline staff, managers, politicians, central government and local public service regulators, can have confidence in the data they rely on. And if not, what needs to be done about it? 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77917  

Feeling the heat 
Climate change could kill 250,000 children next year, and the figure could rise to more than 400,000 by 2030, according to the Save the Children new report, Feeling the Heat. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77940  

Childhood obesity 
In some London boroughs a third of children leaving primary school at the age of 11 are overweight or obese. We know overweight children are much more likely to become obese adults, so this major public health problem must be tackled early. The government’s child obesity public service agreement target aims to slow down this harmful trend.... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77941  

Customer voice research: sex and relationships education. DCSF Research Report 
This qualitative research was conducted to understand parents’ opinions on the parental right to withdraw children and young people from sex and relationship education (SRE) in Personal, Social, Health and Economic education. This included if and at what age they feel it would be appropriate for children and young people to be taught SRE in schools without the parental right to withdraw. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77968  

Sex Education Poll (October 2009): Headline Findings and Data Tables 
The Government is planning to make sex and relationship lessons part of the National Curriculum from September 2011. A sample of 1,791 adults aged 18+ and 1,661 parents were interviewed online in England between 9th and 16th October 2009 to find out if they agreed that every child should attend such lessons. In making such lessons part of the National Curriculum, the Government is considering changing the age until which parents can withdraw their child from these lessons. Interviewees were asked which of five options came closest to their view. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77971  

BASW and ADCS call for no-blame approach in SCRs 
Social workers and directors of children's services have called for serious case reviews to use a no-blame "systems approach" as developed by the Social Care Institute for Excellence... 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=78005  


Tools and Data

Child Trust Fund statistics 
Statistics showing the number of Child Trust Fund (CTF) vouchers issued and the number of accounts opened are published quarterly. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77974  



Research

Antibacterial Medication Use During Pregnancy and Risk of Birth Defects: National Birth Defects Prevention Study 
Objective: To estimate the association between antibacterial medications and selected birth defects. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77775  

Parental Views on Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Therapies in Critically Ill Children 
Objective: To broaden existing knowledge of pediatric end-of-life decision making by exploring factors described by parents of patients in the pediatric intensive care unit (PICU) as important/influential if they were to consider withdrawing life-sustaining therapies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77777  

Physical Activity Opportunities Associated With Fitness and Weight Status Among Adolescents in Low-Income Communities 
Objective: To identify physical activity opportunities linked to fitness and weight status among adolescents in low-income communities. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77778  

Obesity in the Transition to Adulthood 
Objective: To trace how racial/ethnic and immigrant disparities in body mass index (BMI) change over time as adolescents (age, 11-19 years) transition to young adulthood (age, 20-28 years). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77779  

Television Exposure as a Risk Factor for Aggressive Behavior Among 3-Year-Old Children 
Objective: To examine associations of child television (TV) exposure and household TV use with aggressive behavior among 3-year-old children while controlling for demographic characteristics and risk and protective factors for aggression. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77780  

Effect of Early Intervention on 8-Year Growth Status of Low-Birth-Weight Preterm Infants 
Objective: To examine the impact of early educational experience at age 8 years on child growth status. The Infant Health and Development Program has shown positive impacts to age 8 years on intelligence and adaptive functioning of larger preterm infants. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77781  

Hidden Children –separated children at risk 
Professionals ‘missing opportunities’ to help hidden children exploited for sex and forced labour. Children and young people trafficked into the UK, or exploited after their arrival, are struggling to get help from authorities responsible for their welfare, according to new research from The Children’s Society. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77948  

Young Children's Risk of Unintentional Injury: A Comparison of Mothers’ and Fathers’ Supervision Beliefs and Reported Practices 
Objective: There is increasing interest in understanding how parent supervision influences young children's risk of injury, but nearly all of this research has been conducted with mothers. The present study compared first-time mothers’ and fathers’ supervisory beliefs and reported practices, and related these scores to parental reports of their child's history of injuries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77952  

A Randomized Controlled Trial of Massage Therapy in Children with Sickle Cell Disease 
Objective: This randomized controlled trial investigated the short-term effects of massage therapy on youth with SCD and their parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77953  

Family Therapy for Adolescents with Poorly Controlled Diabetes: Initial Test of Clinical Significance 
Objective: Examined a structured family therapy approach in promoting clinically meaningful improvements in parent–adolescent conflict in adolescents with poorly controlled diabetes. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77954  

Children's Response to Serious Illness: Perceptions of Benefit and Burden in a Pediatric Cancer Population 
Objective To examine a revised measure of benefit finding for children, in relation to perceptions of illness-related burden, and other measures of child psychological functioning. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77955  

Relationships Among Sleepiness, Sleep Time, and Psychological Functioning in Adolescents 
Objective: This study examined associations among adolescent sleepiness, sleep duration, variability in sleep duration, and psychological functioning (symptoms of anxiety, depression, externalizing behaviors, and perceived health). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77956  

Meal and snacking patterns of school-aged children in Scotland 
Background: Current lifestyles and the choice and availability of foods may influence the eating patterns of children. The aim of this study was to investigate the meal and snacking patterns of school-aged children in Scotland. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77973  

Paracetamol use and the risk of asthma in children and adults: systematic review and meta-analysis 
Data from epidemiological studies suggesting a link between paracetamol use and increased risk of asthma have been conflicting. Researchers conducted a systematic review and meta-analysis to quantify this association. They searched the literature published between 1966 to 2008 for all clinical trials and observational studies, and identified 13 cross-sectional studies, four cohort studies, and two case-control studies comprising 425,140 patients 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77977  



Consultations

NICE: Preventing unintentional injuries among under 15s in the home - draft guidance consultation 
Consultation on the draft guidance relating to Preventing unintentional injuries in the home among under 15s: providing safety equipment and home-risk assessments. Registered stakeholders are invited to comment on the draft guidance document which includes the draft recommendations. This consultation will take place between Wednesday 4th November and Wednesday 2nd December 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77949  

NICE: Bacterial meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia in children: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on Bacterial meningitis and meningococcal septicaemia in children is being developed for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations via this website. Consultation dates: 22 October - 17 December 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77376  

NICE: Weight management in pregnancy – consultation on the evidence 
NICE was asked by the Department of Health (DH) to develop guidance on ‘Dietary interventions and physical activity interventions for weight management in pregnancy’. The scope is available from the NICE website: All registered stakeholders are now invited to comment on the evidence that has been assembled to inform the development of this guidance. This evidence will be used by the Public Health Interventions Advisory Committee (PHIAC) to develop draft recommendations. The evidence comprises a review of effectiveness an economic analysis. The consultation on this evidence will run from 22 October to 19 November 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77377  

CWDC: Practitioner-led research good practice guide 
CWDC intends to commission an individual or an organisation to develop a good practice guide for practitioner researchers. The good practice guide will provide future CWDC PLR applicants as well as others undertaking similar research with guidance on how to produce high quality work and reports. Application closing date: 2 Dec 2009 at 13:00 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76987  

CWDC: Delivering a trial of a national CPD programme for strategic workforce leads 
The Children's Workforce Development Council is inviting proposals from organisations to deliver their new CPD programme for strategic workforce leads. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76676  

DCSF: Consultation on Draft Code of Practice on Provision of the Free Entitlement for Three and Four-year-olds 
This consultation seeks views on changes to delivery of the free entitlement for three and four-year-olds, which will be implemented through a revised code of practice for local authorities from September 2010. Deadline date: 8 January 2010 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76735  

ContactPoint: Consultation on Proposed Amendments to the Children Act 2004 Information Database (England) Regulations 2007 
This consultation seeks views on proposed amendments to The Children Act 2004 Information Database (England) Regulations 2007 (the ContactPoint regulations) which were made under section 12 of the Children Act 2004 and came in to force on 1 August 2007. They apply to England only. The ContactPoint regulations provide a legal framework for the operation and maintenance of ContactPoint (formerly known as the Information Sharing Index). Closing Date: Tuesday 29 December 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76609  

DCSF: Revising the National Minimum Standards for Adoption, Children’s Homes and Fostering 
This consultation seeks views on proposed revisions to the national minimum standards for adoption, children's homes and fostering. It also asks for comments on how to improve the standards further. Deadline date: 17 December 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=76097
Events and Training

Child Exploitation: Offending trends and the legal landscape 
London, 19 November 2009
The distinction between online and offline offending against children is disappearing. This conference explores what are the immediate policing and legal challenges in this rapidly evolving and disturbing area of criminal offending against children? This one-day conference is directed at those engaged or interested in investigating and prosecuting offences such offences from a UK perspective, including the legal professions, law enforcement, NGO’s, and organisations working within child protection. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77759  


Handled with care? Learning from 20th and 21st Century care leavers about their care experiences 
York, 26 November 2009
The aims of this conference are: To be able to hear the experiences of post-care adults and recent care leavers; to reflect on changes and progress made in services provided for people in care; to consider past practice and how we can improve services now and in the future; to debate how best to support children and young people in care today; to contrast research from Australia and UK; and to explore best practice in helping post-care adults to access information. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77760  

Alcohol, Lifestyle Influences and Teenage Pregnancy: Breaking the Cycle of Risky Behaviour 
London, 9 December 2009
This Special one-day symposium, hosted by the Centre for Parliamentary Studies, offers a timely opportunity for local practitioners, schools and stakeholders to discuss the latest indicators and consider the serious challenges posed by the cycle of risky sexual behaviour attributable directly to the consumption of alcohol and substance misuse. Delegates will examine the significant rise in the number of 11-15 year-olds – including an alarming increase in young girls – drinking unsupervised with the inevitable consequence of them being at greater risk of harm and poor sexual health. The symposium will also examine the impact of new risky behaviour phenomena such as ‘sexting’ and cyberbullying on the sexual health and wellbeing of children and young people. Delegates will have the opportunity to debate, share best practice and network with colleagues from across the local authority, teenage pregnancy/sexual health services, education and government landscape. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=77969  

Community Care Live Children and Families 09 
London, 18 November 2009
A full conference programme of workshops and plenary sessions and a comprehensive exhibition. Information and knowledge for everyone working with children and families. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=78004  

Bottom of Form

Bottom of Form

If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.

www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


