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ChiMat Knowledge Update

16 January 2009
This update summarises the latest addtions to the Child and Maternal Health Observatory –  ChiMat – website over the last seven days.  All these resources and more are available at www.chimat.org.uk.
ChiMat Announcements

New!  We are holding our launch conferece on 26 February 2009 – join us
 Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: Conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health.
National Science Learning Centre, University of York, 26 February 2009 

The conference will include presentations from a range of influential strategic leaders and academic experts in the field of child and maternal health. You will learn how ChiMat can support effective planning, commissioning and delivery of children’s services. Hear about, see demos and discuss a range of national child health information initiatives… 

www.conference.chimat.org.uk 
New!  Opportunties to work with ChiMat
We’re now looking to strengthen and expand our team to deliver a challenging and exciting work programme for the coming year. We’d like to hear from individuals with relevant skills and experience and a real commitment to improving child health and wellbeing.
We are recruiting the following roles:

· Programme Director

· Business Manager

· Web Developer 

· Administrator
For more details about the roles and how to apply go to:
http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_VACANCIES 
News


'Many teen mums are just lonely' 
With over 40,000 pregnancies to girls aged under 18 every year Britain has the worst record on teenage pregnancy in western Europe. This article reports on the experiences of a number of teenagers taking part in a sexual health project on an estate in Sheffield. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63388  

Critically ill child care lacking 
Most children with septic shock are not receiving appropriate life-saving treatment in A&E, a UK audit suggests. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63391  

Government orders review of Doncaster's inadequate children's services 
The government has ordered a review of Doncaster's children's services, after inspectors judged it inadequate at the end of last year. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63392  

Water softener eczema relief hope 
Scientists are investigating if installing a home water softener can relieve children's eczema symptoms. The Department of Health-backed study will also look at the differing effects of hard and soft water on the condition which causes dry and itchy skin. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63395  

Breast cancer gene-free baby born 
The first baby in the UK tested before conception for a genetic form of breast cancer has been born. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63397  

New leadership training for directors of children's services to start from this year 
Ed Balls today (8 January) announced a new leadership programme for Directors of Children’s Services will start from this autumn - with a bespoke programme for those at the forefront of children’s services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63402  

Children of poorer families face as big a hill as ever 
A child’s chances of success still depend largely on the background and earnings of his or her parents despite the billions poured into education in recent years, according to an independent. The Social Mobility Commission, reporting the day before a long-awaited white paper on the subject, finds that social class accounts for much of the gap in attainment between higher and lower achievers. It is evident from the early years that the gap widens as children get older. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63405  

Doctors push government for ring-fenced EWTD cash 
Doctors are calling for hospitals to have ring-fenced funding to help them prepare for junior doctors’ 48-hour working week, to be introduced this summer. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63430  

EWTD vote raises pressure on trusts 
The European Parliament has agreed that all periods of on-call time should count as working time, in its latest vote on the European Working Time Directive. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63432  

Survey shows impact of recession on children's departments 
Six per cent of local authority children's services departments have experienced increased demands on services because of the recession, according to a survey by the Local Government Association. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63456  

Foyer launches two-year health project 
A supported housing project in Nottingham has launched a two-year project to improve the health of its young residents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63457  

White paper pledges extra cash for free childcare 
The government has announced an extra £57m in extra funding for free childcare places for two-year-olds in its white paper on social mobility. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63480  

Children at heart of New Opportunities white paper 
Ed Balls today announced a new package of support to help all children reach their full potential and narrow the gap in educational attainment and life chances between children from deprived backgrounds and those who are better off. The Government’s New Opportunities White paper builds on the Children’s Plan and details new policies to provide more support for children and families 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63502  

The Children, Families and Maternity e-Bulletin [January 09] 
This monthly bulletin is designed to provide updates on activities that support the delivery of the Be Healthy outcome for children, young people and families through the Every Child Matters 'Change for Children' agenda. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63534  

National Family Week 2009 25th to 31st May 2009 
This exciting new initiative will celebrate and promote the social and personal benefits of family life, which is crucial for the future of our society. During the week, numerous fun activities, national competitions and events for families will take place in hundreds of venues across the nation, some with celebrity involvement. Schools, children's centres, local councils, charities and not-for-profit organisations will use the week to showcase their own family-friendly work and services, and to encourage debate on the key issues. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63535  

Disability Theme Sector Specialists 
The Centre for Excellence and Outcomes in Children and Young People's Services is seeking to recruit 18 Disability Sector Specialists (2 in each GO region). C4EO has started work on its 2nd theme – disability and a critical role is to offer support to LAs and their children’s trust partners to use this new knowledge to improve outcomes for disabled children, young people and their families.  Closing Date 31st January 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63536  

New information available on Transforming Community Services 
The Royal College of Nursing has published new information on the Transforming Community Services (TCS) programme which underpins the NHS Next Stage Review. The programme includes a number of initiatives which have been designed to help staff provide high quality evidence-based care, and achieve positive outcomes for the community they serve. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63539  

No children's services in joint working scheme 
Children's services will not feature in a Department of Health programme to improve integrated working, the government's primary care tsar has revealed. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63541  

All childcare workers may need A-level equivalent by 2015 
The government has given its strongest indication yet that all childcare practitioners will be required to have at least A-level standard qualifications by 2015. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63542  

Letter for Directors of Childrens' Services: Change4Life - The national movement to tackle childhood obesity 
This letter from Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls and Secretary of State for Health Alan Johnson outlines recent events in the Change4Life campaign and asks directors of children's services to align existing initiatives and local activities with the Change4Life brand. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63554  
Local Authorities to bid for free school meal pilots 
Local Authorities and Primary Care Trusts (PCTs) are being asked to bid to take part in a £20m, two year pilot scheme for free school meals, Children’s Secretary Ed Balls and Health Secretary Alan Johnson announced. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63588  

Epidurals 'safer' than thought 
“Epidurals and spinal anaesthetics are much safer than previously realised,” The Times reported. This ‘behind the headlines’ report examines the evidence behind this article.
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63596  

Ofsted: Stoke turns round children's services under Serco 
A joint area review published this week credits independent provider Serco, which took over the running of the service in April 2007, with "accelerating" improvements after previous inspections highlighted serious deficiencies in leadership. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63598  

Health visitors can combat post-natal depression 
Health visitors can be trained to identify women with postnatal depression and offer effective psychological treatment, according to new research published in the British Medical Journal. But health visitors union Unite said there were not enough health visitors to implement the findings of the research. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63599  



Guides and Practice

Commissioning Support Programme [website] 
This is a prototype website designed to help engage with commissioning practitioners and explore how the Commissioning Support Programme can deliver practical resources and support online. Your feedback on this pilot website will shape the development of a permanent website creating an active online community of practitioners who can share ideas, knowledge and resources. The Commissioning Support Programme has been set up to help Children’s Trust partners improve the quality and consistency of commissioning. The Programme reflects the central focus of commissioning: tailoring services more effectively to meet the needs of children, young people and families to improve outcomes for them. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63604 
Guidance on the employment of children 
This guidance is intended to set out the key provisions of the law on child employment and include some best practice advice for those implementing it. It is intended to be read mainly by local authority officers dealing with child employment, employers, parents and other stakeholders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63399  

ParentingStyles 
ParentingStyles was formed to offer a unique reference point on comprehensive advice on parenting and parenting styles. Here you'll find expert information on different styles of parenting: how to adapt parenting to suit your personality, advice on parenting in specific situations and how to find help & support with behavioural problems. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63442  

ERIC (Education and Resources for Improving Childhood Continence) 
This website provides information and support on childhood bedwetting, daytime wetting, constipation and soiling to children, young people, parents and professionals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63465  


Safe and Appropriate Care for Young People on Adult Mental Health Wards 
The first set of agreed criteria on what constitutes safe and appropriate care for young people on adult mental health wards. Please note that the data collection tools adapted from these criteria will be provided with guidance notes to wards participating in the pilot programme before reviews take place. This document is provided for reference and not for data collection. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63469  

Lead members for children's services: briefing on teenage pregnancy 
Joint LGA/DCFS/DH briefing for lead members for children's services (LMCSs) The aim of this briefing is to help lead members for children's services fulfil their political leadership responsibilities in relation to teenage pregnancy. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63537  

Interactive tool brings GMC guidance to life for doctors 
The General Medical Council has launched a new set of interactive case studies to bring its ethical guidance to life. GMP in Action II enables users to role play a doctor faced with a series of ethical dilemmas. The interactive tool is available on the recently launched Good Medical Practice in Action website. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63538  

Transforming community services and world class commissioning: resource pack for commissioners of community services 
This resource pack sets out the principles of good practice when commissioning community services, showcases examples of existing good practice through case studies in 6 clinical areas and signposts commissioners to the most pertinent and relevant information. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63589  

Transforming community services: enabling new patterns of provision 
This enabling guidance is intended to help PCT providers of community services to move their relationship with their commissioners to a purely contractual one, consider what type(s) of organisations would best meet the future needs of patients and local communities, and how change can be managed to support the transformation of services to patients 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63590  



Policy and Government Reports

Consultation on the British Crime Survey extension to cover under 16s Response from the Home Office – December 2008 
This document provides: an overview of the background to the proposals to extend the survey to under 16s; a summary of the responses to the proposals and specific questions raised; and an outline of actions or decisions taken following the consultation. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63394  

Cord Blood Banking in the UK: An international comparison of policy and practice 
This international comparative analysis was commissioned to provide intelligence on current policies, practices and trends to inform deliberations on the need to increase umbilical cord blood collection and use and its potential practicable options. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63458  

New Opportunities: Fair chances for the future 
This white paper sets out the Government’s agenda for capturing the jobs of the future and investing in families, communities and citizens throughout their lives to help them get on and ahead. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63504  
New Opportunities - Fair chances for the future website 
A website supporting the new opportunities white paper 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63503  

NHS next stage review: first report of session 2008–09. Volume I Report and formal minutes 
The House of Commons Health Select Committee has published its report on Lord Darzi's Next Stage Review. The report is in two parts: Volume 1: Report, together with formal minutes and Volume 2: Oral and written evidence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63594  

NHS next stage review: first report of session 2008–09. Volume II Oral and written evidence 
The House of Commons Health Select Committee has published its report on Lord Darzi's Next Stage Review. The report is in two parts: Volume 1: Report, together with formal minutes and Volume 2: Oral and written evidence. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63595  


 
Reports

Is sleep-disordered breathing an additional risk factor for the metabolic syndrome in obese children and adolescents? 
Sleep-disordered breathing is highly prevalent in childhood obesity. Two recent cross-sectional studies have demonstrated an independent association between the severity of sleep-disordered breathing and the metabolic syndrome. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63400 

Pixie-dust and Privacy: What's Happening to Children's Rights in England? [Policy review] 
Increasingly, Information Technology is being used to identify, record and track children in England under the banners of child protection, reducing risk and improving outcomes. Discussions about the importance of a child's right to privacy have been sidelined in the rush to embrace systems that seek to expand the amount and types of information held on individuals. However, placing so much faith in unproven technological solutions may inadvertently increase levels of risk to children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63407  

'It's the law, isn't it?' 
Looks at the issues around the reporting suspected cases of child abuse as there is no mandatory duty to report child abuse under British law. Considers statutory guidance, Gillick and case law confidentiality and reporting as a condition of employment. Considers different counselling settings where reporting is a factor: in secondary schools, further education colleges and voluntary of private practices. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63444   

The Supreme Court, hearsay, and Crawford: implications for child interviews. 
Discusses the US Supreme Court Crawford vs Washington (2004) ruling that hearsay statements akin to testimony are inadmissible unless the defendants had the opportunity to cross-examine the interviewee. Highlights the importance of following best practice in conducting interviews with children to balance the gathering of information, the welfare of the child and ensuring the admissibility of children's statements. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63445  
Commentary: Adopting to a Broad Perspective on Posttraumatic Stress Disorders, Childhood Medical Illness and Injury 
In their study of posttraumatic stress symptoms (PTSS) in parents of children with cancer, Jurbergs and colleagues (2007) compared a group of parents of children diagnosed with cancer with a group of parents of physically healthy children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63449  


Commentary: Life Threat, Risk, and Resilience in Pediatric Medical Traumatic Stress 
Since the initial descriptive studies in the 1980s, the medical traumatic stress field has grown substantially, with an estimated 8-fold increase in papers about children and their families from 2000 to 2007 compared to the 1990s. Pediatric conditions can be traumatic experiences across family members and a traumatic stress framework can help explain short- and long-term responses to illnesses and injuries. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63450  

Care proceedings and applications post-Baby P 
Why has the number of care applications for children fallen even though incidences of abuse have not? The answer could lie with how the care system works, writes Sally Gillen 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63461  

The changing face of the United States: the influence of culture on early child development 
The cultural beliefs, values, and behaviors within a family all have an impact on early child development. The new report The Changing Face of the United States: The Influence of Culture on Early Child Development is an important review of the issue and a summary of the latest research dealing with the impact of culture on early childhood services. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63532  

Monitoring Child Disability in Developing Countries - Results from the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys 
Children with disabilities may be more likely to face discrimination and restricted access to social services, including education. This report substantially augments what is known about children with disabilities in developing countries, and suggests that large numbers of children across the world are at increased risk of disability. Future data collection efforts would benefit greatly from clinical and diagnostic evaluations for selected children based on their screening results and available resources. Future monitoring efforts should include information about exclusion and other discrimination experienced by children with disabilities. Policies to address the needs of disabled children should be among the top priorities for global leaders. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63579  

State of the world's children 2009: maternal and newborn health 
The United Nations Children's Fund says that millions of deaths that happened last year were preventable. Four million babies died as well as a half a million mothers. The stats come from the latest issue of the funds annual report. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63597  


Resources

Child health must include injury prevention [Comment] 
Injuries are currently a leading cause of death and disability in the world and account for more than 5 million deaths each year. Globally, injuries are among the ten leading causes of death and disease burden at ages 0—4, 5—14, and 15—29 years. 2 Despite the size of this burden and the known potential for prevention, the lack of global attention to injuries in terms of both policies and resource investments in public health is surprising. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63404  


Staffordshire, Shropshire & Black Country Maternity Network 
Jan 2009 E-bulletin 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63446 
Healthy Care Newsletter January 2009 
The Healthy Care Programme is supported by the Department for Children, Schools and Families and the Care Services Improvement Partnership and developed by the National Children’s Bureau. It is a practical means of improving the health and well-being of looked after children and young people in line with the Department of Health Guidance, Promoting the Health of Looked After Children (2002) and the Change for Children Programme. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63468  


Research


The Association of Psychiatric Diagnoses, Health Service Use, and Expenditures in Children with Obesity-related Health Conditions 
To examine the association of psychiatric diagnoses and use of health care services in children with obesity-related health conditions. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63455  
Clinical effectiveness of health visitor training in psychologically informed approaches for depression in postnatal women: pragmatic cluster randomised trial in primary care 
To evaluate benefits for postnatal women of two psychologically informed interventions by health visitors. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63581
Assessing first trimester growth: the influence of ethnic background and maternal age 
First trimester growth restriction may predict miscarriage or adverse outcome later in the pregnancy, but determinants of early growth are not well described. Our objective was to examine factors influencing fetal and gestational sac size in the first trimester. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63551  

Effect of peer support on prevention of postnatal depression among high risk women: multisite randomised controlled trial 
To evaluate the effectiveness of telephone based peer support in the prevention of postnatal depression. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63580
Clinical research in adolescents: challenges and opportunities using obesity as a model [Commentary] 
Adolescent medicine is relatively young, compared to paediatric or adult medicine. Descriptive and observational studies have dominated the adolescent literature, including those studies published in the International Journal of Obesity. In addition, many studies have combined child and adolescent age groups, making it difficult to determine adolescent-specific outcomes. It is important that high quality intervention studies in adolescents occur.. The opportunities to undertake quality research in adolescents are likely to be enhanced by the use of novel approaches which acknowledge the unique features of adolescents and their world. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63381  

Eating behaviour and weight in children 
To test the hypothesis that quantitative variation in eating behaviour traits shows a graded association with weight in children. The results of this study support the idea that approach-related and avoidance-related appetitive traits are systematically (and oppositely) related to adiposity, and not exclusively associated with obesity. Early assessment of these traits could be used as indicators of susceptibility to weight gain. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63383  

Brief Treatment and Crisis Intervention 
A special edition of the journal Brief Treatment and Crisis Intervention on risk assessment and crisis which looks at the connection between domestic violence and child abuse. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63398  

Early overweight and pubertal maturation—pathways of association with young adults' overweight: a longitudinal study 
Objectives of this study were to examine the prospective association of childhood body mass index (BMI) and overweight and pubertal stages with BMI and overweight in early adulthood independent of each other. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63401  

Children's physical activity: The contribution of playing and walking 
This paper draws on research in which 200 children were fitted with motion sensors and asked to keep travel and activity diaries. The findings show that walking and playing away from home can contribute significantly to children's volume of physical activity, with consequent implications for their health. The findings are placed in the context of other research about children's travel and physical activity, and conclusions drawn about the need to reverse current trends in children's patterns of travel and physical activity. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63408  

Communication and supervision of alcohol in the family: parental perspectives 
It is now well acknowledged that parents can have a central role in supporting sensible alcohol use and reducing alcohol misuse amongst young people. However, little research has considered how communication and supervision in relation to alcohol actually takes place within the family. The findings revealed that many parents lack the guidance needed to convey 'sensible drinking' messages to young people, and wish for greater information and support about young people and alcohol. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63412 

Symptoms of Posttraumatic Stress in Parents of Children with Cancer: Are they Elevated Relative to Parents of Healthy Children? 
To examine posttraumatic stress symptoms (PTSS) in parents of children with cancer as a function of time since diagnosis, treatment status, and relapse history, and as compared to parents of healthy children. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63447  

Brief Report: Quality of Life Is Impaired in Pediatric Burn Survivors with Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 
This study assessed health-related quality of life (HRQOL) and posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) in pediatric burn survivors and examined associations between PTSD and HRQOL. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63448  

Development and Validation of the Collaborative Parent Involvement Scale for Youths with Type 1 Diabetes 
To develop and test a youth-report measure of collaborative parent involvement in type 1 diabetes management. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63451  

Reliability and Validity of the Child Health QuestionnairePF-50 for European Children with Cerebral Palsy 
To evaluate the psychometric performance of the Child Health Questionnaire (CHQ) in children with cerebral palsy (CP). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63452  

The Anger Expression Scale for Children: Initial Validation among Healthy Children and Children with Cancer 
To evaluate the proposed structure of the Anger Expression Scale for Children (AESC) in samples of healthy children and those with cancer, and to examine correlations between AESC subscales and other indicators of anger and hostility. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63453  


Examining Short-term Stability of the Mealtime Interaction Coding System (MICS) 
This study assessed the stability of ratings on the McMaster Mealtime Interaction Coding System (MICS), an observational measure of family functioning, across three typical evening meals. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63454  

Outcomes of conduct problems in adolescence: 40 year follow-up of national cohort 
The objective of this study was to describe long term outcomes associated with externalising behaviour in adolescence, defined in this study as conduct problems reported by a teacher, in a population based sample. It concluded that adolescents who exhibit externalising behaviour experience multiple social and health impairments that adversely affect them, their families, and society throughout adult life. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63600  

 

Consultations

Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet? 
The Scottish Government has published its draft response to the Concluding Observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child - Improving the Lives of Children in Scotland - are we there yet?. Deadline for comments is 2 March 2009. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63393  

Consultation on Revised Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Children Missing from Home or Care 
This consultation seeks views on revised guidance for local authorities on supporting children and young people who go missing from home or care. The guidance serves to safeguard all runaways and to redress the imbalance that currently exists between services offered to runaways from the looked-after population and those who run from home. 
Deadline date: 8 April 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63533  

Consultation on regulations to implement the human fertilisation and embryology act 2008. 
This consultation seeks views on four sets of regulations required to implement the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. Deadline date: 30 March 2009
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63052  

Psychological Therapies draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) consultation 
You are invited to consult on the draft National Occupational Standards (NOS) for Psychological Therapies. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63096  

When to suspect child maltreatment: guideline consultation 
A clinical practice guideline on When to suspect child maltreatment is being developed by NICE for use in the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Registered stakeholders for this guideline are invited to comment on the provisional recommendations. 
Consultation dates: 16 December 2008 – 10 February 2009 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=62606  

Consultation on Statutory Guidance: The roles and responsibilities of the lead member for children's services and the director of children's services

This consultation seeks views on updated statutory guidance that explains the roles of the lead member and director of children's services and how working together as a team, they can be most effective in driving clear improvements in outcomes for children and young people. Deadline date: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61020
Consultation on the Implementation in England of the EU School Milk Scheme

This consultation seeks views on the range of milk products offered under the EU School Milk Scheme and the future of the national top-up. Deadline: 10 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61021
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority Consultation

This consultation seeks views on changes to the code of practice, revised consent forms and presentation of clinic data for human fertilisation and embryology procedures.

Deadline date:  18 February 2009

http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/item.aspx?RID=61060

Events and Training

Supporting the Child Health Strategy through Improved Child Health Data and Intelligence: A conference to launch ChiMat and promote the use of research, knowledge and information in improving child and maternal health
York, 26 February 2009 

The conference will include presentations from a range of influential strategic leaders and academic experts in the field of child and maternal health. You will learn how ChiMat can support effective planning, commissioning and delivery of children’s services. Hear about, see demos and discuss a range of national child health information initiatives… 

http://www.apho.org.uk/default.aspx?QN=CHIMAT_CONF 
The second annual conference of the Association for Young People’s Health: Getting it together for young people's health 
London, 26 February 2009

The conference provides an exceptional opportunity to explore the benefits, challenges and boundaries of integrated working in young people’s health, across the four nations of the UK. The event will look at how we can achieve more effective multi agency working through case studies, practice examples and research. It will also look at how we can share learning and good practice across the UK. A key event for everyone working with young people’s health, the conference will enable delegates to share their experiences and build links and knowledge. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63384  

Service development seminar - A whole approach to babies and young children who have multiple needs: pre-school and primary school 
Birmingham, 19 March 2009

This seminar is designed to combine service development discussions with opportunities for continuing professional development (CPD) for multi-disciplinary practitioners and managers at all levels. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63433  

Interconnections Service-Development Seminars about children who need ongoing multiple interventions 

A series of seven seminars in 2009 for service development and CPD (continuing professional development). Bristol, London, Wakefield, Birmingham. These affordable Seminars are designed to combine service development discussions with opportunities for continuing professional development (CPD) for multi-disciplinary practitioners and managers at all levels. There are some free places for parents. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63434  

Autism spectrum disorders and the criminal justice system 
Manchester, 22 January 2009 

A series of conferences bringing CJS professionals and autism experts together in a unique forum for networking and information exchange. http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63435  
TEACCH: A three-day induction 
Glasgow, 26-28 May 2009 

A three-day course providing an introduction to Treatment and Education of Autistic and related Communication handicapped CHildren (TEACCH). 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63436  

‘DEC’ 2009: 25th Annual International Conference on Young Children with Special Needs & Their Families 
New Mexico, USA. October 2009
This conference is designed to cover a wide range of vital issues facing those who work with young children with special needs and their families. Every year the Division for Early Childhood (DEC) brings together experts, students, practitioners and family members to learn about important research, policy and practice happening in the field of early intervention and early childhood special education. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63437  

Children and Adults with Complex and Continuing Healthcare Needs 
Tamworth, Staffordshire, 20 March 2009

This conference aims to address some of the key issues affecting children, young people and adults with complex and continuing healthcare needs and their families. Recent investigations such as Mencap’s ‘Death by Indifference’ and Sir Jonathan Michael’s inquiry into access to healthcare for people with learning disabilities have revealed shocking stories of inequality, discrimination and premature death. This conference will take you through some of the key issues which must be understood in order to address these inequalities and achieve better outcomes for people with complex and continuing healthcare needs. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63438  

‘How to run a sibling group’ & ‘Siblings of Disabled children’ 
Cardiff, 28 January 2009

To equip participants with enough information, activities, and confidence to set up a sibling group for children in the 7-13 age range. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63439  

Kidz in the Middle 
Coventry, 12 March 2009

Disabled Living organises the largest UK exhibitions totally dedicated to disabled children, their families and the health and social care professionals who work with them. Information on mobility, seating, beds, communication access, education, toys, transport, style, sensory, leisure and more….. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63441  

Sharing information - Where Next? 
London, 13 February 2009

Local authorities and their partners have come along way with improving information sharing but there often remains uncertainty about when and how to effectively share information. Recent guidance on Children's Trusts and information sharing stresses the importance of effective joint-working among partnership agencies, including health, social services, education, the third sector and others working to ensure good outcomes for children, young people and families. This seminar will explore issues around sharing information and help inform successful practice. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63531  

Study day - End of life care: Meeting the psychological, religious and social needs of the dying child and their family 
Birmingham, 11 March 2009 

A jointly hosted day with Birmingham Children's Hospital. This interactive study day will include a variety of presentations and workshop sessions and aims to develop professional knowledge from which to discuss the psychological, religious and social needs and the wishes of the dying child and family, in order to respond in an informed, sensitive way. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63540  

Developing an integrated children's services workforce: Ensuring your workforce is mobile, multi-skilled and qualified for future challenges 
London, 10 February 2009

The development of an integrated children’s services workforce is a key priority of local authorities and their partners across the UK. This event will feature key practitioners, policy makers and stakeholder from across the UK, ready to answer your questions and provide you with transferable skills that could revolutionise the way you approach workforce issues. Gain innovative solutions to secure a sufficiency of skilled staff, attract and retain the best applicants and provide an embedded development plan across your children’s workforce. 
http://www.apho.org.uk/resource/view.aspx?RID=63591 
All these resources and more are available on the Chimat website.
If you have received this bulletin via someone else and would like your own copy, go to the ChiMat website and sign up for the e-bulletin.
www.chimat.org.uk 
For any other information, or to unsubscribe from this ebulletin, contact Victoria Richardson, victoria.richardson@chimat.org.uk 






The National Child and Maternal Health Observatory (ChiMat) provides information and intelligence to improve decision-making for high quality, cost effective services. It supports policy makers, commissioners, managers, regulators, and other health stakeholders working on children's, young people's and maternal health.


